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BASEBALL AND EDUCATI ONAL OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR YOUTH TO CONTI NUE 
AT MLB YOUTH ACADEMY AT SYLVESTER TURNER PARK THANKS TO 

AGREEMENT BETW EEN HOUSTON PARKS DEPARTMENT AND MLB 
MLB Youth Academ y is Hom e to the Bob W atson Educat ion Building 

 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  has announced the extension of the operat ing 

agreem ent  between the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , Major League Baseball Youth 

Foundat ion, and the Ast ros Foundat ion for the MLB Youth Academ y at  Sylvester Turner Park and 

hom e to the new Bob Watson Educat ion Building, located at  2801 Victory Drive.  The agreem ent  is 

now extended to June 2039 and will ensure youth part icipat ion and grassroots involvem ent  in the 

gam es of baseball and softball, along with teaching life skills for  young people in the City.   

 

" I  am  grateful to MLB for it s investm ent  and com m itm ent  to the Youth Academ y at  Sylvester Turner 

Park.  Baseball is Am erica’s favorite past im e, and I  want  children from  all com m unit ies to have 

access and an opportunity to learn the gam e,"  Mayor Sylvester Turner said.  "The agreem ent  will 

allow us to keep building a foundat ion for young people who have a passion for playing baseball or 

to sim ply hone their skills as the ult im ate sports fan."  

 

I n March, a dedicat ion cerem ony was held for t he new Bob Watson Educat ion Building at  the Ast ros 

Youth Academ y at  Sylvester Turner Park.  Watson, who passed away on Thursday, was a form er 

Ast ros All-Star and Major League Baseball pioneer.  The center nam ed in his honor offers educat ional 

tutoring, college readiness, and character building program s.   

  

"The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  is a big supporter of program s that  provide 

opportunit ies for  our youth,"  said Steve Wright , Director,  Houston Parks and Recreat ion 

Departm ent .  "Extending this agreem ent  is som ething we wanted to do and now young m en and 

wom en in Houston can look forward to m any m ore years of physical and educat ional 

opportunit ies."    

 

The Ast ros Foundat ion funded the const ruct ion and design of the MLB Academ y at  Sylvester Turner 

Park and the Bob Watson Educat ion Center.   

 

Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,851 acres of parkland and greenspace 

for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all abilit ies. For more 

informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832)  395-7022 or v isit  www.houstonparks.org.  



-  30 -  


	PRESS RELEASE

