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I N T R O D U C T I O N
Beautiful, well-maintained public spaces relect community pride, enhance the urban environment, provide incentives to revitalize core neighborhoods and promoteeconomic redevelopment. The City of Houston Adopt-An-Esplanade program playsa key role in this effort.
Adopt-An-Esplanade is a program designed to bring Houston neighborhoods together in committed, collaborative partnerships to improve and maintain city esplanades. Houston Parks and Recreation Department administers the program and Keep Houston Beautiful provides volunteer coordination, community education, training, planning assistance, and loans tools and equipment for beautiication and cleanup projects. Participants include civic groups, garden clubs, business owners, city and state agencies and corporate sponsors.
This step-by-step guide is designed to assist neighborhood organizations through the process of esplanade adoption and maintenance. Funding for the publication of this guide was provided by a grant from Texas Forest Service. Texas Forest Service provides inancial and technical assistance for urban forestry projects in Houston as well as the State of Texas.
Keep Houston Beautiful Landscape Committee in collaboration with Houston Parksand Recreation Department has completed this guide. Members of the committeeand contributors to this guide are:
 Keiji Asakura, Landscape Architecture Studio Robin Blut, Keep Houston Beautiful Grace Heckler, H&H Design Kathy Lord, Trees for Houston Salle’ Morse, Bio Landscape and Maintenance Michael West, MetroNational
Established in 1979, Keep Houston Beautiful is an award-winning afiliate of KeepAmerica Beautiful, Inc. dedicated to making Houston one of the cleanest and mostbeautiful metropolitan cities in America. Keep Houston Beautiful partners withcommunity groups, youth organizations, city and state agencies, business andcorporate sponsors and thousands of volunteers annually to organize neighborhoodcleanup and beautiication activities and community education programs to improveour quality of life and build pride in our community.
Houston Parks and Recreation Department manages more than 38,945 acres of landthat includes 350 parks, 200 open spaces and 780 miles of esplanades. Each yearmore than 14 million visitors take advantage of the various recreational opportunitiesoffered at Houston’s parks including golf courses, swimming pools, picnic areas,playgrounds and ball ields. Special attractions include Miller Outdoor Theatre,Houston Garden Center, Houston Zoological Gardens, Alkek Velodrome, and historicSam Houston Park.
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GETTI NG STARTED

Group com m itm ent  is essent ial to the long- term  success of any neighborhood 
beaut ificat ion effort . The first  step is to ident ify individuals, civic and neighborhood
organizat ions and corporate partners to serve on a planning com m it tee to guide
the project  to com plet ion and help ensure cont inued involvem ent .

I t  is recom m ended that  you secure a local landscape architect  to design your
esplanade landscape plan and irr igat ion system .  Once the esplanade is planted, 
it  is the responsibilit y of the adopt ing organizat ion to m aintain the esplanade
including watering, m owing, edging, t r imm ing, pruning, weeding, plant  replacement , 
lit ter rem oval and any irr igat ion system  m aintenance, repair or adjustm ent . 
I f the adopt ing organizat ion ceases to m aintain the esplanade, the Houston Parks 
and Recreat ion Departm ent  will resume its standard maintenance (based on resource 
availabilit y)  and seasonal color m ay resort  to bushes and grass.

Begin with a simple, m anageable project , or divide a m ajor project  into several 
m anageable segm ents to be com pleted in phases as t im e and resources allow.
Create a project  t im eline, including a com m unicat ions schedule to inform  your 
neighbors, encourage part icipat ion, recruit volunteers and assist  with solicit ing
financial support .  Enlist  a com m unity newspaper and newslet ters to help tell
the story. As you proceed, maintain a photographic record to document  the process
and support  fund- raising efforts. 

Prepare a detailed budget . To est im ate the total cost  of your project , be sure 
to include in-kind donat ions and services.  Of prime considerat ion in any landscape
program  is the cost  and com m itm ent  to on-going m aintenance.  Far too m any 
beaut ificat ion projects are init iated, only to be neglected or totally abandoned 
because of inadequate m aintenance or lack of cont inued interest . From  the very
incept ion of the design process, the level of commitment  in terms of dollars
and/ or labor needs to be considered. This understanding at  the beginning of the
design process can be useful in select ing plant  m aterial, quant ity or com plexity of
design.

LANDSCAPE DESI GN

Once the scope of the project  is determ ined, landscape design and site plan drawings 
m ust  be prepared and subm it ted to the city for approval. The approval process m ay 
take up to six weeks.  Allow enough lead t im e to ensure plant ing occurs m id-October
through m id-February.  I f at  all possible, avoid plant ing in Houston's severe sum m er
heat !

To prepare the esplanade project  site plan drawings, the planning com m it tee m ust  
purchase copies of City of Houston st reet  plans from  the Public Works Departm ent .
These engineered st reet  drawings provide accurate dim ensions of esplanades,
including locat ion of underground ut ilit ies.
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SPECI AL CONSI DERATI ONS

Trees and shrubs m ay not  be planted on esplanades that  are less than 12 feet  wide.
Visibilit y around esplanade plant ings is a pr im ary considerat ion for t raffic safety.
Other concerns are the height  and density of shrubs, t ree t runk diam eter and branch
overhang. Trees and shrubs that  block a dr iver 's view or create a t raffic hazard are 
not  allowed in esplanades.

Select  plants and t rees well suited for your chosen site, taking into considerat ion
the physical shape of the esplanade, im m ediate surroundings, m aintenance
and water requirem ents, lit ter cont rol, foot  t raffic or any other special condit ions.

Keep in m ind that  although the Houston climate is subt ropical most  of the year,
harsh winter weather can dam age tender plants. A nurserym an, landscape architect , 
or urban forester can recom m end appropriate plant  material and a plant ing schedule
for your site.

Water is a cr it ical elem ent  for the survival of plants in esplanades. Consider the use
of hardy, drought  tolerant  plants and t rees.  Be water-wise.

High pH or alkaline soil is often found in esplanades on Houston st reets. This soil
condit ion is st ressful to plant  growth. Good soil preparat ion and the use of alkaline-
tolerant  plants are cr it ical.  You m ay wish to obtain soil tests from the Agricultural
Extension Service.





S T E P S  T O  A D O P T -A N- E S P L A N A D E

 ●  SELECT PLANNING COMMITTEE  Identify individuals, civic and neighborhood organizations and corporate  partners to serve on a planning committee.
 ●  SELECT SITE  An esplanade is deined as an open stretch of ground in the middle of a city  roadway separating two (2) or more lanes of trafic. Keep in mind that trees  and shrubs may not be planted on esplanades that are less than 12 feet wide.  Visibility around esplanade plantings is a primary consideration for trafic safety.
 ●  REQUEST ADOPT-AN-ESPLANADE GUIDE  Contact City of Houston Parks and Recreation Department (HPARD)  Adopt-An-Esplanade Program Coordinator at (832) 395-7029 or Keep Houston  Beautiful at 713-839-8855 to request an Adopt-An-Esplanade Guide.
 ●  REVIEW ADOPT-AN-ESPLANADE GUIDE  Review Adopt-An-Esplanade Guide thoroughly. It is the responsibility  of the adopting organization to maintain the esplanade, including watering,  mowing, edging, trimming, pruning, weeding, plant replacement, litter  removal and irrigation system maintenance, repair or adjustment.
 ●  MAKE APPLICATION TO ADOPT-AN-ESPLANADE  Submit your Letter of Intent and Application and Maintenance Agreement  form to Adopt-An-Esplanade (refer to Sample Forms) to:   Adopt-An-Esplanade   Houston Parks and Recreation Department   2999 South Wayside   Houston, Texas 77023
 ●  MEET WITH ADOPT-AN-ESPLANADE COORDINATOR  The Adopt-An-Esplanade Coordinator will contact the adopting organization  to set up an on-site meeting for site assessment and application review.
 ●  RECRUIT SPONSORS AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS  Involve community stakeholders, such as area residents, small business  owners, corporations, neighborhood associations, civic organizations,  schools, senior citizens groups, churches, garden clubs and/or nonproit  organizations.
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CREATE PROJECT TI MELI NE
After careful review of the Adopt -An-Esplanade Guide, create a project  
t imeline allowing sufficient  t ime for the approval process, scheduling
of cont ractors and work to be com pleted, plant  delivery, day for plant ing 
(opt im al plant ing t im e is from  m id-October through m id-February) ,
inspect ion, etc.  I nclude a com m unicat ions schedule to inform  your neighbors,
encourage part icipat ion, recruit  volunteers and assist  with solicit ing financial
support .

OBTAI N ENGI NEERED STREET DRAW I NGS
Obtain engineered st reet  drawings of proposed esplanade site(s)  from :

City of Houston File Room  
611 Walker (basem ent  level)  
Houston, Texas 77002 
713-837-0569

Bring Key Map coordinates, st reet  nam es and st reet  numbers,
and be prepared to search through several files.  Original drawings
m ay not  be rem oved from  the File Room , but you m ay purchase copies 
for a nom inal fee with cash or check.  Bring quarters for parking m eters.

The specific reference pages or sheet num bers of the st reet  plan drawings
used to render the landscape plan should be listed on the landscape plan.

You m ay also reference inform at ion found at  the City of Houston Geographic
I nform at ion & Managem ent  System Website:
ht tp: / / pwegis.pwe.ci.houston.tx.us/

CONSULT A LANDSCAPE ARCHI TECT
Consult  a landscape architect  to determ ine scope and cost of project . 
Determ ine if your project  will include an autom at ic irr igat ion system  
(preferred) or an alternate watering m ethod.

PREPARE BUDGET
Develop budget  for landscape design, irr igat ion system , const ruct ion, plant
m aterial, m aintenance and water usage ( if non- irr igated) . Secure donat ions 
from  sponsors and include in-kind donat ions and services. 

PRODUCE LANDSCAPE AND I RRI GATI ON PLAN DRAW I NGS
Have your landscape architect  produce esplanade landscape plan drawings 
( including irr igat ion, plant ing and t ree plan/ design)  in accordance with 
City of Houston guidelines.  (Refer to I rr igat ion, Plant ing and Maintenance) .

Sect ion 40-7 and Sect ion 28-39 of the Code of ordinances prohibits placem ent  
of neighborhood m arkers or other signs in esplanades.
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The proposed landscape plan, drawn to scale, should include:
-St reet  names
-North direct ional arrow 
-Length and width of esplanades
-Quant it ies, sizes and locat ions of plant  m aterials
-Distance between t rees and other plants
-Locat ion of t raffic signs and left  turn lanes
-Ut ilit y Poles
-Physical landm arks 
-Pipes, m eters, fire hydrants, m anholes
-Proposed I rr igat ion system , and
-Water m eters

SUBMI T PLAN DRAW I NGS AND APPLI CATI ON FOR DONATI NG
AN I RRI GATI ON SYSTEM FORM FOR REVI EW  AND APPROVAL
Submit  the following items to HPARD:

-  Esplanade plan drawings (depending on scope of project )
  For irr igated projects, submit  six (6)  sets of drawings
  For non- irr igated projects, subm it four (4)  sets of drawings

-  Applicat ion for Donat ing an I rr igat ion System to City of Houston
  ( refer to Sam ple Form s)  

Various City of Houston departments must  review the plans and a m inimum
of six weeks is requested for response.

W AI T FOR APPROVAL LETTER
Once approved, applicant  w ill rece ive a let ter  of a pproval from
the HPARD Director , a long w ith off icia lly “stam ped” ap proved plan
draw ings.

MAKE APPLI CATI ON FOR W ATER METER
Contact  and secure a licensed plumber from the City’s List  of Approved Taps
and Meters Cont ractors ( refer to Resources) .

Make applicat ion for Water Meter, in person, to:
Public Works Departm ent
Taps and Meters/ Waste Water 
3300 Main St reet  (at  Frances)
Houston, Texas 77002 
713-535-7675

Refer to Sam ple Form s or download a copy of the City’s Water Meter
Applicat ion and New Meter I nstallat ion Agreem ent  form  at :
www.publicworks.cityofhouston.gov/ ut ilit ies/ planning.htm
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When applying for the water m eter, take the following:
-HPARD Let ter of Approval
-Stam ped Approved Plan Drawings
-Com pleted Water Meter Applicat ion Form  
-Com pleted I nform al Cont ract  Agreem ent  for New Meter I nstallat ion

Applicat ion fees vary depending on m eter size (m axim um  m eter size allowed
in esplanade is 1- inch) .  Paym ent may be m ade by personal or com pany 
check or m oney order.  Perm its and m eter installat ion costs are addit ional.

I f st reet  cuts or bores are required for the project , Taps and Meters will refer 
the applicant  to:  

Public Works Departm ent
St reet  Cut  Perm it  Sect ion 
611 Walker, 19 th Floor 
Houston, Texas 77002 

 713-837-0455

Addit ional inform at ion m ay be found at :
www.publicworks.cityofhouston.gov/ t raffic/ st reetcut .htm

APPLY FOR PERMI TS 
Secure required perm its (plumbing, road boring, backflow prevent ion device 
and elect r ical, as needed)  from  the City Planning and Developm ent  Perm it
Office, Code Enforcem ent  Building, 3330 Main, First  Floor, 77002. Fees vary.
Perm its are normally secured by the cont ractor but  ult imately 
are the responsibilit y of the adopt ing organizat ion.

I f t raffic lanes are to be blocked due to const ruct ion, lane closure perm its
m ust be obtained in writ ing via facsim ile or e-m ail from :

Public Works Departm ent
Traffic Engineering Branch 
Phone:  713-837-7262
Fax:  713-837-7290

Refer to Forms or you m ay download a copy of the City’s Lane Closure Perm it
at : www.publicworks.cityofhouston.gov/ t raffic/ docs/ laneclosure-app.pdf

The city does not a llow  lanes to be closed betw een t he hours of
7 - 9 a.m . and 4 - 6  p.m . w eekdays.

LOCATE UNDERGROUND UTI LI TI ES
Before digging in the esplanade, the cont ractor m ust  also not ify a ut ilit y
locat ing service at  least  48 hours prior to const ruct ion to locate underground
ut ilit ies and receive perm ission to dig.  The locat ing service will require
the address, nearest  intersect ion, key m ap locat ion and work start  date. 
A work order or number will be assigned and should be kept  for future
reference.
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Representat ives from  the ut ilit ies companies will mark locat ions of all lines
and cables to avoid damage.  The following com panies provide ut ilit y locat ing
services:

Lone Star Not ificat ion Center, 713-223-4567 
Texas One Call, 1-800-245-4545 

Note: Som e ut ilit ies m ay not  be contacted by the lo cat ing services
above, and the cont ractor  is u lt im ate ly responsible f or  not ify ing
all underground ut ilit ies pr ior  to const ruct ion.

I NSTALL W ATER METER
Tapping of public water m ains and the installat ion of water meters must
be perform ed by a City-approved taps and m eters cont ractor 
( refer to Resources) .  The adopt ing organizat ion m ay stake the desired m eter 
locat ion in the esplanade and verify locat ion with its plum ber.

NOTE:  I f  const ruct ion includes st reet  cuts or  bor i ng or  disturbs
any par t  of the st reet , curb or  sidew alk , the cont r actor m ust  return
the site  to it s or igina l condit ion.  Otherw ise, the project  w ill not  pass
inspect ion.  Before any const ruct ion begins, the ap plicant  should take
deta iled photos of the site  to ver ify it s or igina l c ondit ion.

I NSTALL BACKFLOW  PREVENTER
All irr igat ion system s must be equipped with an approved testable backflow 
prevent ion assem bly that  m eets City specificat ions ( refer to I rr igat ion) .
A licensed irr igator must  install the backflow preventer.  I n accordance
with state law, all backflow prevent ion assemblies shall be tested upon
installat ion and cert ified to be operat ing within certain specificat ions
by a licensed Backflow Prevent ion Assembly Tester (BPAT) .  Two original
copies of the test  report  should be requested from  the BPAT, one to rem ain
on site for the City’s Plum bing I nspector and the other is required at  t im e 
of final inspect ion by the City’s Water Product ion Branch.

I NSTALL I RRI GATI ON SYSTEM
( refer to I rr igat ion)
I f t raffic lanes are to be blocked due to const ruct ion ( refer to “Apply
for Perm its”  page 7) , secure lane closure perm its ( refer to Form s) .

Dam ages to any water lines, its appurtenances and service connect ions
during the progress of this project  shall be repaired at  the adopt ing
organizat ion’s expense.

SET DATE( S)  TO PREPARE BEDS AND PLANT ESPLANADE
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MOBI LI ZE VOLUNTEERS
Mobilize a volunteer corps for the esplanade preparat ion, plant ing and kick off
of your Adopt -An-Esplanade project . CAUTI ON!  Esplanade work is not
for children!   Hire a police officer for volunteer safety and t raffic cont rol.
Secure perm its to close lanes with safety cones and use appropriate signage. 
Rem em ber to use volunteers wisely. Prior to workday, provide volunteers
with com plete inst ruct ions and an overview of the tasks to be com pleted.
On workday, provide a volunteer orientat ion, specific job assignments
and give a plant ing dem onst rat ion.

SELECT PLANTS AND SCHEDULE DELI VERY
( refer to Plant ing)  

Note:  High pH or alkaline soil is often found in esplanades on Houston st reets.
This soil condit ion is st ressful to plant  growth. Good soil preparat ion
and the use of alkaline- tolerant  plants are cr it ical.  You may wish to obtain
soil tests from  the Agricultural Extension Service. ( refer to Resources)

PLANT ESPLANADE
( refer to Plant ing)  

I f t raffic lanes are to be blocked due to const ruct ion ( refer to “Apply
for Perm its,”  page 7) , secure lane closure perm its ( refer to Form s) .

FI NAL I NSPECTI ON
-Contact  HPARD Adopt -An-Esplanade Program  Coordinator to schedule final
inspect ion of the project  with City departm ents.

-Receive “sign-off”  by inspectors. 
-Once approved, request  cont ractor to design an “as-built ”  plan and subm it
 the plan to HPARD along with three (3)  signed Deed of Gift  form s 
( refer to Form s) .

I m portant :  Adopt ing organizat ion should inspect  a l l w ork  
for  com plet ion and w ait  for  f ina l inspect ion/ approval  by the City
before m aking paym ent  to cont ractor( s) .

FI NAL ACCEPTANCE OF PROJECT
Once the project  has been inspected and approved, HPARD will not ify
the adopt ing organizat ion in writ ing and return one original Deed of Gift  form  
with all signatures in place.

The City of Houston will assum e paym ent  of water bill from  project  
acceptance date. (Bills for water usage at  site pr ior to project  acceptance
date m ust  be paid in full before City can assume paym ent .)  

Provide HPARD Adopt -An-Esplanade Program  Coordinator the nam e, address
and telephone num ber of the m aintenance cont ractor or contact  person
who will maintain the plant  material and irr igat ion system.  I f this informat ion
changes, it  is the responsibilit y of the applicant  to report  changes within 30 
days.  Failure to do so could result  in the disrupt ion of water service
and rem oval of plant  materials.
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MAI NTAI N I T 
Once the esplanade is planted, it  is the responsibi lit y of the adopt ing
organizat ion to m ainta in the esplanade including w at er ing, m ow ing,
edging, t r im m ing, pruning, w eeding, plant  replacem en t , lit ter  rem oval 
and any ir r igat ion system m aintenance, repair  or  adju stm ent .

The City will perform random  water audits to determ ine excess water usage.
A m andatory watering schedule may need to be im plem ented depending
on audit  results.

The City reserves the r ight to discont inue service to any irr igat ion system
located within its esplanades for the following reasons:

Tim e clock cont rol(s)  not  working 
Water spraying on to paved areas or st reet  
Spray heads leaking 
Broken spray heads or rotors 
Main irr igat ion service line leaking
Watering r ight -of-ways
Failure to provide cont roller box key 
Cont rol valves not working
Any addit ions or changes to system , without approval from  City
of Houston Water Conservat ion Branch 

The City also reserves the r ight  to rem ove plant  m aterials if the adopt ing
organizat ion ceases to m aintain the esplanade.

CELEBRATE YOUR SUCCESS
Upon com plet ion of your esplanade project , hold a partnership/ volunteer
cerem ony with appropriate recognit ion.  Write thank you notes to sponsors
and part icipat ing groups and individuals.  Share the news of your success
through your organizat ion newslet ter, neighborhood newspaper or through
a special let ter.

Create enthusiasm  for other neighborhood projects. Esplanades are a logical
first  step to neighborhood renewal, ant i- lit ter and recycling cam paigns
and the cleaning of vacant  lots.

KEEP HOUSTON BEAUTI FUL PROUD PARTNER AW ARD
Document  the project  by keeping accurate records including an overview
of the project , budget , before-and-after photos, volunteer involvem ent  
and posit ive com m unity impact . Consider subm it t ing the project  to the Keep 
Houston Beaut iful Proud Partners Awards Program . This awards com pet it ion
is open to all com m unity organizat ions, youth groups, businesses, inst itut ions
and individuals who dem onst rate their com m itment  to the city through
beaut ificat ion projects.

Contact  Keep Houston Beaut iful for inform at ion on subm it t ing your project
for a Mayor’s Proud Partners Award.  Visit : www.houstonbeaut iful.org.
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PROJECT CHECK LI ST
CHECK I T OUT!

Select  Planning Com m it tee
Select  Site
Request  Adopt -An-Esplanade Guide
Review Adopt -An-Esplanade Guide
Make applicat ion to Adopt -An-Esplanade
Meet  with Adopt -An-Esplanade Coordinator
Recruit  Sponsors and Com m unity partners
Create Project  Tim eline
Obtain Engineered St reet  Drawings
Consult  a landscape architect
Prepare budget
Produce Landscape and I rr igat ion Plan Drawings
Subm it  plan drawings and Applicat ion for Donat ing an

    I rr igat ion System  for review and approval
Wait  for approval let ter
Make applicat ion for water m eter
Apply for perm its
Locate underground ut ilit ies
I nstall water m eter
I nstall backflow preventer
I nstall ir r igat ion system
Set  date(s)  to prepare beds and plant  esplanade
Mobilize volunteers
Select  plants and schedule delivery
Plant  esplanade
Final inspect ion
Final acceptance of project
Maintain it
Celebrate your success
Keep Houston Beaut iful Proud Partner Award
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I  R R I  G A T I  O N 

SELECTI NG A W ATERI NG METHOD

Before plant ing, determ ine the cost and feasibilit y of an irr igat ion system  or consider 
an alternate watering method. First , locate the water source. I f there is no water line 
or hose bib nearby, consult  a licensed irr igator or plum ber for cost  est im ates
and installat ion. A new water m eter m ay be required. Costs are the responsibilit y
of the sponsoring organizat ion. The City will pay for water usage of approved,
autom at ic irr igat ion system s. 

An autom at ic irr igat ion system  is the preferred system  for watering esplanades. 
A licensed irr igator or landscape architect  should prepare plans for the irr igat ion
system . The installing cont ractor secures perm its and ensures com pliance with all
applicable codes.  A convent ional spray- type irr igat ion system  or a low-volum e
system  such as a dr ip em it ter m ay be considered. A cont roller or a t im er device m ust  
operate the irr igat ion system . 

Alternate watering m ethods include a hand-held hose, soaker hose or oscillat ing
sprinkler. I t  is im portant  to note that  water usage costs by these methods will not
be paid by the City of Houston and m ust be assum ed by the adopt ing organizat ion.
Keep in m ind, maintenance volunteers will require access to the hose bib key to turn
the water on and off. As a final alternat ive, a watering service m ay be cont racted 
to water the site.

DEED OF GI FT

When a group or organizat ion purchases and installs an irr igat ion system  within 
an esplanade, the sponsoring organizat ion m ust  com plete a "Deed of Gift "  form  
to form ally donate the irr igat ion system  to the City.  I t  is the City 's intent  to accept
donat ion of irr igat ion system s located in esplanades of City roadways which m eet  
the specificat ions contained in these procedures. Once the deed is accepted, the City
will pay for water usage.  The City reserves the r ight  to discont inue service
to any irr igat ion system located within its esplanades.

For irr igat ion system s already in existence, HPARD requires that  the system  m eet  
the City’s acceptance requirem ents and the adopt ing organizat ion provide receipt
of ownership of the irr igat ion system .

Visit : www.publicworks.cityofhouston.gov/ ut ilit ies/ conservat ion/ esplanade.htm l
for the City’s general policy on procedures and specificat ions for acceptance of deeds
to newly const ructed and/ or exist ing irr igat ion system s.
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S P E C I  F I  C A T I  O N S   F O R   I  R R I  G A T I  O N   S Y S T E M S   I  N
A   C I  T Y   O F H O U S T O N  E S P L A N A D E 

I RRI GATI ON DRAW I NGS
Drawings of the irr igat ion system m ust  indicate the locat ion (and type)  of:  

Water meter 
Rain sensor 
Backflow preventer 
Lines/ connect ions
Manual/ automat ic cont rol valves
Timers
I ndividual spray heads
St reet  nam e, block num ber and st reet  intersect ion nam es where irr igat ion

   is located

I f the irr igat ion system  is already in existence, the drawings m ust  represent  
the system  as it  current ly exists.

W ATER METER
A. Meter size m ust not be greater than 1 inch.

B. The meter must  be installed within the esplanade. 

C. All meters must have a box and lid.

D. Any port ion of the irr igat ion system which is subject  to responsibilit y
for operat ion and m aintenance by a different  person, group, or organizat ion m ust  
be separately m etered.

E. The use of an individual m eter for each esplanade segm ent  is recom m ended.
No individual m eter shall serve a cont inuous "run" of greater than one thousand
(1,000) foot  of irr igated esplanade.  Not  m ore than three (3)  pavem ent  segm ents 
m ay be crossed by any cont inuous run. 

F. Where system s cross paved segm ents of the roadway, the following rules apply:

Gate valves shall be provided on both sides of the pavem ent  crossing to allow 
isolat ion and/ or replacem ent  of any dam aged segm ent .

Water lines, cont rol conduits, and any other appurtenances shall be placed
in a cont inuous casing (m aximum  diam eter 6 inches) .

Gravel backfill shall be placed at  the end of the sleeves and around all gate 
valves in order to allow a path for water to escape in the event  of any leaks. 

BACK FLOW  PREVENTER
A.   All irr igat ion systems m ust  be equipped with a testable backflow preventer or air

  gap that  m eets the City 's specificat ions.
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B.   Backflow preventers m ust  be installed 2-3 feet  from  water m eter.

C.  Backflow preventers will be tested upon installat ion, repair, or relocat ion
  and on an annual schedule thereafter.

D.  Field test ing of these assem blies shall be done by the approved persons
  from  the City 's Cert if ied Tester 's list .

E.  Visit : www.publicworks.cityofhouston.gov/ ut ilit ies/ waterprod.htm for a list
  of State cert if ied backflow assem bly testers registered with the City of Houston.

F. The adopt ing organizat ion is responsible to retain the records of test ing and
  m aintenance for a m inim um  of three (3)  years, and shall forward a copy 
  of the test  records to the City's Water Quality Cont rol Branch (713-842-4013) .

G.  All other water lines and/ or connect ions between the m eter and the backflow 
  preventer are prohibited. 

H.  The backflow preventer is required to be wrapped with a suitable insulat ion
  and taped to protect  against freezing.

I RRI GATI ON SYSTEM
A. The irr igat ion system , cont rols and t im er m ust  be contained ent irely within

the esplanade. Cont rols and t im ers m ust  be enclosed in a box with a lid.
The City m ust  have uninterrupted access to all cont rols and t im ers.  A key
must be provided if the cont rol box is locked.

B. All autom at ic irr igat ion system s must  be equipped with a rain sensor shut -off
device or soil m oisture sensor. 

C. I r r igat ion system  m ust be a “Closed Loop System .” Hose bibs, quick 
couplers or other devices that  perm it  ext ract ion of water for the approved system
other than through the sprinkler heads are NOT perm it ted. 

D. W ater ing esplanades is prohibited betw een the hours of 1 0  a.m . and
7  p.m . (When drought condit ions exist , as determ ined by the Water Conservat ion
Departm ent , water use m ay be rest r icted.)

E. Sprinkler head spacing m ust be designed for head- to-head coverage or head 
spaced per m anufacturer 's direct ions and adjusted for prevailing winds. The
system  m ust  be designed for m inim um  run-off and m inim um  over-spray
onto non- irr igated areas ( i.e., paving and st ructures.)

F. I t  is suggested that  all sprinkler heads should be installed on flexible pipe joints
to help prevent  breakage. 

G. Above ground sprinkler heads are prohibited in esplanades with a width of less 
than twelve (12)  feet . 

H. Spray heads will be located and maintained so as to avoid water spraying on 
paved areas or st ructures. Spray heads next  to paved areas m ust be flush with
the grade. 
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SPECI AL NOTES 

I r r igat ion System  Reject ion 

After  per form ing an inspect ion on an esplanade ir r iga t ion system , the City
of Houston W ater  Conservat ion Branch m ay deny the reque st  for  acceptance
of a  Deed of Gift and/ or term inate w ater service for  an y of the follow ing
reasons:

Meter size greater than one inch
Manually cont rolled system  
Quick coupler valves or hose bibs 
Meter serves a cont inuous “ run”  of m ore than 1,000 feet  
I nterconnect ion of water m eters 
No isolat ion gate valves provided at  end of esplanades 
No rain sensor shut -off device or soil m oisture sensor 
Tim e clock cont rol(s)  not  working 
Bat tery operat ing cont rol(s)  not working
No backflow preventer’s test  report  was provided
Backflow preventer is not  near water meter 
Spray heads not  set  12”  from  curb
Water spraying on to paved areas or st reet  
Spray heads leaking 
Main irr igat ion service line leaking
Water bill has outstanding balance
Other_______________________ (as deem ed necessary by City)  

Esplanade Meter  Cut  Off 

The City of Houston Water Conservat ion Branch perform s periodic inspect ions
on esplanade water m eters.  Water service m ay be disconnected for any 
of the following reasons:

Time clock cont rol(s)  not  working
Water spraying on to paved areas or st reet  
Spray heads leaking 
Broken spray heads or rotors 
Main irr igat ion service line leaking
Watering r ight -of-ways
Failure to provide cont roller box key 
Cont rol valves not working
Other________________________(as deem ed necessary by City)

City of Houston/ Water Conservat ion Branch
Contacts: Tom m ie Lewis, 713-837-0422;  Ruben Gut ierrez, 713-837-0418
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Backflow Preventers Guidelines for Irrigation Systems 

Water Production Branch
Systems Development and Water Quality Section

   Backflow Preventers Guidelines for Irrigation Systems 

Irrigation systems make watering lawns and gardens easier.  They save time, but water  
may be contaminated by weed killers, fungicides; pesticides, soil conditioners and/or fertilizers 
can be backsiphoned (backflow) into drinking water system.  Irrigation systems not protected by 
approved backflow prevention assemblies could endanger the health of a household, 
neighborhood or community. 

All irrigation systems must be equipped with an approved testable backflow prevention 
assembly. The assembly shall be installed on any water connection, which is dedicated to an 
irrigation system. The irrigation system can create a direct or potential health hazard.  The 
hazards include cross-connection between the water supply and an irrigation system that may be 
equipped with pumps, injectors, pressurized tanks or vessels, or other facilities for injecting or 
aspirating chemicals.  An irrigation system is also subject to contamination from submerged 
inlet, like sprinkler heads.  Contamination may also occur on a system supplied from an auxiliary 
water supply, like on-site water well. 

The two mechanical backflow prevention assemblies, to be installed on irrigation systems are: 

PressureVacuum Breaker Type Assembly (PVB)
Reduced-PressurePrinciple Backflow-PreventionAssembly (RPBA)

The acceptable specific installation criteria for the above backflow preventers are: 

Pressure Vacuum Breaker (PVB) (See Figure 1): 

It must be installed in an upright position after the meter.  Control valves can be 
located downstream of the PVB. 
PVB must be installed a minimum of one foot (12") above any downstream piping 
and the highest downstream opening. 
Where local topography effectively prohibits such installation, the alternative 
acceptable installation criterion is the RPBA. 
No injection device can be used to introduce chemical or fertilizer into the irrigation 
system. 
PVB is designed to prevent backsiphonage, not backpressure, and can operate under 
continuous pressure. 
PVB is to be tested upon installation, repair, or relocation and on an annual schedule 
thereafter, by a certified backflow prevention assembly tester. 
There should be no connections or by-pass between the meter and backflow 
prevention assembly. 
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Backflow Preventers Guidelines for Irrigation Systems 

Reduced-pressure Principle Backflow-prevention Assembly (RPBA) (See Figure 2): 

It must be installed in a horizontal position after the meter. Control valves can be 
located downstream of the RPBA. 
RPBA must be installed with a minimum clearance of one foot (12") at bottom of 
relief valve from grade level. 
Injection device can be used to introduce chemical or fertilizer into the irrigation 
system. 
RPBA is designed to prevent backpressure, backsiphonage, and can operate under 
continuous pressure. 
RPBA is to be tested upon installation, repair, or relocation and on an annual schedule 
thereafter, by a certified backflow prevention assembly tester. 
There should be no connections or by-pass between the meter and backflow 
prevention assembly. 

 Figure 1 
Typical installation – PressureVacuum Breaker (PVB)

Figure 2 
Typical installation – Reduced-Pressure Principle Backflow-PreventionAssembly (RPBA)

For more information or answers to your questions on particular situations, please contact: 
Water Production Branch / Systems Development and Water Quality Section 

7000 Ardmore St, 2nd Floor 
Houston, Texas 77054-2302 

 (713) 842-4000 / Fax (713) 842-6903/04 
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P L A N T I  N  G 

PLANTI NG TI PS 

After installing the irr igat ion system, prepare the esplanade bed by removing 
exist ing sod and weeds m anually with a hoe or sod cut ter (which can be obtained 
from  a rental com pany) . To m ake the job easier, t reat  sod or weeds with a chem ical
herbicide. Use herbicides in the morning, when it  is less windy and always follow
m anufacturer 's inst ruct ions.

Till soil addit ives (sand, com posted soil, etc.)  into the top 6-12 inches of the soil.
A power t iller m akes this job easier. Trees are planted first , then shrubbery and 
groundcover or seasonal flowers. Consider edging m aterials such as m etal or plast ic
to define plant ing areas. Don't  forget  to include these costs in your budget  est imate.

To retain m oisture, t rees and shrubs m ay be t reated with soil-m oist  polym ers. These
water-absorbing/ releasing crystals are available at  m ost  garden supply stores. 

The opt im al plant ing season is from m id-October to m id-February;  however,
with careful m onitor ing of plant , soil and weather condit ions, plant ing can be done
throughout  the year.

TREE SPACI NG

Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  requires t rees to be planted in either 
the “ form al”  or “natural”  design.

The form al  design for t ree plant ing requires that  t rees be spaced with intervals
of at  least  40 feet .

The natura l  design allows t rees to be planted in clusters, creat ing a forest - like
set t ing.  Trees are random ly planted at  least  two- feet  apart , with a m inim um
five- foot  mowing st r ip around the cluster.  The planted area should be m ulched
and kept  weeded, but  requires no m owing.  This plant ing design encourages natural 
regenerat ion and requires less maintenance.

PLANTI NG GUI DELI NES FOR TREES 

A. Only container grown t rees will be approved for esplanade plant ing. 

B. Trees m ust  be planted at  least  75 feet  from  the esplanade “nose”
 at  an intersect ion and at  least  50 feet  from  esplanade “nose”  at  a m id-block
 opening.

C. Trees m ay not  be planted closer than five (5)  feet  from  the edge of an esplanade 
 curb.

D. Holes for the t rees should be excavated one and one-half (1 1/ 2)  to two (2)  feet
 greater in width than the diam eter of the soil ball.  The sides of the hole should
 be vert ical and the bot tom  horizontal.
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E.  Trees should be planted with the top of the root  ball two (2)  inches above 
 exist ing grade.  Care should be taken as not  to injure the root  system , t runk,
 or foliage.  The t runk should not  be used as a lever in posit ioning or moving
 the t ree in the plant ing hole.  No holes should be left  uncovered overnight .

F.  Replace the soil rem oved from  the hole, but  do not  add organic mat ter to this
 backfill. To help retain water, use excess dirt  to build a small dam six (6) feet

  in diam eter and six (6)  to eight (8)  inches above soil grade around the t ree.

G.  Use t reated pine or m etal pole stakes to support  young t rees.  Use
 two (2)  or three (3)  eight - foot  stakes (depending upon t ree size)  pounded
 into the ground outside the root  ball area. One-hundred-gallon t rees should

  be t r i- staked.

H.  Use wide nylon webbing ( t ree chain) to at tach the t ree to the stakes. Allow 
 the t ree enough freedom  to sway in the wind so that  it can develop st rength.
 Rem ove the supports after the first  growing season. 

I .  Mulch should be placed loosely around t rees planted within twenty- four (24)
hours after plant ing to a uniform depth of three (3)  to four (4)  inches and

  to a diam eter of six (6)  feet .  No leaves, branches, roots or other foreign m aterial
  m ay be used as mulch.  This area should be m aintained free of weeds and grass

vegetat ion with a three (3)  to four (4)  inch m ulch cover for a m inim um
of one (1)  year.

J. Pruning should be done according to the standards of the Nat ional Arborist
  Associat ion.  The t ree should be maintained in a shape appropriate
  to its species.  St reet  t rees should be pruned in accordance with the standards
  for hazard pruning contained in class I I I .

K.   When located in the visibilit y t r iangle, t rees shall be headed to a m inim um  height
  of seven feet .  There m ay be addit ional rest r ict ions on plant ing t rees
  on esplanades or busy m ajor thoroughfares where excessive t ree plant ing could
  create a t raffic hazard by impair ing the vision of m otorists.

L. Structural im provem ents such as planters are generally not  perm it ted
  on esplanades and irr igat ion piping and elect r ical conduits are prohibited
  from  being located over storm  sewers.
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PLANTI NG GUI DELI NES FOR SHRUBS

A. Shrubs planted in an esplanade shall not  be planted closer than 25 feet
to the end of the esplanade or closer than three feet  from  the back of the curb
or the final approved design line for the curb of any public st reet .  Use of ground 
covers or annuals and perennials conform ing to the height  rest r ict ions
of a visibilit y t r iangle shall not  be rest r icted.

B. When located in the visibilit y t r iangle, shrubs shall be m aintained at  a m axim um
height  of 24 inches as m easured from the surrounding soil line.

C. Holes for shrubs should be excavated six (6)  inches greater in width than
the diam eter of the soil ball.   The sides of the hole should be vert ical

  and the bot tom  horizontal.  Shrubs should be planted with top of root  ball slight ly
  above exist ing grade.  No holes should be left  uncovered overnight .

D. Shrubs should be set  in an upright  plum b posit ion at  a depth slight ly higher
  than grown in the container. Care should be taken not  to injure the root  system ,
  t runk, or foliage.  The t runk should not  be used as a lever in posit ioning
  or m oving the shrub in the plant ing hole.

E. Holes should be backfilled with soil and tapped light ly and carefully
  so as not  to dam age roots.  The shrub should be watered to set t le soil around 
  the roots and rem ove air  pockets. 

F. All damaged branches shall be removed. 

G. A m inim um  three- inch layer of m ulch shall be placed loosely at  the base to retard 
weed growth and conserve m oisture. 
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SUGGESTED PLANTS FOR ESPLANADES

The following plant  list  takes into considerat ion the difficult growing condit ions often
found on Houston's esplanades. Drought  condit ions and difficult  soils (high pH, low
organic m at ter, poor aerat ion, etc.)  are frequent ly encountered on these sites. 
Reflect ive heat , noxious fum es, st rong winds and other urban st resses also add 
to the challenges that beset  esplanade plant ings.

Not  all esplanades are inhospitable, and the plant  opt ions on sites with opt im um
growing condit ions m ay be rather num erous. Regardless of condit ions encountered,
neighborhood groups ut ilizing the following select ions should have a reasonable
degree of success. This list  is in no way inclusive of all suitable plants for esplanade
plant ing but  is instead intended as a basic guide. 

LARGE TREES 
Allee’ Elm Ulm us parvifolia ‘Em er I I ’
American Elm  Ulm us am ericana
American Holly I lex opaca 
Anacua Ehret ia anacua
Blackgum Nyssa sylvat ica var sylvat ica
Cedar Elm Ulm us crassifolia
Chinese Elm Ulm us parvifolia
Drake Elm Ulm us parvifolia var drakii 
Evergreen Elm Ulm us parvifolia sem pervirens
Winged Elm  Ulm us alata
Montezuma Baldcypress Taxodium  dist ichum  m ucronatum
Baldcypress Taxodium  dist ichum
Bur Oak Quercus m acrocarpa
Chinkapin Oak Quercus m uehlenbergii
Laurel Oak Quercus laurifolia
Live Oak Quercus virginiana
Monterrey Oak Quercus polym orpha
  (a.k.a. Mexican White Oak)  
Overcup Oak Quercus lyrata
Sawtooth Oak Quercus acut issim a
Southern Red Oak Quercus falcata
Nutall Oak Quercus nut tallii
Water Oak Quercus nigra 
Shum ard Oak Quercus shum ardii
Pecan Carya illinoensis
Chinese Pistache Pistacia chinensis
Green Ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica
Eastern Redcedar Juniperus virginiana
Western Soapberry Sapindus drum m ondii
Southern Magnolia Magnolia grandiflora
Sweetgum Liquidam bar styraciflua 
Loblolly Pine Pinus taeda 
Drummond Red Maple Acer rubrum  ‘Drum m ondii’
Mexican Sycam ore Platanus m exicana
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SMALL TO MEDI UM TREES
East  Palatka Holly I lex x at tenuata ‘East  Palatka’
Mexican Plum Prunus m exicana
Texas Redbud Cercis canadensis var. texensis 
Texas Persim m on Diospyros texana 
Crepe Myrt le Lagerst roem ia sp.
Hawthorns Crataegus sp. 
Yaupon Holly I lex vom itor ia
Possum haw I lex decidua
Chinese fr inge Chionanthus retusus
Mexican Buckeye Ungnadia speciosa
Eve's Necklace Sophora affinis

SHRUBS
Dwarf Nandina Nandina dom est ica ‘com pacta’
Dwarf Yaupon I lex vom itor ia
I ndian Hawthorn Raphiolepis indica
Dwarf Bot t lebrush Callistem on cit r inus
Lit t leleaf Boxwood Buxus m icrophylla
Junipers Juniper species
Crepe Myrt le Lagerst roem ia indica
Carissa Holly I lex cornuta ‘Carissa’

GROUNDCOVERS
Asian Jasm ine Trachaelosperm um  asiat icum
Trailing Junipers Juniperus species
Lir iope Lir iope m uscari
Mondo Grass Ophiopogon j aponieus
Wedelia Wedelia t r ilobata
Japanese Ardisia Ardisia japonica

GRASSES
Mexican Feather Grass St ipa tenuissim a
Bam boo Muhly Muhlenbergia dum osa
Cassian Pennisetum  alopecuroides 'Cassian’
Dwarf Maiden Grass Miscanthus sinensis 'Yakushim a'
Dwarf Fountain Grass Pennisetum  alopecuroides ‘Ham elin’
Purple Fountain Grass Pennisetum  setaceum  'Rubrum '
Gulf Coast  Muhly Muhlenbergia capillar ies
Blue Sedge Carex glauca

PERENNI ALS
Plumbago Ceratost igm a plum baginoides
Rosem ary Rosm arinus officinalis
Lousiana I r is I r is hybrids
Coreopsis Coreopsis grandiflora
Purple Coneflower Echinacea purpurea
Daylily Hem eroeallis sp.
Ant ique Rose Rosa sp.
Lantana Lantana cam ara
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E S P L A N A D E   M A I  N  T E N A N C E

The first - two years are cr it ical for plants as they establish root  systems.
I n the summer especially, you m ay choose to water twice a week. I t  is necessary 
to monitor the top 3-4 inches of soil for moisture content  as water is of pr imary
im portance to plant health. Maintaining ample soil moisture levels, especially during
t im e of drought , is necessary for at  least  the first  three years of a project . Barr ing
natural rainfall,  a good general rule is to provide 5-10 gallons of water per caliper
inch of t ree per week during the growing season. Cont rol weeds and maintain
an adequate mulch layer to help retain soil m oisture.

To m aintain healthy plant  growth, fert ilize in m id- to- late fall and again in spring
with a balanced fert ilizer. Consult your local nursery for informat ion on types
of fert ilizer,  pest icides, and applicat ion methods.

Regular pruning provides good air  circulat ion and maxim um  exposure to sunlight
and dim inishes problem s. Maintain a regim en of pruning during winter to early spring
when t rees are dorm ant , being careful not  to rem ove m ore than 25%  of the foliage.
Rem ove dead and injured branches as well as cross branches in order to accent  
the natural form  of the t ree or shrub. Always cut  just  above the bud or stem . Make 
sure cuts are sharp and clean using st rong, sharp lopping shears or a pruning saw.
Unless lower branches are topping out higher branches, don't  prune the lower 
branches for several years. This will aid in t runk developm ent . Call on professional
arborists or t ree t r im m ers to prune over 10-15 feet  tall.  Wounds and cuts on oak 
t rees should be t reated with a light -colored latex paint  im m ediately. When-pruning
diseased t rees, blades and cut t ing surfaces should be t reated with alcohol between
cuts.

Weed eaters and lawnm owers can cause considerable dam age to t ree and shrub
plant ings. Any injury to a t ree or shrub exposes it  to insect  and disease problem s,
and severe "girdling"  injur ies can kill the plant . Lawn equipment  should be kept
2-3 feet  away from  newly planted t rees and shrubs. Therefore m anually weed 
around t rees and maintain mulch cover at  least  twice during the growing season.

I t  m ay be necessary to replant  t rees, shrubs or groundcover due to unusual weather
condit ions or t raffic dam age. I nclude these norm al replacem ent  costs in your cost
est im ate. Providing cont inuous m aintenance of a landscaped area is perhaps 
the most  important  part  of the project . There are several opt ions:  the commit tee,
an individual, or professional m aintenance companies are capable of assum ing this 
responsibilit y. Your decision will depend on funding and volunteer resources. Prepare
a maintenance schedule to ensure that  all necessary tasks are accomplished 
at  appropriate intervals. Basic tasks include m owing, edging, t r im m ing, weeding,
pruning and lit ter pick-up.  Don’t forget  to schedule fert ilizing, watering, mulching
and plant  replacem ent .
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GENERAL LANDSCAPE MAI NTENANCE SCHEDULE
The following chart  provides a suggested maintenance program.  A program should
be developed to best  suit  the requirem ents of the esplanade(s)  in your area.

MAI NTENANCE TASK JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DE C TOTAL

MOW, EDGE TRI M,
DELI TTER 2 2 3 4 5 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 42

TRI M SHRUBS 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 1 13

PRUNE TREES 1 1

FERTI LI ZE TURF & SHRUBS 1 1 1 3

FERTI LI ZE TREES 1 1

TURF PEST CONTROL 1 1 1 3

I NSPECT I RRI GATI ON 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 14

SUGGESTED W ATERI NG SCHEDULE FOR TREES AND SHRUBS
The following watering schedule m ay be ut ilized and revised during prolonged
periods of rain. 

Month Water Schedule
Novem ber – February Drench root  zone once every 21 days 

October, March and 
April

Drench root  zone once every 14 days 

May – Septem ber Drench root  zone once every 7 days 

MAI NTENANCE COSTS

Consult  a landscape architect  or landscape m aintenance com pany for a bid
on est im ated costs to m aintain the esplanade. Costs vary depending on turf or plant
types, bed area, qualit y and frequency of service. 



SAMPLE LETTER OF I NTENT FOR ADOPT- AN- ESPLANADE PROGRAM 

[ Date]

Joe Turner
Director
Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent
2999 S. Wayside Drive
Houston, TX 77023

Dear Mr. Turner:

[ Nam e of organizat ion]  hereby subm its its let ter of intent  to adopt a City of 
Houston esplanade(s)  beginning at  [ Block  num ber  and st reet  nam e]  to [ Block
num ber and st reet  nam e] .   The intersect ing st reets are:  [ List  intersect ing 
st reet  nam es] .

Our proposed project  includes [ List  a ll that  apply] :
1. Landscaping addit ions and/ or im provem ents 
2. I rr igat ion system  purchase, installat ion and donat ion to the City of Houston
3. Donat ion of exist ing irr igat ion system
4. Alternate watering m ethod 
5. Maintenance plan
6. Other

Enclosed is our Adopt -An-Esplanade applicat ion form  and m aintenance agreem ent
for init ial review.  By subm it t ing this inform at ion, [ Nam e of organizat ion]
understands that  all elem ents m ust  m eet  the City’s guidelines for approval and
acceptance. [ Nam e of organizat ion]  also agrees to accept full responsibilit y for
this project , including its perpetual m aintenance of the esplanade(s) , proposed
landscaping, and proposed irr igat ion system  or alternate watering m ethod.

I t  is our hope that  we have m et  the guidelines set  forth through the Adopt -An-
Esplanade Program .  Please contact m e at [ Contact person’s phone num ber]  if
you have quest ions about  our project , or to set  up our on site m eet ing. We look 
forward to your response.

Sincerely,

_________________________________
[ Nam e of contact  person]  
[ Tit le ]
[ Nam e of organizat ion]

Encl.

Revised: 07-12-04
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ADOPT- AN- ESPLANADE
Program  Applicat ion and Maintenance Agreem ent

Thank you for your interest  in the Adopt -An-Esplanade Program .  We value your com m itm ent
to help beaut ify and maintain Houston’s green space. Please tell us m ore about  your 
organizat ion and your plans for the esplanade you wish to adopt . 

Esplanade/ Median Address:  _____________________________________________________

Total linear m iles of esplanade(s)  to be adopted:  ________________

Each esplanade segm ent  to be adopted has a width of 12 feet  or m ore:   Yes______  No______

Nam e of Adopt ing Organizat ion:  _________________________________________________

Address of Organizat ion:  ___________________________________________ZI P _________

Phone: ( _   _) _____________________ Fax: (   _   )_____________________

Em ail:  _____________________________________________ 

* Project  Manager:  ________________________________   * Phone: ____________________

* Hom e Address:  ______________________________________________ ZI P ___________

* Em ail:   ____________________________________________ 

* Updates to th is inform at ion m ust  be provided to th e Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  w ith in
3 0  days of a  change.  Fa ilure to repor t  changes to the Departm ent  m ay result  in the 
disconnect ion of w ater  service.

Please describe your plan for the esplanade(s)  listed above. 

PROJECT TIMELINE
Proposed dates for esplanade const ruct ion ( installat ion of irr igat ion and plant  m aterial) :

___________________________________________________________________________

LANDSCAPING
Descript ion of plant  m aterial:  ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
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ADOPT- AN- ESPLANADE
Program  Applicat ion and Maintenance Agreem ent

I RRI GATI ON
An automat ic irr igat ion system is the preferred system for watering esplanades.  All design, plan, 
installat ion, new water meter, operat ion and maintenance costs are the responsibilit y of the 
adopt ing organizat ion.   

The City will only pay for water usage when the adopt ing organizat ion purchases and installs an 
approved, autom at ic irr igat ion system  that  m eets City specs.  The adopt ing organizat ion m ust  
also deed the irr igat ion system  over to the City and pay for any prior water usage.   

[ Com plete A or B Below]   

A)  Type of irr igat ion system :  ________________________________________________ 

Nam e of bonded plum ber/ qualified cont ractor: ________________________________ 

Nam e of person/ com pany responsible for m aintenance to the irr igat ion system  once it  
has been approved and installed.  

Nam e:  ________________________________ Phone:  ________________________ 

Will you be applying for a new water m eter and tap?  YES______  NO______ 

List  exist ing m eter locat ions if known:  ______________________________________ 

B)   Type of alternate watering m ethod (Check one) :  

Oscillat ing/ soaker nose sprinkler______   Watering Service______  

Hand-held hose______       Other (Describe) :  ________________________________ 

   
MAI NTENANCE AGREEMENT
Once the esplanade is planted, it  is the responsibilit y of the adopt ing organizat ion to m aintain 
the esplanade to include:

Watering and fert ilizing 
Mowing, edging and de- lit ter ing 
Weeding, t r imm ing and pruning 
Seasonal plant  replacem ent  
I rr igat ion system  m aintenance, repair or adjustm ent  
Other (Describe) : ______________________________________________________ 

By signing below, ________________________________________ associat ion/ organizat ion
agrees to perform  all necessary and required m aintenance to the esplanade from  the point  of 
approval and acceptance.  The Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  reserves the r ight  to rem ove 
all plant  material within the esplanade if maintenance under this adopt ion agreem ent  ends.    



PROJECT#:____________ADOPT-AN-ESPLANADEProgram Application and Maintenance Agreement
Agreed and accepted:

_________________________________   ________________________Project Manager Signature     Date

Completion of this form does not constitute approval to proceed with planned projects. Your application will be reviewed and you will receive instructions to submit proposed plans within 30 days. Adoption of an esplanade shall not connote the transfer of public spaces to any community, corporation or individual, for private or commercial use.

Please submit this completed application and maintenance agreement, along with your organization’s letter of intent to:
Adopt-An-Esplanade ProgramHouston Parks and Recreation Department2999 S. Wayside Dr.Houston, TX 77023
Information: (832) 395-7029
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Revised 9/ 24/ 2004 

Applicat ion for  Donat ing an I r r igat ion System
to the City of Houston

Nam e of Organizat ion ___________________________________________________    

Address of Organizat ion __________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________   State _TX        ZIP ______________________ 

Phone:  (     _  )  ______________________      Fax:  (    _   )______________________   

Nam e of Responsible Person:  _____________________________________________ 

Tit le:  _____________________________   Em ail:  _____________________________ 

Address of Responsible Person:  ____________________________________________  

City ___________________________  State _TX        ZIP ______________________ 

Phone:  (     _  )  ______________________      Fax:  (    _   )______________________   

Updates to this inform at ion m ust  be provided to the Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  w ithin 3 0  
days of a  change.  Failure to report  changes to the Departm ent  m ay result  in the disconnect ion of 
w ater service.   

Locat ion(s)  of I rr igat ion System :  _________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

Descript ion of I rr igat ion System :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Descript ion of Plant  Material:  _____________________________________________ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

______________________________ _____________________ 
Signature of Responsible Person  Date 

Acct . # ______________________                                    FOR OFFI CE USE ONLY

1. I nspected:  ___/ ___/ ___ Water Conservat ion ________________ Employee# ____________  

 Approved: ___________   Rejected: ____________  

2. I nspected:  ___/ ___/ ___ Water Quality ____________________ Employee# _____________ 

 Approved: ___________   Rejected: ____________ 

3. I nspected:  ___/ ___/ ___ UCS ____________________________ Employee# ____________ 

 Approved: ___________   Rejected: ____________









CITY OF HOUSTON

PUBLIC WORKS & ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING BRANCH

RIGHT-OF-WAY OCCUPANCY PERMIT APPLICATION

To contact us: Traffic Engineering Branch 

City of Houston, P.O. Box 1562, Houston, TX 77251-1562 

Attention: R.O.W. Occupancy Permit Application 

Phone: 713-837-7262, Fax: 713-837-7290, E-Mail-TrafficPermits@cityofhouston.net

For an online application, please visit www.ci.houston.tx.us/pwe/ecred/laneclosure.htm

Please provide the following information to process your request for lane closures. 

*** USE ONE FORM FOR EACH STREET. A MINIMUM OF THREE BUSINESS DAYS’ NOTICE IS REQUIRED ***

Street Name & Block Number:       

Keymap Page & Number:        

Requested Dates: From:       To:       

Requested Time of Day: From:       To:       

Affected Side of the Street:  (Check One OR Explain Below)   N  S  E  W 

Number of Lanes Requested:        Is this request for parking vehicles?  Yes  No 

Total Number of Existing Lanes:        Number of Lanes Currently Open:       

City of Houston APPROVED Street Cut Permit No. (if applicable):       

City of Houston Issued Drawing No. (if applicable):       

(A traffic control plan (TCP) is required for closures affecting two or more lanes.  Other situations may require the submittal of a TCP at the sole discretion of the 

Traffic Engineering Branch.) 

Will requested work and/or parking be behind other contractor barricades?  Yes  No 

Briefly explain the scope of the project (include license plate numbers if parking vehicles): 

Is sidewalk or crosswalk affected?   Yes  No (if yes, answer questions 1 and 2 below) 

If answering NO to either of these questions, please request a Pedestrian Way Impairment Application.

1.  Will the pedestrian way impairment (sidewalk or crosswalk) be less than 14 days?   Yes  No 

2.  Will a hard surfaced 3’ pedestrian walkway that complies with applicable City surfacing and related requirements be 

provided at all times?  Yes  No 

Applicant's Name:       

Company’s Name:       

Company Address:       City:       State:     Zip:       

Company Phone No:       Fax No:       Alt. No:       

E-Mail Address:       

This application provides the Traffic Engineering Branch necessary information to process your request.  Additional information may be required.  Submission of 

an application does not provide to the applicant authority or permission to occupy any portion of the street or right-of-way; only an approved permit resulting from 

the submittal of a complete application enables such action to occur.  To ensure safe and efficient flow of traffic and pedestrians, the application may be modified or 

rejected, or any previously issued permits may be modified or revoked at the sole discretion of the Traffic Engineering Branch.

   

Signature  Date 
Form Effective December 20, 2002 



HPARD rev. 5-07-04 

THE STATE OF TEXAS  
   DEED OF GIFT 

COUNTY OF HARRIS  

__________________________________________________, A_________________________ 

______________________________, (“Grantor”) hereby conveys and grants to the City of 

Houston (“City”) certain items of personal property comprising an irrigation system located in 

public rights-of-way, described more particularly as follows (“System”): 

All pipes, sprinklers, metering devices, backflow preventive devices, controls 

and other equipment located in the _________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

 Houston Harris County, Texas 

The Grantor represents that is has free and clear title to the System and that there are not 

outstanding debts associated with the purchase, installation or repair of the System. 

This conveyance shall not be effective until delivered to the City of Houston and accepted 

by the Director of Public Works and Engineering of the City. 

____________________________________ _____________________________ 
GRANTOR DATE

____________________________________  _____________________________ 
Address      Phone 

Witness/Attest: 

By:_________________________________ By:  _______________________________ 

Title: Agent      Title: 

APPROVED:      ACCEPTED: 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 
Director of Parks and Recreation   Director of Public Works and Engineering 
City of Houston     City of Houston 

FORM APPROVED BY CITY LEGAL DEPARTMENT DECEMBER 1986



R E S O U R C E   L I S T
TO MAKE APPLICATION TO ADOPT-AN-ESPLANADE:CITY OF HOUSTON PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENTADOPT-AN-ESPLANADE COORDINATOR2999 SOUTH WAYSIDE DRIVE, HOUSTON, TX 77023(832) 395-7029
TO OBTAIN ENGINEERED STREET DRAWINGS:CITY OF HOUSTON PUBLIC WORKS FILE ROOMCity of Houston File Room, 611 Walker (basement level)Houston, Texas 77002(713) 837-0569OR: online at http://pwegis.pwe.ci.houston.tx.us/
TO APPLY FOR PERMIT TO INSTALL A WATER METER:CITY OF HOUSTON TAPS & METERS3300 MAIN, FIRST FLOOR, HOUSTON, TX 77002(713) 535-7675
TO LOCATE UNDERGROUND UTILITIES OR BURIED CABLES:LONE STAR NOTIFICATION CENTER  (713) 223-4567TEXAS ONE CALL     1-800-245-4545
TO LOCATE A LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT:AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS-GULF COAST CHAPTER(713) 787-0719http://asla.org/nonmembers/sewin.cfm
TO LOCATE A LICENSED IRRIGATOR:HOUSTON GULF COAST IRRIGATION ASSOCIATIONP.O. BOX 19511(281) 983-0112http://www.hgcia.org/
INFORMATION ON PLANTS:TEXAS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION HARRIS COUNTY(URBAN PROGRAM)#2 ABERCROMBIE DRIVE, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77084(281) 855-5600http://harristaex.tamu.edu/
TEXAS A&M HORTICULTURAL PROGRAMhttp://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/tamuhort.html
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FOR TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE AND I NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG TR EE
PLANTI NG:
TEXAS FOREST SERVICE, THE TEXAS A&M UNI VERSI TY SYSTEM
713-688-8931
ht tp: / / txforestservice.tam u.edu/

TREES FOR HOUSTON
P.O. BOX 130096 HOUSTON, TX 77219-0096
713-840-8733
ht tp: / / www.t reesforhouston.org/

FOR SOI L TESTI NG PACKET: ($10 FEE)
TEXAS COOPERATI VE EXTENSI ON HARRI S COUNTY
(MASTER GARDNER PROGRAM)
# 2 ABERCROMBI E DRI VE, HOUSTON, TX 77084
281-855-5600
ht tp: / / www.harr is- tx.tam u.edu

FOR I NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG HOW  TO PARTI CI PATE I N  THE 
KEEP HOUSTON BEAUTI FUL PROUD PARTNERS AW ARD, VOLUNTE ER
ORI ENTATI ON AND SUPERVI SI ON TI PS, W AI VERS, SAMPLE W ORKDAY
PLANNI NG CHART AND AGENDA AND FOR PROBATI ONERS TO HELP  W I TH 
PHYSI CAL LABOR:
KEEP HOUSTON BEAUTI FUL, I NC.
5909 WEST LOOP SOUTH SUI TE 670
P.O. BOX 460648 HOUSTON, TX 77056-8648
713-839-8855
ht tp: / / www.houstonbeaut iful.org/




