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Abandoned House Dem olit ion Expands Tow nw ood Park  
H.P.A.R.D. Dedicated to I m proving Neighborhoods Through Park Projects 

 

Mayor Annise Parker and the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  will be joined by state and 
local officials at  a cerem ony to dem olish an abandoned house at  the ent rance to Townwood Park. 
The event  will take place at  10: 30 a.m . on Saturday, April 27, 2013. Once the demolit ion is 
completed, the cleared land will become a part  of Townwood Park.    
 
W HO:  Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  
  Mayor Annise Parker 
  State Representat ive Dr. Alma Allen 
  Council Member Larry Green, Dist r ict  K 
  Council Member Wanda Adams, Dist r ict  D 
  Former Council Member Ada Edwards 
  Roksan Okan-Vick, Execut ive Director, Houston Parks Board  
W HAT: Dem olit ion of abandoned house to improve neighborhood through park 

projects      
W HEN:  Saturday, April 27, 2013  

10: 30 a.m . – 11: 00 a.m . Ceremony followed by demolit ion 
11: 00 a.m . – 11: 30 a.m . Recept ion at  community center   

W HERE:  Townwood Park 
   3403 Simsbrook at  Buffalo Speedway 
   Houston, TX 77045                                                                                                                     

The acquisit ion of the property and the demolit ion of the abandoned house (14203 Buffalo 
Speedway)  was a project  or iginally begun under former Council Member Ada Edwards. The 
property was acquired by the Houston Parks Board for the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Department  and will add 9,000 square feet , or approximately 1/ 5 of an acre of land, to Townwood 
Park.  This project  is the latest  in a number of improvements to the park over the past  few years. 
These improvements have included:  a new community center (built  in 2008 with Capital 
I mprovement  Project  funding) , a new swimming pool and pavilion (opened in 2011 through Capital 
I m provem ent  Project  funding, a T.P.W.D. Urban Outdoor Recreat ion Grant  and an Urban 
Development  Econom ic Development  I nit iat ive Grant ) , and a project  current ly underway to 
im prove sports fields and parking ( in const ruct ion through a T.P.W.D. grant  and Capital 
I m provem ent  Project  funding) .  Taken together, the projects cont inue H.P.A.R.D.'s com m itment  to 
improve neighborhoods through park projects.  

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 37,832 
acres of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents 
recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Houston Parks 
and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org.  
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