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Vote for  Your Favorite Houston Park This Earth Month   
Parks Build Com m unity Challenge - 1  of 3  HPARD Parks W ill W in $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  Grant  

You Can Vote  Daily For Your  Favor ite  Park    
  

This Earth Month, the Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion, Disney |  ABC Television Group and ESPN 
are collaborat ing to revitalize parks across the U.S., including a Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
(H.P.A.R.D.)  park!  Through Parks Build Com m unity ,  an init iat ive that  gives back to these places that  
shape so m uch of our lives, one of three H.P.A.R.D. parks w ill receive a  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  grant  and 
Houstonians get  to choose w hich one. 
 
“Parks have im m ense power. They help fam ilies live healthier lives, connect  kids to nature, increase kids’ 
access to sports and so m uch m ore,”  said Barbara Tulipane, President  and C.E.O. of N.R.P.A. “Parks Build 
Com m unity is a great  opportunity to share the power of parks during Earth Month while bringing essent ial 
funds to crit ical local park proj ects.”  
 
Houston is one of 15 com m unit ies across the count ry selected to part icipate in this Parks Build Com m unity 
init iat ive. The public will determ ine which H.P.A.R.D. park will receive the $20,000 grant  through their 
daily votes.  
 
“Our departm ent  is thrilled to be chosen to be part  of the Parks Build Com m unity Challenge,”  said Joe 
Turner, Director,  Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “We encourage com m unit ies to v isit  
NRPA.org/ BeI nspired  and part icipate by vot ing for  their favorite proj ect .”  
  
The Parks Build Com m unity  grant  init iat ive will run from  April 1  to April 3 0 . During that  t im e,  park 
supporters can vote  on a  daily basis for their  favor ite park  project  by visit ing 
NRPA.org/ BeI nspired. At  the end of April,  the park project  with the m ost  votes will receive the grant  
funding.  
 
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  projects are:   
 • Herm an Brow n Park :  The Northshore Nature Walk will provide access to outdoor passive 

recreat ion and nature-based act ivit ies. A nature t rail with m ulch surface, seat ing areas and nat ive 
plant ings will be created to give park visitors access to wildlife viewing in a rem ote part  of the park. 
I nvasive species in the surrounding forest  will be rem oved.     

 • Milby Park :  Soccer Mini-Pitch Court  Im provem ents will install a 20- foot  fence around the 
perim eter of the newly resurfaced court s to increase safet y for  players and spectators, keeping the 
soccer ball inside the play area and away from  the nearby park road. They will benefit  students 
registered in the Soccer for Success program . 
 • MacGregor Park :  Six tennis courts at  the Hom er Ford Tennis Center will be resurfaced with 
blended lines for  10 & under play. These upgraded courts will help expand play and pract ice t ime 
for  younger kids who part icipate in the free Youth Tennis Program , enhancing their pract ice and 
playt im e experience. 
 

 
 

mailto:estella.espinosa@houstontx.gov


This Earth Month, show how parks build your com m unity and vote to im prove local parks and the places 
you go to have fun, enjoy nature and get  act ive r ight  here in Houston. For  m ore inform at ion and to 
vote, visit  NRPA.org/ BeI nspired.  
 
The Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion (N.R.P.A.)  is a nat ional not - for-profit  organizat ion dedicated to advancing park, 
recreat ion and conservat ion effor ts that  enhance quality of life for all people. Through its network of more than 47,000 recreat ion 
and park professionals and cit izens, N.R.P.A. encourages the promot ion of healthy lifestyles, conservat ion init iat ives and equitable 
access to parks and public space. For more informat ion, v isit  www.NRPA.org.  For digital access to N.R.P.A.’s f lagship publicat ion, 
Parks & Recreat ion, v isit  www.parksandrecreat ion.org.  

Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,851 acres of parkland and greenspace 
for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all abilit ies. For more informat ion on 
the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832) 395-7022 or v isit  www.houstonparks.org. 
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