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City of Houston, Texas, Ordinance No. 2012-~~~__

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 20 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES,
HOUSTON, TEXAS, RELATING TO FEEDING THOSE IN NEED; CONTAINING
FINDINGS AND OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE FOREGOING SUBJECT;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

* * * * *

WHEREAS, the City of Houston appreciates those who take part in the charitable
act of providing food for those in need and finds and determines that such activities are of
general benefit to the health, safety, and welfare of all citizens; and

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that those who are unable to provide food
for themselves often must be fed outdoors by those entities dedicated to providing such
charitable food services; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that coordination of the efforts
of those who provide charitable food services will mutually benefit those who receive the
food, those who provide the food, and those property owners where the outdoor feeding
occurs; and

WHEREAS, to ensure the safety of the food providers, the food, and the recipients
of the food, it is necessary to amend Chapter 20 of the Code of Ordinances to include a
voluntary process of coordination, training, and recognition for those individuals and
organizations which provide such food; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the use of selected park
properties with suitable facilities, as designated by the director of parks and recreation, and
the use of other selected city-owned properties with suitable facilities, as designated by the
director of health and human services, for charitable food services is consistent with park
and public purposes; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the outdoor feeding of
individuals occurs on both public and private property, often without the permission of the
property owner; and

WHEREAS, such feeding activity, while well intended, often generates litter, refuse,
waste food, and other unsanitary materials left behind on the property where the feeding
occurs, to the detriment of the property owner and the health and safety of the general
public; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS:














