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Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent   
Receives Grant  for  Soccer for  Success Program   

Program  Addresses  Children’s Health I ssues and Juvenile  Delinquency  

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  has received a two-year grant  
from  the U.S. Soccer Foundat ion (U.S.S.F.)  to cont inue to offer the Soccer for  Success 
program  to 1,000 children ages 6 – 14 at  13 schools and area parks. The grant  provides 
$142,500 for Fiscal Years 2015 and 2016 each, supplem ented by City of Houston general 
funds of $137,000 and Houston Parks Board funds of $5,500 each fiscal year. Soccer for 
Success is offered to students as a free, sports-based youth developm ent  program  that  uses 
soccer as a tool to im prove the health and behavioral outcom es for children in underserved 
urban com m unit ies.  

“Soccer for Success is an innovat ive program  that  has been proven to have a posit ive 
im pact  on youth in underserved com m unit ies,”  said Ed Foster-Sim eon, president  and C.E.O. 
of the U.S. Soccer Foundat ion. “We are com m it ted to using our gam e to help children 
develop healthy, act ive lifestyles, build character, and st rengthen life skills that  provide the 
foundat ion for product ive and successful lives.”  

“We have had Soccer for Success as an im portant  part  of our program s for  youth since 
2009,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “We appreciate 
the interest  taken by the U.S. Soccer Foundat ion in im proving the lives of young 
Houstonians through good nut r it ion and sport s.”  

The program  provides after  school act ivit ies to part icipants three t im es per week throughout  
the school year.  The children enjoy soccer and nut r it ion educat ion to im prove their overall 
health by increasing st rength, agilit y, and endurance, and through im proved dietary 
pract ices that  m ay last  a lifet im e. They benefit  by having a safe after school environm ent  
within which they can avoid gang act ivit y, and access to m entors who help them  develop 
im portant  life skills. 

The U.S. Soccer Foundat ion is the m ajor charitable arm  of soccer in the United States. 
Soccer for  Success is a partnership program  between H.P.A.R.D.,  U.S.S.F., the Houston 
Dynam o and Dynam o Charit ies, and the Houston Independent  School Dist r ict  (H.I .S.D.) .              

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,851 acres of parkland 
and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all 
abilit ies. For more informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  and its golf programs, call (832) 
395-7022 or v isit  www.houstonparks.org. 
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