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Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  Brings Focus to  
I nternat ional W ater Safety Day  

Staying Safe I s the Key to Fun in the W ater    

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  will host  a celebrat ion of I nternat ional Water Safety Day 
on Tuesday, May 15, at  the Memorial Park Pool, 6401 Arnot , 77007. The event  will take place from  1: 00 
– 3: 00 p.m ., and will include a variety of water experiences designed to improve the public’s awareness 
of the need for safety vigilance around water.  

“We all love to cool off at  our neighborhood pools during Houston’s hot  sum m er weather, but  we should 
never let  our guard down,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department . “There 
is nothing m ore t ragic and preventable than a swim m ing pool drowning. Swim m ing lessons and water 
safety classes are keys to enjoying our pools.”  

As part  of I nternat ional Water Safety Day, aquat ics staffers at  the Mem orial Park Pool will put  on water 
safety demonst rat ions and water fitness classes. Members of the public will be able to register for 
swimming classes, and staff lifeguards will be on hand to discuss swimming pool et iquet te and safety. 

I nternat ional Water Safety Day will take place in count r ies across the globe to bring at tent ion to the fact  
that  drowning is the third leading cause of accidental injury death worldwide. On average, 30,000 
drowning deaths take place m onthly around the world, and the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent  is dedicated to m aking the upcom ing sum m er swim  season safe for everyone who uses on 
of the City’s 38 aquat ic centers. The 2012 swim  season opens Saturday, May 26, the beginning of the 
Memorial Day weekend.       

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 38,992 acres 
of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents recreat ional 
program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org. 
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