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Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  

Com m unity Gardens W ill Grow  For Good 
New  Grant  Funding W ill Help Low - I ncom e Fam ilies Grow  Fresh Produce 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  has been selected as a Grow Your Park 
grant  recipient  from  the Darden Foundat ion and the Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion 
(N.R.P.A.) . H.P.A.R.D. is one of fifteen com m unit ies awarded this grant  in 2014. 

“This generous grant  will m ove Houston forward toward a t im e when all fam ilies will have 
 nut r it ious diets and plenty to eat ,”  said Joe Turner,  Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent . “We believe that  our departm ent ’s part icipat ion in this program  will be a m ajor factor 
in im proving lives throughout  Houston.”  

“The Grow Your Park grant  program  and it s recipients em body our com m itm ent  to give back to 
local com m unit ies, preserve our planet ’s natural resources and serve food to those in need,”  said 
Stephanie Ghertner,  Director of the Darden Foundat ion. “Food banks and other organizat ions in 
com m unit ies across the count ry benefit  from  the fresh produce and educat ional opportunit ies 
com m unity gardens provide.”  

Com m unity gardens located in parks and other com m unity spaces provide a nut r it ious source of 
local and healthy produce while encouraging project  collaborat ion and healthy living. I n Houston, 
several parks have hosted successful com m unity gardens for years through the act ive part icipat ion 
of com m unity groups and H.P.A.R.D. staff.  For instance, the com m unity garden in Freed Park is 
over twenty years old. 

I n addit ion to the product ion of nut r it ious foods, com m unity gardens prom ote healthy lifestyles, 
connect  people to nature, cult ivate com m unity t ies, and st rengthen individual self- sufficiency.   The 
ent ire process from  plant ing to harvest ing helps create a m ore act ive, engaged and healthy 
com m unity. 

Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  gardens which will receive funding through this grant  
include those at :  

Burnet t -Bayland Park  6000 Chim ney Rock 77081 

Cloverland Park  11800 Scot t  77047  

Freed Park     6818 Shady Villa 77055 

I ndependence Heights Park  601 East  35 th St reet  77022 

Metropolitan Mult i-Service Center    1475 West  Gray 77019  

Shady Lane Park  10220 Shady Lane 77093 

Sunnyside Park  3502 Bellfort  77051 

 

  



For m ore inform at ion about  the Grow Your Park program , visit  ht tp: / / www.nrpa.org/ garden/ .   

The Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion  is a nat ional not - for-profit  organizat ion dedicated to advancing park, 
recreat ion and conservat ion effor ts that  enhance quality of life for all people. Through its network of 40,000 recreat ion and 
park professionals and cit izens, N.R.P.A. encourages the promot ion of healthy and act ive lifestyles, conservat ion init iat ives 
and equitable access to parks and public space. For more informat ion, v isit  www.NRPA.org. For digital access to N.R.P.A.’s 
f lagship publicat ion, Parks & Recreat ion, v isit  www.parksandrecreat ion.org.  

The Darden Restaurants, I nc. Foundat ion is the char itable arm  of Darden Restaurants, I nc. The Darden Foundat ion’s 
m ission is to maintain a spir it  of service and community engagement  as defining characterist ics of Darden’s fam ily of 
restaurants – Red Lobster, Olive Garden, LongHorn Steakhouse, Bahama Breeze, Seasons 52, The Capital Gr ille, Eddie V’s 
and Yard House. Since 1995, the Darden Foundat ion has awarded more than $71 m illion in grants to leading nonprofit  
organizat ions that  align with its m ission and community pr ior it ies:  Recipe for Success® , Preservat ion of Natural Resources 
and Good Neighbor grants. Through the Darden Harvest program, Darden Restaurants has also donated more than 66 
m illion pounds of food to hunger relief agencies across the U.S. and Canada. I n 2011, the Darden Foundat ion int roduced the 
Restaurant  Community Grants program that  is dedicated to support ing local nonprofit  organizat ions in the hundreds of 
communit ies where we live and serve. For more informat ion, please visit  www.dardenfoundat ion.com. 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,832 acres of parkland and 
greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all abilit ies. For 
more informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832) 395-7022 or v isit  www.houstonparks.org.  
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