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Herm an Brow n Park Com m unity Garden W ins Grant  from  

The W alt  Disney Com pany and the Nat ional Recreat ion and 
Park Associat ion 

During Earth Month, the public voted for  their  favorite parks and park 
projects to receive $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  for  im provem ents 

A new fruit  orchard and com m unity garden at  Houston’s Herm an Brown Park has been 
selected as a winner of the nat ional Parks Build Com m unity  cam paign and will receive a 
$20,000 grant  from  the Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion (N.R.P.A.)  and The Walt  
Disney Com pany, including Disney Cit izenship, Disney| ABC Television Group and ESPN. 
Houstonians voted for t he winning project  throughout  Earth Month in April. 

Parks Build Com m unity  helps to revitalize and restore local parks and park program s across 
the count ry. The Earth Month celebrat ion highlighted the im portance of parks and these 
types of park projects as they were prom oted on social m edia, through Disney| ABC affiliates 
and via other Disney, ABC and ESPN propert ies.  

The Herm an Brown Park proj ect  was one of 15 projects selected to receive grant  funding. 
The $20,000 grant  will provide access to fresh produce and volunteer act ivit ies for the 
Green Am bassadors Program  at  Furr High School and neighbors of Herm an Brown Park 
through the const ruct ion of a new ½ acre, fenced com m unity garden. The new facilit y will 
provide the neighborhood with ten 6’ x 4’ raised vegetable beds, a fruit  orchard, on-site 
access to water, and a storage area for hand tools.    

“The new com m unity garden and fruit  orchard will add a new dim ension to the Herm an 
Brown Park experience for the kids at  Furr and the folks who live around it ,”  said Joe 
Turner, Director,  Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “The neighbors have proven 
them selves to be fully com m it ted to work projects within Herm an Brown Park, and the 
rem arkable youngsters involved in the Green Am bassadors program  have fully em braced 
the planning and im plem entat ion of the com m unity garden. The Houston Parks and 
Recreat ion Departm ent  thanks all the Houstonians who voted in this com pet it ion, as well as 
the N.R.P.A. and the folks at  Disney for providing this grant .”   



“The t rem endous support  shown by the public for a second year during Earth Month 
confirm s what  we t ruly believe:  that  parks have im m ense power to m ake our lives and the 
places we live bet ter ,”  said Barbara Tulipane, president  and C.E.O. of N.R.P.A. “This grant  
will give funding that  will help create a thriving gathering place where youth, fam ilies and 
adults can connect  with nature and get  act ive. This wouldn’t  be possible without  the support  
of The Walt  Disney Com pany.”  

As an addit ional facet  of the Parks Build Com m unity  init iat ive, the N.R.P.A. offered a write-
in opt ion for another $20,000 grant , which has also been awarded to an H.P.A.R.D. project . 
The departm ent  will repurpose an unused tennis court  at  I ngrando Park into a futsal/ soccer 
m ini-pitch court  for  players of all ages. I t  will benefit  students enrolled in H.P.A.R.D.’s 
Soccer for  Success program , which engages low- incom e, at - r isk children at  cit y parks and 
schools in youth developm ent  opportunit ies through the gam e of soccer.    

For m ore inform at ion about  the winning Parks Build Com m unity  proj ect s, visit  
www.parksbuildcom m unity.org. For m ore inform at ion about  the Fruit  Orchard and 
Com m unity Garden at  Herm an Brown Park and the Futsal Court  at  I ngrando Park, please 
visit  www.houstonparks.org.    

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,859 acres of parkland 
and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all 
abilit ies. For more informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832)  395-7022 or v isit  
www.houstonparks.org. 

The Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion is a nat ional not - for-profit  organizat ion dedicated to advancing park, 
recreat ion and conservat ion effor ts that  enhance quality of life for all people. Through its network of more than 
50,000 recreat ion and park professionals and cit izens, NRPA encourages the promot ion of healthy and act ive 
lifestyles, conservat ion init iat ives and equitable access to parks and public space. For more informat ion, v isit  
www.nrpa.org. For digital access to NRPA’s flagship publicat ion, Parks & Recreat ion, v isit  
www.parksandrecreat ion.org. 
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