
CITY OF HOUSTON 
GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS
HOUSTON 
PACHYDERM CLUB

Mayor’s Office of Government Relations – 02/07/2023



GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

❑ People 

❑ Principles

❑ Priorities

❑ Legislative Report

❑ Q&A



CITY OF HOUSTON 2023 

Bill Kelly – Director of Government Relations

Alexa Aragonez – Deputy Director of Government Relations

Ande Mattei – Legislative Manager & Liaison

Desmond Taylor – Communications & Policy

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 











2021 LEGISLATIVE REPORT



HOUSE BILL 914
TOWING REGULATIONS

Previously, law enforcement had to be present in order 
to authorize a tow for an abandoned vehicle in the 
city’s right of way. Parking compliance officers could 
write citations on the vehicle, but couldn’t authorize a 
tow.

This bill does not change the current policy of when a 
vehicle is deemed abandoned – it does not modify the 
72-hour timeline at all - or make the city any more 
money.

What is does do is save an HPD officer from having to 
make the final trip out to the abandon vehicle in order 
to authorize a tow.



HOUSE BILL 753
SOLID WASTE 
FRANCHISE FEE

Houston famously does not charge a 
solid waste fee – either for pick up at 
single family or multi-family homes.

Franchise fees are collected from waste 
hauling companies that service 
commercial businesses within the City of 
Houston charging 4%  franchise fee 

This bill would have cut $4 million from 
the Solid Waste Department in franchise 
fee revenue that it could not afford to 
lose.



RE-ENTRY PROGRAM 

Community Reentry Network Program (CRNP), 
which provides in-reach and outreach to those 
involved in the criminal justice system, a 
structured system of holistic assessments, 
intensive case management support, 
evidence-based programming, and workforce 
support to more than 400 individuals 
annually. 

This $1 million allocation ($500,000 each 
year of the biennium) has shown to be very 
successful. 

While the statewide overall recidivism rate 
over the last 10 years held steady at just 
above 20%, the City of Houston CRNP has 
most recently experienced an annual 
recidivism rate of 7.8%.



BANDIT SIGN 
PENALTIES

The City of Houston has an ongoing 
problem with illegal signs bringing down 
the quality of life for neighborhoods. 
Despite efforts to target this blight, the 
City needs legislative changes to address 
ongoing issues on “bandit signs.”
In order to more effectively combat this 
blight, the City of Houston is proposing two 
changes to Texas Transportation Code 
Section 393.007:

1.Increase the fine amount Currently, the 
maximum civil violation is a seen as a “cost 
of doing business” by these illegal bandit 
sign operators. The City of Houston would 
like to increase it to $5,000 in order to 
leverage judgment in changing the 
operations of these operators.

2.Change the standards Inserting 
language that includes legal responsibility 
to the businesses directly benefiting from 
these signs creates another incentive for 
compliance.



MEDICAID 
COVERAGE FOR NEW 

TEXAS MOTHERS

Over half the births in the State of Texas are 
covered by Medicaid. 

Prior to 2021, those new mothers were covered 
for only 60 days after birth. The #1 
recommendation of the Texas Maternal Mortality 
and Morbidity Taskforce (appointed by the State 
of Texas) in its September 2018 report was 
"increasing access to health services during the 
year after pregnancy.“

Legislation was passed to extend Medicaid 
Coverage for new mother’s from the current 60 
days to 6 months had had problems with federal 
compliance- meaning unless Texas extends to a 
full year, that coverage is in jeopardy. 
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