




Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

Mike Anderson – Owner 

4623 Oak Ridge Street, Houston TX 77009 

 

Description of Alteration 

 

Alteration Proposed:  Remove wooden chimney frame from north side of house 

 

Owner would like to remove the wooden box chimney encasing on the north side of house.  Important to note 

that there is no brick chimney behind this framed structure. This house was re-modeled in 1995 and current 

owner purchased in 2005. Owner does not believe fireplace or existing chimney structure was original to the 

house, which was built in 1930.    

After removing the wooden chimney structure, Owner would re-build a 6’ high bump-out to accommodate the 

interior fireplace structure, which owner plans on leaving intact for aesthetic purposes only – to avoid costly 

remodeling inside the house.  Siding of the bump-out would be current lap siding or any siding the HAHC 

recommends or requires.   

The wooden chimney was re-sided in 2008 after Hurricane Ike.  This type of structure does not hold up to the 

weather of Houston, as water runs down the side causing rot and potential hidden damage to the house.  

Also, the design of the chimney does not allow for a continuous gutter to run the entire length of the house.  

After chimney structure is removed and rebuilt to the 6’ high bump-out, Owner plans on installing a wooden 6’ 

wooden gate for security and ensure limited visibility from the street. 

Owner asks for this consideration for house aesthetics, stopping further rot and allowing for the installation of 

new gutters to improve water removal from north side of house.   

Pictures of the current chimney are included in this application. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Respectfully, 

Mike Anderson 

  



 

Mike Anderson – 4623 Oak Ridge Street, Houston TX 77009 

  

Side of house.   

 

 

After chimney is removed, the house 

would have a more appealing roofline and 

allow for gutters to be installed the entire 

length of the home.  Current chimney 

structure does not shed water well and 

will soon have significant rot to deal with, 

resulting in costly repairs.   



 

Rot common to this type of chimney structure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Siding and trim rots due to water 

streaming down all sides of 

chimney.     



View looking East from back of house.  Black dashed line represents proposed “bump-out” to 

accommodate fireplace.  Fireplace would be considered non-working and gas-line removed if 

necessary.  

Height would be approximately 6’ height and bump out approximately 18-24”.   

 

Figure 1 

  

  



 

Appraisal sketch from 2005.  Fireplace dims lower right corner.   

 





 

Norhi l l  Ne ighborhood Assoc iat ion     Post  Of f ice  Box 30021     Houston,  Texas  77 249 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

February 5, 2016 
 
 
 
ANDERSON MICHAEL G 
4623 OAK RIDGE ST 
HOUSTON TX 77009-4422 
 

 
Re: Proposed chimney removal at 4623 Oak Ridge St 
 
 
Dear Mike, 
 
 
Your request for approval of the above referenced project was recently considered by the NNA 
Board.   Eleven of the twelve board members were present. The board members voted to approve 
your application. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
NNA Board 
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