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Houston Celebrates One Hundred Years of Parks 

I n Cityw ide Celebrat ion at  Gragg Park  

I n 1916, Houston City Council form ally created the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
to oversee a fledgling park system  of 750 acres of land and a handful of parks. Since then the 
system  has grown to over 37,800 acres of land and 350 parks serving neighborhoods all 
across the City. I n celebrat ion of it s 100 th anniversary the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent  will hold a Citywide Celebrat ion at  Gragg Park at  2999 South Wayside on October 
1, 2016 from  10: 00 am  – 1: 00 pm  with an official cerem ony and t im e capsule dedicat ion at  
11: 00 am . 

“One hundred years ago city officials had a vision of what  Houston could be. They envisioned 
Houston’s growth and it s cit izens need for  green spaces to relax in, to recreate in, and to 
retain an at tachm ent  to the natural world. Today, our neighborhoods benefit  from  their 
forethought  as we celebrate the first  100 years of Houston’s parks departm ent  and the park 
system  that  we all enjoy.”  

As part  of the Departm ent ’s 100 th Anniversary Celebrat ion Gragg Park, t he departm ent ’s m ain 
headquarters has been renovated. The neighborhood park, located off of Wayside Drive in 
southeast  Houston, will provide m any new am enit ies for the local com m unit ies to enjoy. 

“We invite all of Houston to com e by and see all the new am enit ies at  Gragg, Gonzo’s Parade 
of Elephants next  t o the new Gam eTim e playground, the new Musco Sports Field and the new 
Houston St r ider t rail.  The park is going to be a gift  to the com m unity and the fest ival will be 
filled with lots of interact ive displays from  our m any park partners,”  Turner cont inued. 

The October 1 event  will include an appearance and autograph opportunit ies from  Houston 
Dynam o Brian Ching as well NBA Legends of Basketball including form er Houston Rockets 
Major Jones, Robert  Reid and John Eagan; Philadelphia 76ers and Milwaukee Bucks Harvey 
Catchings;  Cleveland Cavaliers Brad Branson;  Sacram ento Kings KevinLoder;  Seat t le 
Supersonics Mel Hughlet t ;  and Harlem  Globet rot ters Reggie Dixon, Steve Jones, and Howard 
Sm ith. I n addit ion, there will be food, m usic, and displays by H.P.A.R.D. partner organizat ions 
including the Art ist  Boat , Buffalo Bayou Partnership, the Heritage Society, the Herm ann Park 
Conservancy, Houston Audubon, Houston First  Tee, Houston Parks Board, Houston Urban 
Wildlife Refuge Partnership, the Houston Public Library, Trees for Houston, Mem orial Park 
Conservancy, METRO, the Houston Police Departm ent , Houston B-Cycle and m ore. 



The scope of work for t he Gragg Park renovat ion includes:  a new playground, a new sports 
field, sports field and site light ing, t rail work, earth work, extensive landscaping with irr igat ion, 
site furnishing, fencing, new parking const ruct ion and renovat ion of exist ing parking, and ent ry 
signage. 

The project  is funded through Parks Consolidated Const ruct ion Funds, Park and Recreat ion 
Dedicat ion Funds, Parks Special Revenue Funds, Parks Special Funds, and Council Dist rict  
Services Funds, and through an interlocal agreem ent  between H.P.A.R.D. and the Houston 
Parks Board. The total am ount  funded is $3,473,954.00. The Jerdon Cont ract  am ounts to 
$3,007,937.43 and funds for Design Services com e to $249,954.00. The Houston Parks Board 
funding is $216,000.00, which includes a Musco donat ion of $175,000 to $200,000 in light ing 
and a m atch of $20,164.87 by Gam eTim e toward playground equipm ent . 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,851 acres of parkland and 
greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all abilit ies. 
For more informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832) 395-7022 or v isit  
www.houstonparks.org.  
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