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Houston Astros, Baseball Tom orrow  Fund &  Academ y Sports +  Outdoors 

To Host  Baseball Equipm ent  Drive to Support  H.P.A.R.D. Youth Sports 
Donated Equipm ent  & Baseball Tom orrow  Fund Grant  W ill Support  Youth Sports Program s 

 

Major League Baseball (M.L.B.)  & the Houston Ast ros are team ing up with the Baseball 
Tom orrow Fund (B.T.F.)  & Academ y Sports +  Outdoors to host  an equipm ent  collect ion 
drive during the Ast ros-Rangers gam e on Sunday, May 20, at  Minute Maid Park. Academ y 
has donated over 200 gloves, & fans are invited to m ake their cont r ibut ions by donat ing 
new & used equipm ent  to benefit  the Houston Parks & Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  
youth baseball & softball programs. 
 

“The Houston Parks & Recreat ion Departm ent  is delighted to receive this generous grant  & 
the equipment  donated by our fr iends & neighbors,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston 
Parks & Recreat ion Departm ent . “The Ast ros, their  fans, & our fr iends at  Academy know the 
importance of baseball in the lives of young Houstonians, & through their efforts our youth 
recreat ion programs will hit  one out  of the park.”  
 

I n conjunct ion with the equipm ent  dr ive, H.P.A.R.D. will receive a $5,000 equipment  grant  
from  the Baseball Tomorrow Fund. The grant  will be given in the name of Ast ros out fielder 
J.D. Mart inez in honor of his com m itm ent  to youth baseball & softball.  Prior to the Ast ros-
Rangers game, Mart inez & Meghan Chisholm , B.T.F. senior grant  coordinator, will meet  on 
the field to present  a ceremonial check to the departm ent . 
 

Last  year, over 15,000 pieces of equipm ent  & over $300,000 in m onetary cont r ibut ions 
were donated to youth baseball & softball organizat ions in Major League m arkets in 
conjunct ion with the Equipm ent  Day init iat ive. To date, nearly 100,000 pieces of equipm ent  
& approxim ately $1,250,000 in cash donat ions have benefited recipient  organizat ions. 
 
About  The Baseball Tom orrow  Fund 
The Baseball Tomorrow Fund (B.T.F.)  is a joint  init iat ive of the Major League Baseball Players Associat ion & Major 
League Baseball designed to promote the growth of youth baseball & softball throughout  the world by awarding 
grants to support  field renovat ion & const ruct ion projects, equipm ent  & uniform  purchases, coaches t raining 
material, & other selected program  expenses. Since it s form at ion by M.L.B. & the M.L.B.P.A. in 1999, B.T.F. has 
awarded over 600 grants totaling more than $22 m illion to non-profit  & tax-exempt  organizat ions in the U.S., 
Canada, Lat in Am erica, the Caribbean, Europe, Afr ica & Asia. Approximately 300,000 young players have benefited 
from  program s & facilit ies supported by the fund. For m ore inform at ion, v isit  baseballtom orrowfund.com  & follow 
B.T.F. on Facebook, Twit ter & MLBlog. 
 
About  The Houston Parks &  Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks & Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards & manages over 38,992 acres of parkland & 
greenspace for  the City of Houston & develops & im plem ents recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. 
For m ore informat ion on the Houston Parks & Recreat ion Department , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  
www.houstonparks.org. 
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