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Connect ivit y Celebrated in Dow ntow n Ribbon Cut t ing Cerem ony  

Buffalo Bayou Path Linked Through TI GER Grant  

 

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner, the Buffalo Bayou Partnership and the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent  will celebrate the com plet ion of the Buffalo Bayou Path:  Sm ith St reet / Travis St reet  Link at  
10: 00 a.m . on Thursday, March 31, 2016.The ribbon cut t ing cerem ony celebrates the com plet ion of the 
second of six TIGER funded projects current ly underway in the city. The proj ect  unites previously 
disconnected bayou bank pathways for the use of walkers, runners, and bikers. Funding for this project  
was m ade possible through a $15 m illion USDOT Transportat ion Investm ent  Generat ing Econom ic 
Recovery (TI GER)  grantawarded in 2012 for  the Houston Regional Bike/ Pedest r ian Connect ions to 
Transitproject .The total project  cost  for the Buffalo Bayou Path is $4.8 m illion. Const ruct ion costs total 
$3,862,651 with the Buffalo Bayou Partnership cont r ibut ing over $1 m illion for design and const ruct ion, 
and the Main St reet / Market  Square Tax Increm ent  Reinvestm ent  Zone (TIRZ # 3)  cont r ibut ing $150,000 
to const ruct ion. 

“This new piece of Houston’s bayou t rail system  is m uch m ore than three- tenths of a m ile of steel and 
concrete,”  said Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner. “ I t  is a beaut iful piece of engineering and another big 
step forward in our plan to link our bayous and create an extensive, world-class t rail system  fit t ing to our 
Bayou City.”  

The project  t ies together two st ret ches of the Buffalo Bayou Trail by bridging a gap between Travis and 
Sm ith St reets. The scope of the project  includes const ruct ion of approxim ately 1,500 linear feet  of 
concrete t rail,  bridging, and light ing. The Buffalo Bayou Partnership is the project  partner that  provided 
the local m atching funds for the com plet ion of t his project .  

“The TIGER t rail is a vital link in Buffalo Bayou Partnership’s efforts to create a t rail system  from  Shepherd 
Drive on the west  t o downtown’s Allen’s Landing and then all the way to the Port  of Houston Turning 
Basin.  We are very proud that  our organizat ion was able to cont r ibute $1 m illion toward the m atching 
requirem ent  of the federal TI GER grant ,”  said Anne Olson, President  of the Buffalo Bayou Partnership. 

The Buffalo Bayou Path:  Sm ith St reet / Travis St reet  Link project  cont inues the goal of unit ing 6 t rail 
segm ents along m ajor t ransportat ion corridors to create alternat ive t ransportat ion connect ions for 
Houstonians. 

“We are happy to be opening another link in our network of pedest r ian and bike t rails,”  said Joe Turner, 
Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “This project  m akes a huge difference in the way we 
get  around in Houston. Building out  all the gaps in our t rail system  im proves off- road t ransportat ion and 
recreat ion opportunit ies in our city.”   



The six separate TIGER projects are expected to im prove m obilit y in Houston by elim inat ing m ajor gaps 
on prim ary off- st reet  bicycle/ pedest r ian t ransportat ion routes and in the city’s bike grid. They are also 
expected to provide extensive connect ions to residences, em ploym ent  centers and bus and rail 
t ransportat ion and com plete a port ion of the inner city bikeway plan for shared use paths. The expanded 
pathway system  will eventually include new direct ional signs and pedest r ian am enit ies, including benches, 
bike racks, waste receptacles, light ing, t rees and other landscaping, and an elect r ic shut t le between two 
University of Houston cam puses.The Houston Regional Bike/ Pedest r ian Connect ions to Transit  
projectsinclude:   

1)  The White Oak Bayou Path:  Alabonson Road/ Antoine Drive (0.8-m ile com m uter extension of 
shared-use path)  

2)  The White Oak Bayou Path:  11 th St reet / Heights Bike Trail/ Stude Park Links (1.4-m ilegap closures 
and bridge const ruct ion project )  

3)  The White Oak Bayou Path:  Connect ions to Resident ial Neighborhoods and Buffalo Bayou Path 
(0.2-m ile gap closure project  and 0.7-m ile connect ions to shared-use path)  

4)  The Buffalo Bayou Path:  Sm ith St reet / Travis St reet  Link (0.3-m ile gap closure proj ect )  
5)  East  Downtown Connect ions:  Transit / Resident ial/ Com m ercial Connect ions (8.6-m ile gap closures 

and key connect ions project )  
6)  Brays Bayou Path Gap:  MLK/ Old Spanish Trail Link (1.6-m ile gap closure project  and0.6-m ile 

alternat ive t ransit  path)  
 

About  the Buffalo Bayou Partnership 
Created in 1986, Buffalo Bayou Partnership is t he 501 (c) (3)  non-profit  organizat ion t ransform ing and 
revitalizing Buffalo Bayou, Houston’s m ost  significant  natural resource. For m ore inform at ion, visit  
www.buffalobayou.org. 
 
About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 37,859 acres of parkland and 
greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. 
For m ore inform at ion on the Sum m er Food Service Program  or the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call 
(832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org.  
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