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$ 1 ,8 8 1 ,0 0 0  W hite Oak Bayou Path To Open  

TI GER Project  Extends H ike/ Bike Tra il , Adds Am enit ies For  Users  
 
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , Mayor Annise Parker, Council Mem ber Brenda Stardig, 
Dist r ict  A, and the Houston Parks Board will celebrate the com plet ion of the  White Oak Bayou Path 
(Alabonson Road to Antoine Drive Link)  on Thursday, July 9, 2015, at  10: 00 a.m . with a r ibbon cut t ing 
cerem ony. This opening m arks the com plet ion of the first  of six TI GER grant - funded project s current ly 
underway in Houston. 

“These six TIGER proj ects are an im portant  part  of the developm ent  of alternat ive links in Houston’s 
t ransportat ion system  and show our com m itm ent  to providing off- road hike and bike networks for  all 
Houstonians,”  said Mayor Annise Parker. “ I m agine how great  it  will be to bike for  m iles along som e of    
the area’s scenic waterways.”  

Funding for this project  was m ade possible through a $15 m illion Transportat ion Investm ent  Generat ing 
Econom ic Recovery (TI GER)  grant  for  Regional Bike/ Pedest r ian Connect ions to Transit  originally executed 
in March of 2013. Proj ect  partners providing local m atching funds included the Buffalo Bayou Partnership, 
the Greater East  End Managem ent  Dist r ict  and the Houston Parks Board. The Alabonson Road to Antoine 
Drive link was built  in partnership with the Houston Parks Board for a t otal project  cost  of $1,881,000.   

“This new segm ent  of the White Oak Bayou Greenway is an im portant  piece of the Bayou Greenways 2020 
project , which will create a cont inuous system  of parks and 150 m iles of hike and bike t rails along 
Houston’s m ajor waterways,”  said Roksan Okan-Vick, FAIA, and Execut ive Director of the Houston Parks 
Board. “Before long, shared-use t rails will run the length of White Oak Bayou within the city lim its, which 
will great ly enhance Houstonians’ alternat ive t ransportat ion opt ions.”  

The project  includes a concrete t rail from  Antoine Drive to Alabonson Road, which extends the White Oak 
Bayou Hike and Bike Trail another 0.8 m iles. Other features include a retaining wall;  a pedest r ian bridge;  
a pedest r ian High- Intensity Act ivated CrossWalk beacon (HAWK) , which is used to stop road t raffic and 
allow pedest r ians to cross safely;  signage;  landscaping;  a parking lot ;  and other am enit ies. 

“ I  am  excited about  this new am enity in Dist r ict  A. The new t rail will showcase our scenic waterways and 
will highlight  this sect ion of Dist r ict  A that  is quickly becom ing a prem ier dest inat ion to work and live,”  
said Council Mem ber Brenda Stardig, Dist r ict  A. “This will add new opportunit ies for  outside act ivit ies and 
connect ivit y. I  have no doubt  that  this t rail will be a posit ive addit ion to the Dist r ict  A com m unity.”  

When all t rail sect ions are com pleted, it  will be possible to t ravel the path along White Oak Bayou from  far 
northwest  Houston to Buffalo Bayou and downtown Houston. 



“We are happy to be opening this wonderful st retch of hike and bike path,”  said Joe Turner,  Director,  
Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “Every new link in this network is a great  step forward in our 
effort s to im prove off- road t ransportat ion and recreat ion opportunit ies in Houston.”   

The design and engineering consultant  for this project  is Traffic Engineers, I nc.;  the const ruct ion 
cont ractor is Gadberry Const ruct ion Com pany, I nc. The funding sources for const ruct ion are $1,504,800 
from  the federal governm ent  and $376,200 from  voter-approved park bond funds. The Houston Parks 
Board raised private funds for design and engineering. 

The six TI GER projects are expected to im prove m obilit y in Houston by elim inat ing m ajor gaps on prim ary 
off- st reet  bicycle/ pedest r ian t ransportat ion routes and in the city’s bike grid. They are also expected to 
provide extensive connect ions to residences, em ploym ent  centers and bus and rail t ransportat ion and 
com plete a port ion of the inner city bikeway plan for  shared use paths. The expanded pathway system  will 
eventually include new direct ional signs and pedest r ian am enit ies, including benches, bike racks, waste 
receptacles, light ing, t rees and other landscaping, and an elect r ic shut t le between two University of 
Houston cam puses. 

The Houston Regional Bike/ Pedest r ian Connect ions to Transit  project  consists of 6 separate proj ects:   

1)  The White Oak Bayou Path:  Alabonson Road/ Antoine Drive (0.8-m ile com m uter extension of 
shared-use path)  

2)  The White Oak Bayou Path:  11 th St reet / Heights Bike Trail/ Stude Park Links (1.4-m ilegap closures 
and bridge const ruct ion project )  

3)  The White Oak Bayou Path:  Connect ions to Resident ial Neighborhoods and Buffalo Bayou Path 
(0.2-m ile gap closure project  and 0.7-m ile connect ions to shared-use path)  

4)  The Buffalo Bayou Path:  Sm ith St ./ Travis St . Link (0.3-m ile gap closure project )  
5)  East  Downtown Connect ions:  Transit / Resident ial/ Com m ercial Connect ions (8.6-m ile gap closures 

and key connect ions project )  
6)  Brays Bayou Path Gap:  MLK/ Old Spanish Trail Link (1.6-m ile gap closure project  and0.6-m ile 

alternat ive t ransit  path)  
 

About  the Houston Parks Board 
The Houston Parks Board is a 501 (c)  (3)  non-profit  organizat ion whose m ission is to create, im prove, protect  and 
advocate for parkland in the Greater Houston region. Since it s incept ion in 1976, the organizat ion has raised and 
leveraged m illions of dollars and touched at  least  75 percent  of the City’s parkland either through acquisit ions and/ or 
capital improvem ents. For m ore inform at ion, visit  www.houstonparksboard.org. 
 
About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 37,859 acres of parkland and 
greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. 
For m ore inform at ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  
www.houstonparks.org.  

-  3 0  –  

http://www.houstonparksboard.org/
http://www.houstonparks.org/

	Press Release

