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March 24, 2021 Art Acevedo 
 Chief of Police 
Texas House Judiciary & Civil Jurisprudence Committee 
Room: E2.014 
Capitol Building 
Austin, TX 78768 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION: cassidy.zgabay_hc@house.texas.gov & 
https://comments.house.texas.gov/home?c=c330  
 
Dear Chairman Leach and Members of the Committee: 
 
I write in opposition to HB 610 because this bill, if passed, will have a significant impact on 
HPD’s ability to license tow truck drivers, a function that has existed since 1945 to ensure public 
safety and consumer protection.  
 
HPD has a number or requirements for a wrecker license, created to keep citizens of Houston 
safe and the roadways clear. One example is the background check for a City of Houston 
wrecker license. This stems from concern for public safety and welfare, given that citizens who 
are broken down are vulnerable and we want to ensure safety of their person and their property 
when the vehicle is towed away. Applicants for wrecker licenses have included people with 
multiple DWIs, robbery, rape, and felony theft convictions. Disqualification of a wrecker license 
for these crimes potentially keeps people safer. Additionally, incident management wreckers in 
Houston are required to have a broom, shovel, bucket, absorbent, and flares, which are all 
required to do the job properly and clear the roadway following a crash. 
 
Since state permitting and licensing authorities do not address tow truck drivers to this extent, 
these local requirements could be challenged and preempted under the bill, which will ultimately 
have a negative impact on the safety of citizens and efficiency of travel in Houston.  
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 Jessica Anderson 
 
 J. L. Anderson, Commander 
 Houston Police Department 
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