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September 9, 2022 
 
The Honorable Craig Goldman  
Members of the House Energy Resources Committee  
Texas House of Representatives  
P.O. Box 2910  
Austin, Texas 78768-2910  
 
Dear Chairman Goldman and Members of the Committee,  
 
The City of Houston appreciates the opportunity to provide public comment on the implementation of 
Senate Bill 3, a bill approved by the 87th Legislature for the purpose of “preparing for, preventing, and 
responding to weather emergencies and power outages.” We commend the Public Utility Commission of 
Texas and the Texas Railroad Commission for their efforts to implement rules to prepare Texas’ critical 
electric and natural gas infrastructure for extreme weather events. 
 
We also applaud the efforts of the Texas Energy Reliability Council and the Texas Electricity Supply 
Chain Security and Mapping Committee in following through on the reliability framework laid out in 
Senate Bill 3. While cities like Houston are not directly involved in generating or distributing power, we 
remain focused on the resilience of our community, particularly with respect to mitigating or eliminating 
power vulnerability in the face of increasing extreme weather events that impact our region, and we are 
working with both private corporations and other governmental entities to that end. 
 
Given our shared interest, we encourage this Committee to consider additional legislation that:  
 

• Brings more municipalities and community groups to the resilience discussion. 
o Municipal services – like police, fire, public works, and emergency management – are the 

“boots on the ground” responsible for responding to the everyday shocks and stressors in 
local communities. Power resilience is necessary for first responders to effectively do their 
jobs.   

 
• Increases electric utility peak demand and energy savings goals. 

o While generation resources are critical, an often under-emphasized tool for combating power 
vulnerability is decreasing energy consumption to increase power availability. This is a 
significant tool in the power resilience toolkit, and Texas has enormous potential to tap into 
this resource.  

 
As Houston seeks to promote power resilience in our communities, we have formed a public/private 
cooperative collaboration with CenterPoint Energy, Harris County, and METRO to look at our most 
critical public facilities and begin to plan for a phased implementation of emergency backup generation 
for each of those facilities. Our joint initiative, Resilient Now, was launched in October 2021 with an 
objective to create the region’s first-ever Master Energy Plan.  
 

http://www.houstontx.gov/ara/


 
 

Through Resilient Now, the City of Houston, CenterPoint Energy, and our implementation partners will 
embark on initiatives that: 
 

• Connect the public to regional resilience and sustainability efforts;  
• Empower the public to take ownership of individual and community resilience efforts; 
• Strategize to optimize both funding and investments to advance new energy solutions; 
• Prepare for emerging clean energy technologies and future load growth; 
• Promote an equitable, sustainable, and economically vibrant region through community 

programs; and 
• Interact with the Texas Legislature and government at all levels to advance these goals and 

initiatives.  
 

We believe this initiative will pave the way for other cities, counties, and their local utilities to partner to 
improve power resilience across Texas, and we encourage any legislative action that promotes and 
supports power resilience measures through such advance planning and collaboration. 
 
Respectfully,     
 

           
Tina Paez, Director 
City of Houston 
Department of Administration & Regulatory Affairs    
 


