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$ 3 0  Million Regional Bike/ Ped Connect ions to Transit  Projects 

To I ncrease Mobility Across Houston 
Project  includes 6 separate projects to close t rail gaps inside 610 loop 

Mayor Annise Parker, Congressm an Gene Green, Representat ive Sheila Jackson Lee, Victor 

Mendez, Adm inist rator, Federal Highway Adm inist rat ion, Buffalo Bayou Partnership, Greater 

East  End Managem ent  Dist r ict , the Houston Parks Board and the Houston Parks and 

Recreat ion Department  will celebrate the groundbreaking of the first  of six projects made 

possible by a Federal Highway Administ rat ion (FHWA)  grant .  A groundbreaking cerem ony for 

the first  project  to begin const ruct ion, the Buffalo Bayou Path project , is scheduled for 

Novem ber 25, 2013, at  11: 15 a.m . in the City Hall Rotunda. 

“Trail connect ions like this are an incredible asset  for all Houstonians,”  said Mayor Annise 

Parker. “They increase our m obilit y across the city, improve our quality of life and make 

Houston a greener, m ore live-able city.”  

The $30 m illion Houston Regional Bike/ Ped Connect ions to Transit  Project  was made possible 

through federal funds in the form  of a $15 m illion Transportat ion I nvestm ent  Generat ing 

Economic Recovery (TI GER)  grant . Project  Partners providing local matching funding are:  

Houston Parks Board, Buffalo Bayou Partnership, and Greater East  End Managem ent  Dist r ict .   

The projects are expected to im prove m obilit y in Houston by elim inat ing m ajor gaps on 

pr im ary off-st reet  bicycle/ pedest r ian t ransportat ion routes and in the city’s bike grid;  

providing extensive connect ions to residences, em ploym ent  centers and bus and rail 

t ransportat ion;  and com plete a port ion of the inner city bikeway plan for shared use 

paths.New direct ional signs and pedest r ian am enit ies, including benches, bike racks, waste 

receptacles, light ing, t rees and landscaping, and the const ruct  of an elect r ic shut t le path 

between two campuses of the University of Houston will also be added.  



“FHWA is pleased to be part  of such a pivotal project  in Houston,”  FHWA Adm inist rator Victor 

Mendez said. “What  does it  m ean to be m ult i-modal? For this city, it  means econom ic 

opportunity and new const ruct ion today and seven m iles of paths, 10 m iles of on-st reet  

bikeways, 11 m iles of sidewalks, and six m iles of pedest r ian enhancements in the future.”  

The Buffalo Bayou Path (segment  # 4)  isthe first  project  to begin const ruct ion.  I t  will close a 

0.3 m ile gap link along Sm ith and Travis St reet .  Const ruct ion at  the site will begin in January 

2014.  Other projects will follow when plans and bids are finalized and approved. 

“We are excited for the new connect ions that  TI GER is bringing to our linear parkland,”  said 

Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “ I t  provides alternat ive 

t ransit  corr idorsfor users while reconnect ing them  to nature.  We thank our partners in this 

project , Buffalo Bayou Partnership, the Greater East  End Managem ent  Dist r ict  and the 

Houston Parks Board.”  

The Houston Regional Bike/ Ped Connect ions to Transit  project  consists of 6 separate projects:  

1) The White Oak Bayou Path:  Alabonson Rd/ Antoine Dr Link (0.8-m ile com m uter
extension of shared-use path)

2) The White Oak Bayou Path:  11 th St reet / Heights Bike Trail/ Stude Park Links (1.4-m ile
gap closures and bridge const ruct ion project )

3) The White Oak Bayou Path:  Connect ions to Resident ial Neighborhoods and Buffalo
Bayou Path (0.2-m ile gap closure project  and 0.7-m ile connect ions to shared-use
path)

4) The Buffalo Bayou Path:  Sm ith St ./ Travis St . Link (0.3-m ile gap closure project )
5) East  Downtown Connect ions:  Transit / Resident ial/ Commercial Connect ions (8.6-m ile

gap closures and key connect ions project )
6) Brays Bayou Path Gap:  MLK/ Old Spanish Trail Link (1.6-m ile gap closure project  and

0.6-m ile alternat ive t ransit  path)

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (HPARD)  stewards and m anages over 37,832 
acres of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents 
recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies.  For m ore inform at ion on the Houston 
Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org. 
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