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Houston Parks and Recreat ion Depar tm ent  Plans an Ex cit ing Sum m er o f 

Outdoor  Fun and Gam es  

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  kicks off the 2014 sum m er season this weekend with 
act ivit ies and classes for all ages and abilit ies.  

“We’re excited that  sum m er is here. I t ’s one of our busiest  seasons,”  said Joe Turner,  Director, Houston 
Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “We welcom e visitors t o our 360 plus parks and encourage them  to 
check out  H.P.A.R.D.’s 2014 sum m er catalog to see all the program s we have to offer  during the 
sum m er.”  

H.P.A.R.D. ’s 2 0 1 4  Sum m er  Act iv it ie s and Class Cata log  offers a com plete list  of sum m er 
program m ing offered by the departm ent  with dates, fees and inform at ion num bers for the public to 
download. The catalog is available for download at  www.houstonparks.org. 

Som e act ivit ies and program  listed in the catalog and offered by the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent  this sum m er include:  

Pools 
Offers:  37 pool sites provide cool relief from  Houston’s heat . Swim  classes are also offered. 
Fee:  Free 
Ages :  Open to all ages. Youth under 8 years of age m ust  be accom panied by parent / guardian 
Locat ions :  www.houstonparks.org 
Days:  May 31 – August  17;  Tuesday – Sunday (closed on Mondays)   
 August  18 – Sept  1;  Saturday and Sunday only (closed Mon – Fri)  
 
Learn t o Sw im  –  H2 O Safe  
Offers:  Three levels of Swim  Inst ruct ion at  33 pool sites across the city.  Regist rat ion is 
 required and 30 m inute classes are offered between the hours of 4: 00 pm  – 8: 00 pm .  
 Schedules vary by site. Call us or visit  website www.houstonparks.org for  m ore 
 inform at ion. 
Fee :  Free 
Ages :  6 -  13 
Locat ions :  www.houstonparks.org 

 
Sum m er Food Service  Program   
Offers:  Lunches and snacks at  over 400 sites across the city for children ages 1 – 18 to replace
 m eals provided during the school year.  No regist rat ion is required. H.P.A.R.D. has 
 sponsored this program  since 1980. 
Fee:  FREE 
Ages:  1-18 
Locat ions:  Over 400 sites across Houston and Harris County 
Days:  June 2 – Aug 15 (Mon – Fri only)  
Tim e:  Lunch 11: 00 am  – 1: 00 pm  
 Snack 3: 00 pm  – 4: 00 pm  
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I nform at ion:  2-1-1 (give operator your zip code for closest  site to you)  
  

 
Sum m er Enr ichm ent  Program   
Offers:  A day cam p-style program  for youth ages 6 – 13. The program  operates 
 under “Texas Standards of Care”  as defined by the Texas Departm ent  of 
 Protect ive and Regulatory Services. Act ivit ies include crafts, nut r it ion 
 educat ion, fitness, t rack and field, j unior golf, nature explorat ion, recycling 
 awareness, hiking and fishing excursions, and com puter literacy.  
Fee:  Tuit ion is $30 per week per child 
Ages:  6-13 
Locat ions:  49 H.P.A.R.D. sites across Houston 
Days:  June 2 – Aug 8 (Mon – Fri only)  
Tim e:  8: 00 am  – 6: 00 pm  (parents responsible for t ransportat ion to and from  site)  
Regist rat ion:  Online Only www.houstonparks.org 
 
Golf  Courses   
Offers:  7 Locat ions across the city. A wide variety of am enit ies ensure that  H.P.A.R.D. golf 

courses offer  som ething for everyone at  all skill levels. All sites are non-m etal spike 
courses.  

Fees:  Vary;  consult  website for each golf course www.houstonparks.org 
Locat ions :  www.houstonparks.org 
 
Lake Houston W ilderness Park  
Offers:  4,786.6 acres of wooded parkland, approxim ately 30 m inutes north of downtown 
 Houston off of Highway 59 near the town of New Caney. I t  is the only park in the 
 H.P.A.R.D. system  where overnight  cam ping is available. Cabins (both lakeside and 
 wooded sites) , lakeside tent  plat form s, screen shelters, backpack cam psites, and dining 
 hall are available for rental. Act ivit ies include hiking and biking on 12 m iles of hike and 
 bike t rails, kayaking on t ree- lined creeks, and horseback r iding on 8 m iles of equest r ian 
 t rails. (Bring your own bikes, watercraft , and horses) .  
Fee:  $3.00 daily adm ission fee;  other fees apply and vary depending on cabin rental.  
 
Hershey Track  &  Fie ld   
Offers:  A FREE excit ing t rack & field event  for children ages 6 – 14. The program  is 
 open to all t rack & field clubs and school team  m em bers and individuals, and 
 no experience is necessary. The m eet  takes place from  9: 00 – 2: 00 June 10 
 and July 9 at  the Barnet t  Sports Com plex, and features dashes, runs, relays, 
 broad jum ps, and softball throw. The Jacob & Therese Hershey Foundat ion is a
 part ial sponsor for  the event .  
Fee:  Free 
Regist rat ion:  May 2 – July 3 (ongoing through those t im e periods)  
Meets/ Ages:  June 10 (ages 9-14)  and July 9 (ages 6 – 14)    
 
Houston Teens Outside W ith Nature ( HTOW N)   
Offers:  A FREE year- round program  that  offers youth ages 14 – 18 opportunit ies to 
 build confidence and self-esteem  through m entoring and H.P.A.R.D. program s and 
 special events. Act ivit ies include com m unity and volunteer project s, t een 
 forum s and workshops, field t rips and tours, hands-on outdoor act ivit ies, and sports. 
Fee:  Free 
Regist rat ion:  Ongoing 
Ages:  14-18 
Locat ions:  H.P.A.R.D. Com m unity Centers 

 
Opening Doors Teen Mentor ing W orksh op   
Offers :  Youth ages 14 – 18 have the opportunity to perform  com m unity service during the 

sum m er. Teens develop character and self-worth and prepare for the job m arket  with 
interview and resum e t raining. They take part  in com m unity projects,  f ield t r ips, 
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workshops, and a team -building cam ping experience at  Lake Houston Wilderness Park. 
The 8-week sum m er program  m eets at  the Judson Robinson, Jr. , Com m unity Center.  

Fee:  $30 per week, (Monday – Thursday only)  
Ages:  14-18 
Locat ions:  Judson Robinson, Jr ., Com m unity Center,  2020 Herm ann Drive 
 
Teen Adventure  Caravan   
Offers:  Program s, field t r ips, m entoring, and special teen events for youth Ages 14 – 18 at  

H.P.A.R.D. com m unity centers across town. Act ivit ies include m ot ivat ional speakers, 
essay and talent  com pet it ions, nature and cam ping act ivit ies, and college cam pus 
tours.  

Fee :  Free 
Ages :  14-18 
Locat ions :  Select  H.P.A.R.D. Com m unity Centers (call for Locat ions)  

 
Ath letes Seek ing Know ledge   
Offers:  FREE educat ional support , resources, and scholarship opportunit ies to youth  
Ages : 13 – 18 in H.P.A.R.D.’s Sum m er Enrichm ent  or other recreat ional program s.   
Fee :  Free 
Ages :  13 -  18 
Locat ions :  H.P.A.R.D. Com m unity Centers ( call for Locat ions)  
 
D- Tag Tat too Rem ova l   
Offers:  Tat too rem oval service upon com plet ion of 6 hours of com m unity service.  D-Tag 
 is co-sponsored by the Harris County Medical Society. 
Ages : Young people 10 – 24  
Fee :  Free with com plet ion of 6 hours of com m unity service to be perform ed prior to tat too 
 rem oval procedure 
Locat ions :  Judson Robinson, Jr ., Com m unity Center,  2020 Herm ann Drive 
 
Sum m er Youth Tennis  
Offers:  Through a partnership with the Houston Tennis Associat ion, I nc/ NJTL, t ennis lessons for  
 children teach them  the fundam entals of the gam e of t ennis along with invaluable life 
 skills. Sum m er classes m eet  in the m orning or afternoon, and no pre- regist rat ion is 
 required, although class enrollm ent  closes 2 weeks after classes start .  
Fee :  Free  
Ages :  4 -  18 
Locat ions :  37 H.P.A.R.D. t ennis courts across Houston Area 
 
Skateparks   
Offer s: 5 above ground skatepark sites across the city, and 1 in-ground skatepark, the Lee & Joe 
 Jam ail Skatepark for skateboarders to use. 
Fee :  Free  
Ages :  6 -  Up 
Locat ions: www.houstonparks.org 

Parks Online Master  Plan Survey  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  is in the process of evaluat ing and adjust ing it s Parks 
Master Plan, last  published in 2008. The plan gives direct ion for the growth of the city’s park system  for 
the next  twenty years. Since 2007, the City of Houston has been divided into 21 Park Sectors and park 
need analysis at  this level is current ly underway. H.P.A.R.D. is request ing park users take the Online 
Master Plan Survey and provide their input  on park priorit ies that  need to be addressed first  with 
available funding. The Online Master Plan Survey is available in both English and Spanish at  Master Plan 
Survey English Version Master Plan Survey Spanish Version.   
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The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 38,752 acres of parkland and 
greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all abilit ies. For more 
informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832)  395-7022 or v isit  www.houstonparks.org. 
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