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HEC TID BITS
______________

9-1-1 Old Timers

In 1986, the City of Houston 
introduced 9-1-1 to the citizens 
of Houston. Listed below are the 
names of some of the employ-
ees who were there on that day 
and are still here today 21 years 
later.

Barbara Evans
Deanna Tennyson
Cheryl Murrell
Liz Padilla
Kathy Armstrong
Beatrice Salinas
Anna Leal
Priscilla Destin
Pam Wafer
______________

Good Cooking

9-1-1 PSAP Supervisor Pat 
Curtis would like to thank all 
Fire/EMS Telecommunicators/
Dispatchers who contributed to 
a successful hamburger cookout 
on March 11, 2007.

A special thank you goes out 
to both Pat Curtis and HFD 
Captain Barta.  Pat for taking 
the time to coordinate the event 
and Captain Barta for taking on 
kitchen duty and grilling burgers 
to everyone’s tasty delight.

EDITOR’S NOTE:
On a daily basis, Fire/EMS 
Telecommunicators/Dispatchers 
handle stressful situations.  It 
shows great team spitrit when 
they can get together for the 
enjoyment of each other’s com-
pany just for the sake of getting 
together and having fun.  more >

                hat’s Up?
On the outskirts of the Galleria, Sullivan’s Steakhouse is a 
wonderful place for great steaks, martinis, and jazz.  As it 
turned out, it was the selected location for the winner of the 
“Lunch with the Chief” lottery.

Congratulations to Blanca Medina (HEC 9-1-1 Operator) 
whose entry was selected for this year’s luncheon with 
director, David Cutler.

Appetizing everyone’s taste palettes, two servings of iced jumbo shrimp cocktail were shared 
around the table.  This is a rare instance where a description of shrimp as jumbo was not an 
oxymoron.  They were huge!  

The preliminary course was followed by the main assortment of dishes that consisted of 
sautéed vegetables, horseradish mashed potatoes, stuffed shrimp, and the finest cut of filet 
mignon.  Hmmm, and if that wasn’t enough to fulfill the appetite, key lime pie was the dessert 
of choice.

Blanca commented “the lunch crowd had subsided by the time we got there but it made it a 
more personable experience as the wait staff’s full focus was solely on our table.”

Yummy...can’t wait for next year’s drawing to see what is on the menu.  

Announcements:

- Come one, come all, and try out the new equipment in the exercise 
room.  In addition to the universal machines and tread mills already 
in place, free weights, dumbbells, exercise bikes, and body floor mats 
have been added to keep our bodies in shape.  Check it out!

- Progress report on Hailey Anslow, grandmother of retired Captain Bobby Northcutt.  She 
came out of her coma on February 12, 2007 and is very aware of her 
surroundings and family. Please continue to keep their family in your 
thoughts and prayers.

- Sarah Hernandez has served six years with the City of Houston.  
Congratulations, Sarah and keep up the good work. On February 10, 
2007, she also became a foster parent to a baby girl, Victoria Warilia, 
who was born on January 28, 2007.

- Police TC and Awards Committee Member, Grace Santantonio, a 
Toastmaster for 24 years, has won the speech contest for HPD Toast-
master. She came in 2nd place and is now going to area district for 
further competition.  Good luck!
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Try not to be a person of success but rather a person of value. - Author unknown

L - R: David Cutler, Blanca Medina

HPD Toastmaster, Grace Santantonio



Anniversaries
______________

Eugene and Connie Ethridge 4/2

Birthdays
______________

Deborah Dorsey 3/2		  Joel Avery 3/3
Linda Atwood 3/8		  Juan Mendoza 3/8
Stanley Poro 3/8		  Patrick Brown 3/9
Disira Thomas 3/9		  Erika Sandoval 3/10
Karlos Castillo 3/17		  Josephine Panares 3/19
Dale Bobb 3/20			  Grace Santantonio 3/21
Valerie Ricks 3/23		  Elizabeth Beregszaszy 3/25
Fujie Sheng 3/30		  Joel Casas 4/27
Roland De los Santos 4/1	 Christina Longoria 4/1
Bill Waldrop 4/2			  Arlexza Aviles 4/4
Stella Bradford 4/9		  Patricia Sneed 4/10
Stephen Bissell 4/10		  Desaray Rodriguez 4/13
Susan Walker 4/13		  David Crawford 4/17
Mollie Wong 4/22		  Regina Robertson 4/25
Connie Ethridge 4/28		  Jennifer Wyrick 4/29
Lynda Roach 4/30

Birthday recognitions also go to:
David Cutler, Barbara Evans, and Cheryl Murrell

Condolences
______________

- Melvin Terry (12/5/06) father, and Verna Terry (12/30/06), 
mother of Sr. 9-1-1 TC Sharon Tucker. Lloyd Tucker Sr. 
(11/26/06) is father-in-law and Ruby Tucker (1/3/07 is 
mother-in-law of Sharon Tucker. 

Sharon would like to give thanks to all that contributed 
cards, donations, letters, and phone calls. Please continue 
to keep their family in your prayers.

- Brenda Grundy and Lizzie Criswell both lost love ones. 
Let’s continue to keep them and their families in our prayers.
 
Retirees
______________

Lizzie Criswell, HPD Police Communicator Operator

Bill White, Mayor
David Cutler, HEC Director

Barbara Evans, 9-1-1 HEC Asst. Dir.
Matt Hyde, IT HEC Asst. Dir.

Joe Laud, PIO / Editor
Connie Ethridge, Sr. 9-1-1 TC /  Asst. Editor

Employee Awards Committee/
Editorial Board:

Felicia Buckner, 9-1-1 TC
Ronda McAfee, HPD Dispatcher

Elizabeth Padilla, PSAP Supv.
Patricia Rosignon, Sr. 9-1-1 TC

Grace Santantonio, Police TC
Robert L. Taylor, Employee Relations Mgr.

Tonyel Tibbs, 9-1-1 TC
Cynthia Wall, Administrative Coordinator

Kathleen Yzaguirre, HPD Dispathcer
 

             amous Hispanic Inventors

- The first experimental television transmission 
in Mexico, from Cuernavaca to Mexico City, was 
arranged by Francisco Javier Stavoli in 1931.
- Narciso Monturi, of Spain, designed the Ictineo 
submarine.
- Ellen Ochoa, United States, invented optical 
analysis systems and was also the world’s first 
Hispanic female astronaut.

- Santiago Ramon y Cajal, of 
Spain, was awarded the Nobel 
Prize for his work on the struc-
ture of the nervous system.
- Pedro Flores was the first per-
son to manufacture the yo-yo in 
the United States.

_____________
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Welcome Aboard
______________

As our newest Awards 
Committee Members:
HPD Police Dispatch-
ers: Kathleen Yzaguirre 
and Ronda McAfee 

Congratulations!

L- HEC IT having a rolling, great time!

Employees of the Quarter (APR-JUN)
______________

9-1-1 Operator and Awards Committee Member, 
Felicia Buckner and Don McMillin, HEC IT, have 
been selected as Employees of the Quarter. 

Parking spaces have been designated in the east 
parking lot for personnel selected for this honor.  
Please show some consideration by allowing  
them the privilege to park in these spots. 

Congratulations and keep up the great work!!

King Pins
______________

The HEC IT group have been meeting once a month for friendly 
bowling competition.  And, of course, some are more competitive than 
others. 

“Smooth” and “Manic” are a couple of names adopted by team mem-
bers; can you figure out who they are?

Ask an IT personnel to find the answer; there might be more secret 
identities to be discovered!

L - R: Felicia Buckner, Don McMillin

Emily Sue passed away and Billy-Bob called 911 for help.  The 
911 Operator told Billy-Bob that she would send someone out 
right away. 

“Where do you live?,” asked the operator.
Billy-Bob replied, “At the end of Eucalyptus Drive.”

The operator asked, “Can you spell that for me?”
There was a long pause and finally Billy-Bob said, “How ‘bout 
if I drag her over to Oak Street and you pick her up there?”


