
 

 
Groundbreaking Event Scheduled For  

$2 Million Sam Houston Park Improvements 
$1 Million T.P.W.D. Grant Matched by $1 Million in Current Bond Funding Will Unify Three Sections of Park 

 

Mayor Annise Parker, The Heritage Society and the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  will 

hold a groundbreaking cerem ony for the im plem entat ion of the Sam  Houston Park Master Plan on 

Friday, Novem ber 2, 2012 at  2: 00 pm  at  Sam  Houston Park 1000 Bagby.  The cerem ony will m ark the 

beginning of work to unify the three sect ions of the histor ic park and will take place near the U.S.S. 

Houston Mem orial.  

 

“ I n 1899 the cit izens of Houston through their  Mayor acquired 20 acres of land to create Sam  Houston 

Park,”  said Mayor Annise Parker.  “Today this park sits in the m iddle of downtown as a testam ent  to 

the history of the city and its people.  We are thankful to the Heritage Society for it s work in 

preserving that  history.  We are also thankful to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Departm ent  for it s 

funding which, in combinat ion with capital improvement  project  funding, is helping us preserve and 

enhance the natural environm ent  and histor ic significance of the park while also m aking it  a m ore 

usable space for park users.”   

 

I n addit ion to it s histor ic buildings, Sam  Houston Park is also the site for a num ber of m unicipal art  

pieces including the U.S.S. Houston Mem orial.  As part  of Navy Week 2012, U.S. Navy Seabees from  

Naval Mobile Const ruct ion Bat talion Two Eight  Houston led by Lt . E. R. Weatherall completed a total 

restorat ion project  of U.S.S. Houston Mem orial at  Sam  Houston Park. They worked to rem odeling the 

plaza behind the Heritage Society and build sidewalks to and from  the U.S.S. Houston Memorial from  

the exist ing walkway.   

 

“For over 100 years, this park has been a place where our city’s history has been preserved.  Part  of 

that  history was honored last  week when U.S. Navy Seabees restored the plaza surrounding the 

U.S.S. Houston Mem orial.  Today the m em orial stands in test im ony to the sailors who gave their  lives 

for our count ry during World War I I ,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion 

Departm ent . “We thank the U.S. Navy Seabees for their  hard work and assistance in keeping the 

U.S.S. Houston Mem orial in t ip top shape.  We also thank The Heritage Society and the Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Departm ent  for the role they play in preserving this park. The $1 Million grant  we 

received from  the Texas Parks and Wildlife Departm ent  com bined with Capital I m provem ent  Project  

funding will help us preserve the history of this park and its histor ic buildings and artwork for 

generat ions to com e.”  

 



Since its form at ion in 1954, The Heritage Society, a 501(c)  (3)  non-profit  organizat ion form ed to save 

the deteriorat ing Kellum-Noble House, has preserved and saved nine addit ional important  histor ic 

buildings and placed them inside of Sam Houston Park. Their efforts give the public a peek into 82 

years of the Bayou City’s fascinat ing and diverse history.  

 

“Sam  Houston Park offers the public a unique opportunity to walk through m any chapters of 

Houston’s past ,”  said Alice Collet te, Execut ive Director, The Heritage Society. “The buildings and park 

tell fascinat ing stories about  the people who helped make Houston the great  city that  it  is today. The 

Master Plan will enhance The Heritage Society’s abilit y to tell these stories and also meet  the needs of 

park users now and into the future. We are honored to be the City’s partner in preserving our city’s 

past .”   

The project  cost  is $2,500,000.00 of which $1 m illion was received from  a m atching Grant  through 

the Texas Parks & Wildlife Departm ent .  Costs include design, const ruct ion, cont ingency, test ing, and 

civic art .  The Not ice to Proceed is ant icipated to be issued in early December 2012 with Substant ial 

Com plet ion scheduled for June 2013. 

The scope of work for this project  will include m ost of the pr ior it ies listed in the Sam  Houston Park 

Master Plan developed by The Heritage Society.  This includes:  

 The relocat ion of the exist ing 4 th Ward Cot tage and Bandstand and the addit ion of concrete 

walks, granite and brick paving, and grass paving at  special events service ent ry 

 The redevelopment  of parking lots and the addit ion of ent ry signage 

 The addit ion of new landscaping including t rees, turf establishm ent , and irr igat ion 

 The refurbishm ent  and relocat ion of the m echanical system  for an exist ing fountain 

 The relocat ion of various on-site art  pieces, including the coordinat ion of the off-site storage 

of  pieces during const ruct ion 

 Elect r ical service work which includes light ing, out lets, and elect r ical upgrades 

 The procurement  and installat ion of a pre- fabricated rest room building 

 The addit ion of site furnishing, including benches, t rash receptacles and a swing set  

Carrera Const ruct ion, I nc is the General Cont ractor.  Clark Condon Associates is the design 

consultant .  The General Services Department  will manage the design and const ruct ion with Duncan 

Elliot t  serving as Project  Manager.     

About  the Sam  Houston Park Master  Plan  

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (HPARD), the Mayor’s Office of Special Events (MOSE) , and The Heritage 
Society (THS)  collaborat ively developed the Sam Houston Park Master Plan with the assistance of Clark Condon & Associates. 
The purpose of the m aster plan is to enhance the preservat ion of Houston’s history through the histor ic st ructures as well as to 
address the dem ands on the park now and in the foreseeable future.  
The master plan will help unify the three separate sect ions of the park, im prove way- finding and circulat ion, develop gateways 
to define the edges and ent r ies to the park, create m ore usable space for  everyday act ivit ies, preserve and enhance the natural 
environm ent  of the park, provide a coherent  presentat ion of the eclect ic collect ions of m emorials, create a prom inent  cent ral 
gather ing place for visitors seeking informat ion about  Houston’s history, enhance the park for children and fam ilies, improve 
parking, and m aintain the park’s abilit y to stage large events throughout  the year.  
 
 



About  The Heritage Society  
The Her itage Society, a m useum  com plex at  Sam  Houston Park, collects, preserves, exhibits, and celebrates the diverse history 
of the Houston region. I t  operates ten histor ic st ructures that  date from 1823 to 1905. The Her itage Society exists not  just  to 
educate v isitors about  Houston’s interest ing history but  also to celebrate the diversity of the people who cam e together to build 
this world-class city. For more informat ion on the Heritage Society, call (713)  655-1912 or visit  www.heritagesociety.org.  
 
About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent   
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 38,752 acres of parkland and 
greenspace for  the City of Houston and develops and implem ents recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore 
informat ion on Sam Houston Park or the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  
www.houstonparks.org.  
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