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U.S.D.A.Child Nut r it ion Act  ProvidesVita l Funds for  

H.P.A.R.D.Sum m er Food Service Program  
Over 4 0 0  HPARD Sites Serving Meals &  Snacks During Sum m er 

 
Across the nat ion and in Texas, m illions of children benefit  from  the healthy food they 
receive from  the Sum m er Food Service Program . The Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  has been providing these free m eals to Houston area youth (1 to 
18)  since 1980. On Monday, July 6, 2015, H.P.A.R.D.,U.S. Congressm an Gene Green, 
Dist r ict  29, Mayor Annise Parker, Houston City Councilm an Ed Gonzales, Dist r ict  H, Jerem y 
Everet t , Director of the Texas Hunger I nit iat ive/ Nat ional Com m ission on Hunger, and 
representat ives from  the Texas Hunger Coalit ionand the Houston Independent  School 
Dist r ict  will j oin together to underscore the im portance of reducing hunger in Am erica 
through the U.S.D.A. Child and Adult  Care Food Program  and the Child Nut rit ion Act .  

“We are able to provide these m eals that  direct ly im pact  the qualit y of life for these children 
today and for  all of us in the future because of the U.S.D.A.’s Child Nutrit ion Act . Without  
the funding received through this program , m illions of children would go hungry across the 
nat ion and specifically here in Houston,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and 
Recreat ion Departm ent . “When children are served healthy m eals at  Houston parks and at  
any of our partners’ sites, we are not  only helping to address their im m ediate hunger need, 
we are all working to engage these children in other educat ional and enrichm ent  act ivit ies.”  
 
According to Best  Pract ice Reports from  the No Kid Hungry Center, only 40%  of low- incom e 
fam iliesreport  being aware of locat ions for free sum m er m eals and only 17%  of children 
receive thosem eals nat ionwide. Lack of awareness, st igm a towards using the program  and 
lack of t ransportat ion to sites are a few of the barriers these fam ilies and their children face 
in get t ing sum m er m eals. I n Texas, part icipat ion is even lower, with j ust  13%  of children 
part icipat ing in the Summ er Meals Program . This results in over 2 m illion Texas children 
facing hunger insecurity over the sum m er.  
 
“As the H.I .S.D. sum m er school session com es to an end in the next  couple of weeks, we 
want  to ensure that  the word gets out  t o fam ilies that  there are over 400 sites ready to 
provide their children with sum m er m eals through August ,”  Turner cont inued. “Finding a 
Sum m er Food Service Program  site is as easy as calling 2-1-1 or t ext ing FOODTX to 877-
877. We hope that  fam ilies across Houston will get  the word and find a site near them  so 
that  no child is left  hungry this sum m er.”   
 
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  has sponsored the Sum m er Food Service 
Program  since 1980. The program  is funded by the U.S.D.A. Child and Adult  Care Food 



Program  and the Child Nut rit ion Act  and is adm inistered by the Texas Departm ent  of 
Agriculture Food and Nut rit ion Division. The m eals are available free of charge to youth ages 
1 – 18 at  m ore than 400 sites across the Greater Houston area. No regist rat ion is 
required.To find a Sum m er Food Service Program  site in Houston, fam ilies can call 2-1-1 or 
text  FOODTX to 877-877 or visit  www.sum m erm eals.org. 
 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 37,859 acres 
of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents recreat ional 
program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Sum m er Food Service Program  
or the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org.  
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