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The Cultural Landscape Foundat ion Presents  
Stew ardship Excellence Aw ard to Joe Turner, 

 Director , Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
 

The Cultural Landscape Foundat ion presented the 2016 Stewardship Excellence Award to 
Joe Turner,  Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent ,  during their Leading with 
Landscape I I :  The Houston Transform at ion conference on March 11, 2016. The award was 
presented by Charles A Birnbaum , FASLA, FAAR, President  and CEO, The Cultural Landscape 
Foundat ion. The award was given in recognit ion of leadership during Turner’s tenure as the 
Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent ’s Director.  

The award highlighted Turner ’s act ive leadership role in developing one of the largest  
Am erican park system s into an agency recognized by the Nat ional Recreat ion Park 
Associat ion with it s best  pract ices C.A.P.R.A. accreditat ion designat ion. 

“ I  am  honored to accept  this award,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and 
Recreat ion Departm ent . “The ent ire departm ent  has worked hard not  only to reach 
accreditat ion, but  to serve as stewards for the parks and greenspaces we m aintain for park 
users who visit  our system .”   

As parks director, Turner has worked to develop public-private partnerships across the city.  

“We cont inue to work with our conservancies to develop and m anage som e of Houston’s 
m ost  recognized and iconic parks, including Herm ann, Mem orial, Buffalo Bayou and Sam  
Houston Park,”  Turner cont inued. “At  the sam e t im e, we are working with state and county 
ent it ies at  parks like Keith-Wiess Park, Finnigan Park and Lake Houston Wilderness Park.”  

Past  recipients of The Cultural Landscape Foundat ion’s Stewardship Excellence Award 
include:  Cassandra J. Francis, President , Friends of the Parks;  Mayor Richard M. Daley;  
Mayor Joe Riley;  the Golden Gate Nat ional Parks Conservancy;  The Am erican Academ y in 
Rom e;  Greenacre Foundat ion;  the Indianapolis Museum  of Art ;  Casa del Herrero 
Foundat ion;  Friends of Gas Works Park;  Louisville Olm sted Parks Conservancy;  the 
Kentucky Heritage Council;  and The Presidio Trust  and Nat ional Park Service.  



The aim  of the award is to spot light  stewardship stories that  will educate and inspire future 
generat ions of cultural landscape stewards. 

Joe Turner was appointed director of the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  in 
2004. He has degrees from  the University of Houston and Texas Wom en's University. He is 
a board m em ber of the Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion and is a m em ber of:  the 
Am erican Academ y for Park and Recreat ion Adm inist rat ion;  the Texas Recreat ion and Park 
Society (T.R.A.P.S.) ;  the Greater Gulf Coast  Parks and Recreat ion Director 's Associat ion;  the 
Heritage Society;  Herm ann Park Conservancy;  Mem orial Park Conservancy;  Buffalo Bayou 
Partnership;  Trees for Houston;  and the Houston Parks Board. 
 
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 37,859 acres 
of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents recreat ional 
program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org.  

http://www.houstonparks.org/

