
 



 





Proposal for 2006 Decatur Street - The Benjamin Riesner Tenant House 

 

The Benjamin Riesner Tenant House was built prior to 1886 and architectural evidence along with early 

Sanborn Maps demonstrate the house to have started as a five bay center hall cottage with an applied 

front porch that originally faced Decatur Street.  Between the years of 1907 and 1924 the double lot 

where the house stood on was subdivided and the house rotated 90 degrees to face the west, with its 

original rear wing dismantled, likely to create space for a driveway.   After the relocation the house was 

expanded with salvaged materials, possibly from the original rear wing, to create a new front entry 

section.  As a result, the house took on a much later appearance that exhibits characteristics that are 

atypical of the Old Sixth Ward Historic District, and of its original character.  As part of the relocation, 

the original front door was removed and the window to the left of it was removed to accommodate the 

relocation of an interior wall to create a larger kitchen.  The windows on the original east wall, currently 

the street facade with the gable, were replaced with smaller ones. 

We are requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to have the house rotated 90 degrees back to its 

original placement facing Decatur Street, to have its former front façade restored to its five bay center 

hall appearance, and to build an applied front porch.  This will return the pre-1886 core of house to its 

original footprint according to the 1907 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map. The restored appearance will make 

the house more typical of the Old Sixth Ward Historic District’s historic housing stock since there are 

currently at least 10 extant examples of five bay center hall cottages.  They all were built between 1880 

and 1896, with the majority built in the mid 1880’s. We propose to recreate the front door to honor the 

house’s pre-Victorian origin with a transom, sidelights, and a salvaged entry door of the same vintage.   

We also propose to replace the windows on the original east wall (currently the street façade) with 

larger ones to match the ones on the other two sides.  As part of the relocation, the house will be placed 

on a 27” high foundation, typical of other houses in the Old Sixth Ward Historic District of the same 

vintage, and to use reclaimed bricks for the piers.  

Since there are no historic photographs of the house in its historic configuration/appearance, we are 

basing the design of the new front porch on other five bay center hall cottages in the Old Sixth Ward 

built within the same decade.  This means the porch will have four chamfered square columns with a jig-

sawn spandrel with Eastlake style motif and Carpenter Gothic style brackets.  The balustrade will also 

have jig-sawn slats with a design that complements the brackets and spandrel. 

The only non-original alterations we propose to do are to enclose the existing front porch, which is a 

post-relocation alteration and the roof is in extremely deteriorated condition, and to enclose the rear 

inset porch in order to create a new bathroom.  A new porch will be built to the rear of the house to 

function as the service porch, and will mimic the front porch in appearance sans the ornamentation.  

The other non-original alteration is to remove the post-Victorian pent roof on the gabled section of the 

existing street façade (south elevation) after the relocation to return it to its pre-Victorian appearance, 

and to match the opposite gable wall.  

The attic louvers on both ends of the gable were originally windows and we proposed to re-install 

reclaimed wood single-hung 6/6 windows to match the ones on the ground level.   

 



Proposed Street Façade after Relocation and Restoration.  

 

 



1896 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing original house at original placement  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1907 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing original house at original placement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1924 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing relocated house 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1951 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing relocated house 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Existing Survey showing current placement of House  
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Survey of lot showing position of relocated house (existing garage to remain).  

 

 



Existing west elevation, formerly street facing façade, prior to relocation/restoration.  

 



Existing street façade, pre-relocation/restoration  

 



East Facade, post-relocation/restoration 

 



Existing east façade, pre-relocation/restoration 

 



Rear façade, post-relocation/restoration 

 



History of 2006 Decatur – The Benjamin A. Riesner Tenant House 

Architectural evidence combined with early Sanborn Fire Insurance maps show that the house was built 
prior to 1886 as a five bay center hall with an applied front porch that faced the street.  Early deed 
records show that Lot 5, Block 418 Baker NSBB was part of Benjamin A. Riesner’s original homestead 
that encompassed four lots, which he purchased from Ernst Atgelt, a prominent San Antonio real estate 
developer, in 1878.   Mr. Riesner started his storied career as a blacksmith and wagon maker, who after 
being acquitted in a murder, started his foray into politics as the alderman of Fourth Ward North, as the 
Old Sixth Ward was originally known, before expanding into the national scene as the Chair of the 
National Selective Draft Board for World War I.  He was instrumental in the creation of the Sixth Ward as 
its own ward after separating it from the Fourth Ward.  Mr. Riesner grew to become one of the city’s 
leading industrialists, owning a very successful structural steel company that contributed steel to the 
construction of many early buildings in downtown Houston and several bridges, including the Sabine 
Street Bridge. He also served as the chief of the Houston Fire Department and was responsible for the 
establishment of the Sixth Ward Fire Station to serve his beloved neighborhood.  Riesner Street is 
named after him. 

A native of Brazoria, Mr. Riesner’s personal residence was at 7 Union Street, now known today as 2007 
Union.  His house was demolished in the 1980’s to make way for a parking lot that exists there today.  

The earliest city directory listing at 2006 Decatur was in 1886 under Malcolm Lindsey.  Mr. Lindsey was 
Mr. Riesner’s brother in law, whose wife, Mary was Sophia Riesner’s sister.  The Lindsey moved to 
Houston from Marshall, Texas, after Mr. Riesner found employment for Malcolm at his factory.  It is 
believed that Mr. Riesner also had the house built for the Lindseys since the lot remained under his 
name. 

Mr. Lindsey did not live at 2006 Decatur very long, for he was killed on August 12, 1887 by Mr. Riesner 
during a scuffle.  Apparently Mr. Lindsey started drinking and behaving irrationally after sustaining 
injuries in a railroad accident near Palestine few months earlier.  One evening, he walked out through 
his backyard to Mr. Riesner’s rear porch in search of his estranged wife who had moved in with the 
Riesners.  A brawl ensued, and Mr. Lindsey was shot in the back.  He limped back towards his house 
where he died few hours later.  A neighbor who lived next door witnessed the incident testified that Mr. 
Riesner was acting in self-defense, which resulted in his acquittal.   The trial garnered city wide attention 
and streetcars full of curiosity-seekers traveled down Washington to the backyard of 2006 Decatur to 
gawk at the site of the murder, where blood stains remained in the dirt.  

After Mr. Lindsey’s murder, his widow moved away and the Riesner family leased 2006 Decatur to a 
succession of tenants until selling it to Jacob H. and Beatrice Bammel along with the lot next door at 
2004 Decatur (Lot 6) on December 23, 1906 for $3000.  Mr. Bammel was an executive with the railroad 
and his wife, Beatrice, was the daughter of the wealthy Hearne family who founded the town of Hearne, 
Texas.    
 
It is believed that the Bammels had the house rotated on the lot so they could subdivide the double lot 
to allow room for their new home at 2004 Decatur, which exists to this day, and to create a driveway to 
serve the tenants.  Like the Riesners, the Bammels continued to use 2006 Decatur as tenant housing. 

Jesse Serena, a native of Mexico who immigrated to the States as an infant to reach adulthood at 1918 
Center Street, purchased the house in 1946 after returning from World War II.  A metalworker by 
profession, he was one of the founders of the Houston chapter of LULAC.  He died in 1976 and his family 
continued to reside the house until selling it in as an estate in 2013.   




