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Herm ann Park Japanese Garden Day  

Honors 4 0  Years of Friendship Betw een COH &  Chiba City, Japan  
 

2 0  Cherry Blossom  Trees to Be Planted As Part  of Centennial Celebrat ion of Tree Gift  to US from  Japan 
 

Mayor Annise Parker will recognize Mr. Kunio Minam i, local com m unity groups, & m any 
individuals for their  dedicat ion & work to the m aintenance of one of Houston's m ost  
enduring sym bols of fr iendship, the Japanese Garden at  Herm ann Park.  I n recognit ion of 
this dedicat ion & in honor of the fr iendship between the City of Houston & its sister city, 
Chiba City, Japan, Tuesday, June 19 will be proclaimed Herm ann Park Japanese Garden Day 
in the City of Houston. 

"For the past  two decades, the Japanese Garden has served as a visible sym bol of the 
fr iendship between Houston & Chiba City,"  said Houston Mayor Annise Parker.  "We are t ruly 
honored to acknowledge the last ing fr iendship this beaut iful garden personifies, with its 
beaut iful pathways, gardens, & t rees." 

I n 1912, the People of Japan gave to the People of the United States 3,000 flowering cherry 
t rees as a gift  of fr iendship.   I n com m em orat ion of this centennial & in recognit ion of the 
40th anniversary of the Houston-Chiba City sister city relat ionship, 20 new cherry t rees will 
be planted in the Japanese Garden in Herm ann Park in October of this year. 

“We are delighted that  Houston has been chosen as one of the cit ies to receive cherry 
blossom t rees to plant  on the Japan-U.S. Cherry Blossom Centennial,"  said Consul-General 
of Japan, Jota Yam am oto.  "This is also a wonderful opportunity to recognize with the city 
Mr. Minam i & m any other individuals & organizat ions that  have cont r ibuted to the beauty & 
culture of Houston through their work on the Japanese Garden in Herm ann Park.”   
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The Houston Parks & Recreat ion Departm ent  serves as the steward for both the Japanese 
Garden & the new t rees to be planted in October & cont inues to work with the Herm ann 
Park Conservancy’s Japanese Garden Commit tee to improve the facilit y. From its beginning, 
the success of the Japanese Garden has depended on collaborat ion with the Japanese 
com m unity & volunteers such as Mr. Minam i represents in his work through the 
organizat ion. 

"The Japanese Garden holds a special place in Herm ann Park & in the heart  of the Houston 
Parks & Recreat ion Departm ent ,"  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks & Recreat ion 
Department .  " I t  is a masterpiece of t imeless Japanese landscape art  unique in our area & 
we appreciate the years of tender care & at tent ion it  has received from  the Houston 
com m unity.”  

The proclamat ion will be presented by Mayor Annise Parker to Mr. Kunio Minam i on June 
19th at  1: 30 p.m .  Consul-General of Japan Jota Yamamoto will then present  Mayor Parker 
with a plaque com m em orat ing the Cherry Blossom  Centennial & officially announcing the 
plant ing of 20 cherry t rees in the Japanese Garden at  Herm ann Park scheduled to take place 
in October of 2012. 

The Houston Parks & Recreat ion Department  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards & manages over 38,752 acres of parkland & 
greenspace for  the City of Houston & develops & im plem ents recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. 
For more informat ion on the Houston Parks & Recreat ion Department , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  
www.houstonparks.org. 
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