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$ 1 2 0 ,0 0 0  Tim ken Foundat ion Grant  W ill Fund 
New  Fitness Center  at  Em ancipat ion Park 

Fitness Center W ill Be Part  of Com ing Renovat ions To Historic Em ancipat ion Park 

The Tim ken Foundat ion awarded a $120,000 grant  to the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
and the Houston Parks Board during the October 22, 2012 OST/ Alm eda Corr idors Redevelopm ent  
Authority (TI RZ # 7)  board meet ing.  The funds will be used to build the Timken Fitness/ Weight  Room at  
Em ancipat ion Park.  

“When sponsors like the Tim ken Foundat ion step up to fund worthy projects like the renovat ion of 
Em ancipat ion Park the ent ire city wins,”  said Houston Mayor Annise Parker. “Their civic leadership helps 
st rengthen our com m unity and m akes Houston a great  place to live.”  

“The Tim ken Foundat ion is pleased to support  and partner with the Houston Parks Board to help with 
the revitalizat ion of Em ancipat ion Park,”  said Greg Baylis, OA Manager Timken Boring Specialt ies, LLC. 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  in partnership with the OST/ Alm eda Corr idors 
Redevelopm ent  Authority (TI RZ # 7)  and the Houston Parks Board are current ly working to fund the 
renovat ion of the historic Em ancipat ion Park.  The Tim ken Fitness/ Weight  Room  will be part  of the 
renovat ion of the park and will be housed in a new Recreat ion Center. 

“We are thankful to the Tim ken Foundat ion for their  generous support ,”  said Joe Turner, Director, 
Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent .  “Their com m itm ent  to Houston and to the renovat ion of 
Historic Em ancipat ion Park will direct ly benefit  the surrounding neighborhood and all who visit  
Em ancipat ion Park.”   

The Timken Foundat ion of Canton grant  funds will develop the interior amenit ies of the Fitness/ Weight  
Room planned for the newly developed recreat ion center. When completed the new facilit y will include 
fitness equipm ent  and will serve as a place for the com munity to exercise and at tend nut r it ional classes 
and neighborhood m eet ings. Addit ional fitness and wellness act ivit ies for after-school and sum m er 
program part icipants, as well as adult  and seniors will also take place in this area. 

The fitness/ weight  room  will be approxim ately 1,350 square feet  and have daylight  view to the new 
ent ry courtyard and interior lobby. I t  will be equipped with amenit ies including rubberized flooring, 
storage, signage, back wall m irrors and elect r ical wir ing and out lets for various exercise/ weight  lift ing 
equipm ent  and speakers. 

The Em ancipat ion Park redevelopm ent  project  goal is to create a beaut iful and funct ional park for the 
residents of Third Ward, to be a catalyst  for local developm ent , and to becom e a draw for nat ional and 
internat ional visitors. New elem ents to be included in the park design are a new indoor recreat ion 
building, a splash pad, a jogging t rail,  a porch- like covered area, and several picnic areas. The exist ing 
baseball f ield, tennis and basketball courts will be replaced and upgraded. The swimming pool will be 
removed and replaced with more a modern pool and the exist ing pool house will be renovated. The 
exist ing community center will be renovated and restored to more closely resemble the original design 



and honor the historical importance of the building, and to create a m ore funct ional facilit y for the 
com m unity. The gym nasium  and other fitness amenit ies will be relocated to a new recreat ion center to 
be built  next  to the original building. I n the later, a large Fitness/ Weight  room will be created with new 
equipment , sound system and storage areas. 

About  the Tim ken Foundat ion 
Founded in 1934, the Timken Foundat ion is a pr ivate fam ily foundat ion based in Canton, Ohio.  Since incept ion, the Foundat ion has 
given over $300 m illion dollars in grants to public charit ies, pr imar ily to capital projects that  benefit  Tim ken Company plant  
com munit ies.  The grants have been in the areas of Arts & Culture, Civ ic & Com munity, Educat ion, Health & Hospitals, and Hum an 
Services.  
 
About  the Em ancipat ion Park Capita l Cam paign Project  
The Emancipat ion Park Capital Cam paign Project  seeks to preserve the history of the City ’s oldest  park while serving as a catalyst  for 
the revitalizat ion of the Third Ward Super Neighborhood. The total project  cost  is$33.6 m illion. This covers ALL project  costs from 
Planning and Pre-Design through const ruct ion, including acquisit ion, architectural and engineer ing design fees, design cont ingency 
(potent ial const ruct ion phase design changes) , const ruct ion m anagement , surveys, test ing, asbestos and lead abatem ent , and 
support  costs including legal fees and program  m anagem ent . The project  is one part  of a public-pr ivate partnership between the 
Houston Parks Board ( fiscal agent )  and Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (project  m anager)  to create, im prove, and protect  
parkland and recreat ion program s for the City of Houston. The redevelopment  of Emancipat ion Park is one project  created through 
this partnership.   
 
About  The Houston Parks Board 
The Houston Parks Board, a non-profit  organizat ion founded in 1976, is funded pr im arily by the generous donat ions 
of pr ivate donors including individuals, fam ilies, neighborhood groups, foundat ions and corporat ions. During it s 35-  
year history, the Houston Parks Board has acquired and im proved over 75 percent  of Houston’s parkland, expanding the city’s park 
space by over 13,000 acres and making over $75 m illion in capital im provem ents. The 
Parks Board works closely with Houston’s Mayor and the City’s Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  in fulfilling it s 
m ission to create, improve, protect  and advocate for parkland in the Greater Houston Region. 
 
About  The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 38,752 acres of parkland and greenspace 
for the City of Houston and develops and implem ents recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies.  For m ore inform at ion on 
the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  

www.houstonparks.org.  
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