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Houston Youths ’ Dream s Becom e Concrete Realit y W ith  
Grand Opening of “The Sta t ion Skatepark  a t  Burnet t - Bayland Park ” 

17,500 Square Foot  Second I n-ground Skatepark For Departm ent ’s System  
 
Mayor Sylvester Turner;  Council Mem ber Mike Laster, Dist r ict  J;  BakerRipley, form erly 
Neighborhood Centers;  and the Gulfton Youth will j oin the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent  to celebrate the grand opening of  The Stat ion Skatepark  at  Burnet t -
Bayland Park  (6000 Chimney Rock)  on March 1 8 , 2 0 1 7 .  The celebrat ion begins at  1 0 :0 0  
a.m . w ith  a  r ibbon cut t ing  t o signal the opening of the new in-ground 17,500 square foot  
skatepark. 
 
“The Gulfton Youth who worked to m ake this dream  com e t rue show us all that  dream s are 
not  lim ited by age or by perceived obstacles,”  said Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner.  
“Dream s becom e realit y when you are willing to work for them .  I  want  to thank these 
youngsters for not  giving up.  I t  is due to their hard work that  generat ions of kids to com e 
will be able to enjoy this recreat ional opportunity.”  
 
The Stat ion Skatepark at  Burnet t -Bayland Park began as a dream  at  the end of 2012 when 
a local group of skaters from  the Gulfton area brought  their idea to their area Council 
Mem ber, who connected them  to BakerRipley, form erly Neighborhood Centers, for guidance 
and m entorship. 
 
“The grand opening of The Stat ion Skatepark is a proud day for  the Gulfton com m unity. I  
am  especially proud of our young skateboarders who envisioned this park and worked to 
bring it  about ,”  said Council Mem ber Mike Laster, Dist r ict  J. “Special thanks should be given 
to Parks Director Joe Turner in all his efforts in com plet ing this project .  Thanks also to 
BakerRipley, Clear Channel Com m unicat ions, and Mayor Annise Parker and Mayor Sylvester 
Turner for  providing funds for this project .”  
 
The Gulfton Youth spent  m onths doing research and worked with BakerRipley to develop 
their idea of what  their dream  Skatepark should look like. 
 
“This is a perfect  exam ple of what  happens when we invest  in com m unity. This skatepark is 
the result  of Gulfton youths’ drive and dedicat ion to m ake their com m unity st ronger.  This 
goes far beyond creat ing a space where they can pract ice their sport , t his is about  youth 



becom ing leaders, speaking their m inds, following through with their passions, and 
com m it t ing to being role m odels for others to pursue their dream s,”  said Angela Blanchard, 
BakerRipley President  and CEO.  
 
After  m onths of research, they presented their proposal to Joe Turner,  Director, Houston 
Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
 
“ I  am  delighted to see the com plet ion of this skatepark for a couple of reasons. First ,  
because of the young people who devoted their  t im e and energy to m aking it  a realit y. They 
should be an exam ple for all of us – to show us how to channel creat ivit y, dream s and hard 
work to m ake a posit ive change,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent . “And second, because it  provides this neighborhood park with an am azing 
facilit y and our departm ent  with it s second in-ground skatepark.”  
 

The scope of work for t he Burnet t -Bayland Park Skatepark includes:  site clearing;  site  
grading and earthwork, detent ion and drainage;  const ruct ion of a new 17,500 square  
foot  skatepark with a volcano, bowl, upper decks, grind ledges, stairs and handrails, flat   
bars, various banks, quarter pipe and m ult iple steel pipes;  a new ent ry plaza, site elect r ical 
and light ing, along with reconst ruct ion of a port ion of an exist ing t rail. 
  
The total project  cost  is $1,092,696 and was m ade possible through a num ber of  
funding sources, including:  
  

$405,000 Parks Consolidated Const ruct ion Fund 
$377,696 Council Mem ber Mike Laster’s Council Dist rict  Service Funds 
$200,000 Parks and Recreat ion Dedicat ion Fund 
$100,000 Neighborhood Centers Inc. 
$ 10,000  Tony Hawk Foundat ion Skatepark Grant  

 
P2MG is the General Cont ractor and Wally Hollyday, out  of California, is the skatepark Sub-
cont ractor. Clark Condon Associates is the design consultant  and Stantec is the skatepark 
sub-consultant . The General Services Departm ent  m anaged the design and const ruct ion for 
the Burnet t  Bayland Skatepark project . Chip Perry, General Service Departm ent , was the 
Proj ect  Manager. 
 
About  BakerRipley, form erly Neighborhood Centers 
BakerRipley, formerly Neighborhood Centers, br ings resources, educat ion and connect ion to near ly 600,000 people 
throughout  Texas each year. For more than a century, BakerRipley has offered innovat ive solut ions to help low-
income fam ilies in emerging neighborhoods get  a foothold in the region’s economy. The organizat ion works with 
residents in more than 70 service locat ions to help them discover the strengths and skills necessary to become 
product ive, prosperous and self-sufficient . Building on the strengths of individuals and communit ies, BakerRipley is 
t ransform ing them. FOR GOOD. BakerRipley is a United Way Agency. For more informat ion, 
v isit  www.neighborhood-centers.org. 
 
  
About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,851 acres of parkland 
and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all 
abilit ies. For more informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832)  395-7022 or 
v isit  www.houstonparks.org.  
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