
Office of Real Estate Services 

5000 Gulf Freeway, Building 1, Room 110 
Houston, TX 77023 

713-743-8320

MEMORANDUM

TO: Jim McShan

FROM: Jason Trippier

COPIES: Emily Messa

DATE: March 2, 2016

SUBJECT:  Wortham House: Certificate of Appropriateness, Application Form: City of Houston 
Planning & Development Department
______________________________________________________________________________

The attached application requires the signature of the Owner of the Wortham House, 1505 South 
Boulevard, Houston, TX 77006.  The application form is being submitted as part of the 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the City of Houston Planning & Development Department by 
Alan Stilts with PBK Architects due to the historic nature of the Wortham House.  The 
Chancellor has been briefed on this work and has approved the sample window.

This project is to include the removal and replacement of all exterior doors and windows of the 
main house and the carriage house, which have single pane glass, with similar style solid wood 
windows and doors with insulated glass. Additionally, repairs will be made to the front canopy 
cornice wood molding, patching and repair of stucco cracking and bubbling on the exterior walls, 
and the repainting of the entire exterior surfaces. The scope also includes the removal of a 
mosquito spray system around the cornices and roofs. 

In order to keep the good wood exterior and interior frames at the windows and doors with their 
current detailing and not undermine the interior trim, finishes and wood shutters the new 
windows are proposed to be installed in the existing openings after the existing sashes are 
removed allowing for a quicker replacement and minimizing any damage to the exterior and 
interior trim and minimal construction workers within the residence.

This project will improve the safety, security and energy efficiency of the Wortham House 
structure.

 JT
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11 Greenway Plaza, 22nd Floor  \\  Houston, Texas 77046  \\  P 713-965-0608  \\  F 713-961-4571  \\  PBK.com 

Date: March 1, 2016 

To: City of Houston Planning & Development Department 

From: Alan Stilts 

Subject: University of Houston 
Wortham House 
1505 South Boulevard 
Houston, TX 77006 

Property Description 
The Wortham House was constructed in 1927. Shortly after the original owners, the Sterling family, moved into the Italian 
Renaissance-style residence, a fire occurred and caused damage to the second and third floors. The residence was 
donated to the Houston Museum of Fine Arts in 1948 before it was placed on the market and sold to Gus and Lyndall 
Wortham in 1950. Wanting a more grand style, the Worthams then changed the style of the residence from the original 
Mediterranean to a more English Regency and added the canopy and columns and the front façade. After the completion 
of the renovations in 1951, a gas explosion occurred and caused a fire damaged the house to the point where the home 
was almost completely re-constructed. The home was gifted to the University of Houston System in 1980 to be used as the 
residence for the president of the university. Other renovation projects have since occurred, including the restoration of the 
home’s interior to the original Mediterranean style in 1990. Extensive repairs have also included work and upgrades to the 
mechanical system. There are still some thermal issues with home’s thermal envelope including the currently non-
operable single pane windows. 

Proposed Scope of Work 
This project is to include the removal and replacement of all exterior doors and windows of the main house and the 
carriage house, which have single pane glass, with similar style solid wood windows and doors with insulated glass, 
repairs to the front canopy cornice wood molding, patching and repair of stucco cracking and bubbling on the exterior 
walls, and the repainting of the entire exterior surfaces. The scope also includes the removal of a mosquito spray system 
around the cornices and roofs. In order to keep the good wood frames at the windows and doors with their detailing, not to 
undermine the interior trim, finishes and wood shutters, and to keep the security for the University President and her 
family, the new windows are proposed to be installed in the existing openings after the existing sashes are removed 
allowing for a quicker replacement and minimizing any damage to the interior trim and minimal construction workers within 
the residence. 

Current Building Material Conditions 
The existing windows and doors are solid wood with a single pane of glass and are not providing the thermal comfort and 
efficiency to the residence. There are several wood thresholds at non-covered doors that are rotted and are to be replaced 
in kind. The majority of the double hung windows are painted shut and are non-functional. The existing stucco has several 
locations with large cracks and bubbling where moisture has gotten behind the top coat. 

Proposed Materials 
All proposed windows and doors are to be painted solid wood frames with 5/8” insulated glazing and are to match the 
current layouts in regards to mullion patterning and no screens. The hardware on the windows is to be replaced with new 
for better seals and functionality, but the doors are to have the existing hardware re-used. Currently, the main front door 
with side lites is different than all other fenestration as the lites are broken into three sections and have bevel edge glass. It 
is proposed to change this door to match all other windows and doors to have full unbroken lites. The current screens on 
the carriage house are to be removed and not replaced. Currently the main residence does not have mullions within the 
windows or doors, but the carriage house does. It is proposed to replace all of the windows alike without mullions. The 
carriage house also has insect screens on the windows and the proposal is to remove these and not re-install any screens. 
The stucco repairs are to be made to match the current texture of the exterior. All wood repairs will be to match the 
existing profiles and the painting is to match the current colors. 



Photographs 

 
Front Elevation – North Façade (Main Residence) 

        
Front Façade – Northeast Corner           Front Façade- North   Front Façade - North 



            
Front Façade – North                                  Front Façade – Northwest Corner 
 

             
East Façade – South East Corner             East Façade        East Façade – Northeast Corner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



              
Rear Façade – Southwest Corner              Rear Façade – South       Rear Façade – South  
 

             
Rear Façade – South Rear Façade – South Rear Façade – Southeast Corner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
West Façade – Northwest Corner West Façade West Façade – Southwest Corner 
 

            
Carriage House – West Façade   Carriage House – North Façade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Carriage House – Southeast Carriage House – Southwest Carriage House – East Façade 
 

  
Repairs needed at Front Canopy Cornice   Repairs needed at Front Canopy Cornice 
 

  
Typical Double Hung Window Double Hung Window Frame & Sill 
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