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W illow  W aterhole Greenw ay Project  
Receives $ 3 9 9 ,9 9 9  Coastal I m pact  Assistance Program  Grant   

Funding to Restore W illow  W aterhole Coastal Prair ie  Region and Provide Educat ion 
Resources To Public 

 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  and the Office of Harr is County 

Com m issioner Precinct  One have received a $399,999 Coastal I m pact  Assistance Program  grant  

from  the U.S. Department  of I nter ior -  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Wildlife and Sport  Fish 

Restorat ion Program  for the Willow Waterhole Greenway Project . Harr is County subm it ted and 

received the grant  for the Willow Waterhole Greenway Project  on behalf of H.P.A.R.D.  The grant  

funds will be used by the department  in partnership with the Willow Waterhole Greenspace 

Conservancy for the project  im plem entat ion. 

 

“The Willow Waterhole Greenway Project  is an exam ple of how partnerships between groups and 

agencies can m ake a difference in neighborhoods.  Willow Waterhole is a partnership agreem ent  

between Harr is County Com m issioner Precinct  1, the Harr is County Flood Cont rol Dist r ict  

(H.C.F.C.D.)  and our department ,"  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion 

Departm ent . “Now, thanks to Harr is County and Com m issioner El Franco Lee, Willow Waterhole will 

becom e a liv ing exam ple of the im portant  role waterways and natural habitats play in m aintaining 

an ecologically sound environm ent ."  

Grant  funding will be used to restore the natural environm ent  at  Willow Waterhole Park through the 

rem oval of invasive species and restorat ion of the r iparian forest  and coastal prair ie.  

Environm ental interpretat ive signage will be installed.  The signage will help educate the public on 

the im portance of coastal natural resources, conservat ion and habitat , and the ecological 

connect ions between Willow Waterhole Greenway and waterways it  connects to (Brays Bayou, the 

Houston Ship Channel, Galveston Bay and the Gulf of Mexico) . 

The project  will include the following:  

•  Plant ing of approxim ately 20 acres of t ree-based layered plant ing zones 
•  Building 275 linear feet  of connect ive t rails 
•  Const ruct ing 21 on-site perm eable parking spots 
•  Building an outdoor classroom or observat ion plat form  
•  Designing/ producing and installing 50 signs ( interpretat ive, way- finding and st reet )  
•  Host ing of 6 volunteer events 
•  Coordinat ing 12 program  act ivit ies 



About  the W illow  W aterhole Storm w ater  Detent ion Basin 
The Willow Waterhole Storm water Detent ion Basin is part  of H.C.F.C.D. Project  Brays’ four storm water detent ion basins 
designed to reduce flooding in southwest  Houston.  The basin was designed to hold approximately 600 m illion gallons of 
storm water during heavy rainfall and peak flows in the channel that  could cause flooding.  At  the sam e t ime, the project  
offers 279 acres of usable greenspace for the nearby com munity.  The Willow Waterhole Greenway Project  is a local 
init iat ive that  aim s to provide the stormwater detent ion basin with recreat ional and aesthet ic amenit ies. For m ore 
inform at ion, v isit  www.HCFCD.org 
 
About  the W illow  W aterhole Greenspace Conservancy 
The Willow Waterhole Greenspace Conservancy (W.W.G.C.)  is a diverse and broad-based group of cit izens dedicated to the 
creat ion of the W illow  W aterhole Greenw ay Project .   The Mission of the W.W.G.C. is to mobilize individuals, 
neighborhoods, governm ent  agencies, businesses and foundat ions to support  the creat ion of the W illow  W aterhole 
Conservat ion Reserve .  For m ore inform at ion on the Willow Waterhole Greenspace Conservancy, visit  www.wwgc.org.   
 
About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,832 acres of parkland and 
greenspace for  the City of Houston and develops and implem ents recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For 
more informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org.  
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