
 
 

 
NEW S RELEASE  

 
FOR I MMEDI ATE RELEASE           CONTACT: Estella  Espinosa 
January 14, 2009              Work:   (713)  865-4537 

Cell:     (832)  465-4782 
 

1 ,5 0 0  Volunteers Needed! 
To Plant  1 2 ,5 0 0  Trees for  Arbor Day 2 0 0 9   

 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , in conjunct ion with the Apache 

Foundat ion and Trees for Houston, will celebrate Arbor Day 2009 by plant ing over 

12,500 t rees in only 4 hours!   One thousand five hundred volunteers are needed to 

plant  this urban forest  on the m edians along Clay Road between Gessner and Blalock.  

This plant ing day event  will begin at  8: 00 a.m . on January 24 th rain or shine. 

 

“We’re asking Houstonians to com e out ,  roll up their  sleeves, and celebrate Arbor 

Day by plant ing a t ree,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion 

Departm ent .  “For several years now we have had a great  t im e on Arbor Day and 

m ade a posit ive im pact  on our city’s environm ent . I t  is wonderful to see how m any 

people are willing to help us plant .  We’re hoping for a sim ilar response again this 

year to show the world that  Houston is com m it ted to it s Urban Forest .”  

 

As these new t rees m ature, they will have a posit ive im pact  on the cit y and our 

environm ent , both aesthet ically and environm entally.  

 

“As t rees grow, they rem ove CO2 from  the atm osphere.  A single t ree can rem ove 

m ore than a ton of CO2 over it s lifet im e,”  said Victor Cordova, Houston City Forester.  

“That ’s just  what  1 t ree is capable of doing.  Just  im agine what  effect  the thousands 

of t rees going in for Arbor Day 2009 will have, over t im e.”  

 

(m ore)  

 

 



I ndividuals, clubs, and corporate team s are all eligible to part icipate.  Children m ust  

be accom panied by a parent  or guardian.  All volunteers are asked to br ing their  own 

rakes, shovels, gloves, and boots on January 24 and report  to their  assigned site by 

7: 30 a.m .  Parking will be available at  the Korean Christ ian Church of Houston, 

10410 Clay Road at  Shadowdale, with shut t le service provided to the plant ing site.  

To volunteer for Arbor Day 2009, call Gary Woods with Trees for Houston at  (281)  

474-4507 or (281)  224-8162 or em ail garykwoods@sbcglobal.net .  

 

Houston’s 2009 Arbor Day celebrat ion is sponsored by the Houston Parks and 

Recreat ion Departm ent , Apache Foundat ion, and Trees for Houston.     

 

For inform at ion on Arbor Day or the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call 

(713)  865-4537 or visit  www.houstonparks.org.    
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