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$ 3 3  Million Em ancipat ion Park Renovat ion Project  
W ill Celebrate the History of Oldest  Park in the City of Houston 

Groundbreaking Cerem ony to be held on October 2 6 , 2 0 1 3  
 

Mayor Annise Parker, OST/ Alm eda Corr idors Redevelopm ent  Authority (TI RZ # 7) , the 

Friends of Em ancipat ion Park and the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  will break 

ground on Em ancipat ion Park’s $33 m illion project  on October 26, 2013.  Em ancipat ion 

Park, one of Houston’s m ost  histor ically significant  parks, is located at  3018 Dowling St reet  

in Third Ward.  The groundbreaking ceremony will take place at  11: 00a.m . 

“We are excited to begin the renovat ion of Emancipat ion Park,”  said Mayor Parker.  “This 

project  recognizes the foresight  of the founding fathers who created this park.  When 

com pleted, we expect  Em ancipat ion Park to be a place where people from  across the nat ion 

will com e to celebrate and learn about  it s history and the freedom  it  stands for.”  

I n 1872, four form er slaves, Reverend Jack Yates, Richard Brock, Reverend Elias Dibble and 

Richard Allen pooled together $800 to buy 10 acres of land to create a park that  they 

nam ed Em ancipat ion Park.  Their goal was to create a place where emancipat ion from  

slavery could be celebrated.  I n 1918, the park becam e a city park. I t  received m ajor 

renovat ions during the Works Progress Adm inist rat ion when a com munity center and pool 

were built .  Addit ional renovat ions were m ade in the ‘70’s, when a basketball pavilion was 

added. This new project  will be the most  significant  since then.   

“Em ancipat ion Park has been a place for celebrat ion and histor ic relevance for m ore than a 

hundred years.  The improvements being planned will pay homage to that  history,”  said Joe 

Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department . “We thank all of our funding 

partners for their  support , especially the Kinder Foundat ion, Houston Endowm ent , the 

Tim ken Foundat ion, and Texas Parks and Wildlife Departm ent .  Together with TIRZ # 7 and 

the Friends of Em ancipat ion Park, they are helping us create a park that  will honor the 

founding fathers and their  vision.”  



The Freelon Group, along with M2L Associates, a local landscape architectural firm ,is leading 

the design effort  for the project .Philip Freelon, founder and President  of theFreelonGroup of 

Durham , North Carolina,was selected to design the renovat ion of Em ancipat ion Park,in 

partnership with M2L Associates.Freelon Group projectsinclude the Sm ithsonian I nst itut ion 

Nat ional Museum of Afr ican American History and Culture in Washington, D.C.;  the Nat ional 

Center for Civil and Hum an Rights in At lanta, Georgia, and the I nternat ional Civil Rights 

Center and Museum  in Greensboro, North Carolina.   

Em ancipat ion Park Project  partners include the OST/ Almeda Corr idors Redevelopment  

Authority (TI RZ # 7) , the Friends of Em ancipat ion Park, the Houston Parks Board, and the 

Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent .  Funding for the project  includes grants from  the 

Kinder Foundat ion, Houston Endowment , the Tim ken Foundat ion, and the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Departm ent .    

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,832 acres of parkland 
and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all 
abilit ies. For m ore informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  
www.houstonparks.org. 

- 3 0 -  
 


