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Herm ann Park Recognized As One of 1 5   
Great  Places I n Am erica by Am erican Planning Associat ion 

 
The Am erican Planning Associat ion has released its annual list  of Great  Places in Am erica, 

and Houston’s Herm ann Park has a prom inent  place on it . Herm ann Park has been a favorite 

spot  for Houstonians since it s creat ion in 1914, and now this prest igious organizat ion and 

the rest  of the nat ion recognize it s beauty and im portance. At  2: 30 p.m . on Friday, October 

23, 2015, Mayor Annise Parker, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  Director Joe 

Turner and Herm ann Park Conservancy Execut ive Director Doreen Stoller  will host  

representat ives of the A.P.A. in a cerem ony at  t he park’s McGovern Centennial Gardens, 

1500 Herm ann Drive, 77004. 

“Public spaces are essent ial as gathering places and recreat ional venues in our com m unit ies, 

and designing them  to be innovat ive, m ult ifunct ional, and culturally beneficial requires 

thought ful collaborat ionand planning,”  said Carol Rhea, F.A.I .C.P., president  of A.P.A. “The 

Great  Public Spaces of 2015 illust rate how to effect ively create spaces that  enhance the 

lives of residents and visitors alike, and we com m end them  on this t rem endous 

achievem ent .”   

“We are honored that  Herm ann Park has received this designat ion,”  said Houston Mayor 

Annise Parker.  “ I t  is an iconic j ewel that  is a favorite of all Houstonians. We are thankful 

that  the public private partnership that  has worked to develop so m any of these beaut iful 

am enit ies has been recognized by the Am erican Planning Associat ion.”  

Herm ann Park was originally gifted to the city by George H. Herm ann in 1914. I t s 445 acres 

of land are one of the m ost  popular places visited by Houstonians year- round.    

“This park is one of the places that  m ake Houston such a unique and wonderful place to 

live,”  said Joe Turner,  Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “ I t  is not  only 

beaut iful, but  the am enit ies range from  wild prairie to m anicured gardens, with m useum s, 

entertainm ent  venues, a world-class Zoo, and a m ini t rain, to boot .”   
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"The revitalizat ion of Herm ann Park is a m iracle of com m unity engagem ent ,”  said Doreen 

Stoller, Execut ive Director,Herm ann Park Conservancy. “The Park has becom e a place not  

j ust  loved by the Houston com m unity, but  also supported by it , through inst itut ions, 

corporat ions, and fam ilies."  

 

As part  of Nat ional Com m unity Planning Month, A.P.A. ’s Great  Places in Am erica program  

recognizes st reets, neighborhoods, and public spaces in the United States that  dem onst rate 

except ional character, qualit y, and planning that  enrich their com m unit ies, facilitate 

econom ic growth, and inspire others around the count ry.  Herm ann Park’s 101 years have 

involved a great  deal of developm ent , carr ied out  according to m aster plans by such fam ous 

landscape architects as Arthur Com ey, Hare and Hare, and Laurie Olin. The Houston Parks 

and Recreat ion Departm ent  is the steward for the park and the Herm ann Park Conservancy 

has been it s partner for  the last  thirty years of developm ent . Today’s park represents a 

diverse environm ent  with a wide range of at t ract ions, located in the heart  of a busy, vibrant  

city. To be on the Great  Places list , it  m ust  have a t rue sense of place, cultural and historical 

interest , a legacy of planning, and a vision for t he future. Herm ann Park fit s all of these 

criteria, and m ore.    

About  the Am erican Planning Associat ion  
The Am erican Planning Associat ion is an independent , not -  for-profit  educat ional organizat ion that  
provides leadership in the developm ent  of vital comm unit ies.A.P.A. and it s professional inst itute, the 
Am erican I nst itute of Cert ified Planners, are dedicated to advancing the art , science and profession of 
good planning - -  physical, econom ic and social - -  so as to create com m unit ies that  offer bet ter choices 
for where and how people work and live. Mem bers of A.P.A. help create com m unit ies of last ing value 
and encourage civic leaders, business interests and cit izens to play a m eaningful role in creat ing 
com m unit ies that  enrich people's lives. APA has offices in Washington, D.C., and Chicago. For m ore 
inform at ion, visit  www.planning.org. 
 
About  the Herm ann Park Conservancy 
Founded in 1992, Herm ann Park Conservancy is a nonprofit  cit izens' organizat ion dedicated to the 
stewardship and im provem ent  of Herm ann Park, one of Houston's largest  and m ost  loved urban parks. 
Through a public-pr ivate partnership with the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , the 
Conservancy has secured nearly $119 m illion toward a $126 m illion goal for the Centennial Cam paign 
for Herm ann Park, which celebrated it s 100th bir thday in 2014. Beyond raising m illions of dollars 
toward capital im provem ents in the Park, the Conservancy oversees program s focused on visitor 
services, conservat ion and stewardship, and t ree care. For m ore inform at ion on the Conservancy, visit  
herm annpark.org. Follow the Conservancy at  facebook.com / Herm annPark and 
twit ter.com / Herm annPark.  
 
About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 37,859 acres 
of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents recreat ional 
program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org.  
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