City of Houston, Texas, Ordinance No. 2020-

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE “MORE SPACE: MAIN STREET” PILOT
PROGRAM AUTHORIZING THE CLOSURE AND USE OF PORTIONS OF THE RIGHT
OF WAY OF MAIN STREET, AND SUSPENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE CODE
OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON TO FACILITATE THE SALE OR
PROVISION OF FOOD AND BEVERAGES OUTDOORS ON PUBLIC SIDEWALKS BY
RESTAURANTS AND BARS; AMENDING SECTION 40-10.1, SIDEWALK CAFES, TO
ADD DEFINITION OF RECLAIMED PEDESTRIAN AREA AND APPLY ITS
PROVISIONS TO THIS PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS RELATED
TO THE SUBJECT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic is causing unparalleled economic damage to
Houston’s restaurant community and beverage industry; and

WHEREAS, in response to the pandemic, Governor Greg Abbott, the City of Houston and
Harris County issued a series of orders (collectively “Orders”) some of which temporarily closed
non-essential businesses, established social distancing guidelines, limited attendance for some
public gatherings, and restricted occupancy in certain businesses, including restaurants; and

WHEREAS, these Orders are necessary and were designed to protect the public health,
safety and welfare, and are intended to keep infection rates in Houston and Harris County from
spiking and overwhelming area hospitals and the health care system; and

WHEREAS, restaurants and bars may have received support from various sources and
programs to assist them and their employees withstand the shock of these prolonged closures; and

WHEREAS, City Council finds that innovative measures at the local level will provide

additional support and options for Houston’s restaurants and bars; andi
\
WHEREAS, many of Houston’s restaurants and bars have taifen an enormous economic

hit from the pandemic crisis; many employees have been laid off, an{i some restaurants and bars

are on the brink of permanent closure; and



WHEREAS, State directives allow restaurants to open at partial capacity to serve
customers; and

WHEREAS, recently issued State directives allow bars to reopen at partial capacity, either
by being reclassified as restaurants, or upon the issuance of an order by the County Judge allowing
them to operate; and

WHEREAS, Council adopted the More Space Program as a pilot program to allow
restaurants to utilize private parking areas for tables and serving areas, by Ordinance No. 2020-
688; and

WHEREAS, restaurants in downtown Houston, specifically along Main Street, have no
such private parking areas to expand into due to the development patterns of downtown so the
More Space Program as written is not usable; and

WHEREAS, features such as businesses at sidewalk level, METRO’s light rail line
bisecting the street, and lack of dedicated off-street parking along the Main Street corridor require
a tailored approach; and

WHEREAS, the “More Space: Main Street Program” is a pilot program developed and
designed to improve access to available outdoor space by allowing the use of portions of Main
Street right-of-way, which will be closed off to traffic and reclaimed as pedestrian area, so that
restaurants that have business addresses along Main Street may accommodate customers within
that area. This will allow restaurants, and bars once they are allowed to open, to operate at greater
capacity, while they continue to comply with safety directives and social distancing measures to
protect employees and customers; and

WHEREAS, the More Space: Main Street Program will allow the City to test the re-use

of public space for active land use by pedestrians; and



WHEREAS, the City of Houston Planning and Development Department has coordinated
this program extensively with multiple City of Houston Departments including the Houston Fire
Department, Health Department, Houston Public Works, the Houston Downtown Management
District, and METRO to ensure public safety; and

WHEREAS, the closing of portions of Main Street from vehicular traffic, to allow for
tables and seating for service will boost the local economy, and match best practices for
placemaking strategies to create pedestrian-friendly activity; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the suspension or modification of certain
provisions of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Houston, as set forth herein, reasonably protect
the public health, safety and welfare and such suspension or modification will further the goals of
the More Space: Main Street Program; and

WHEREAS, the City Council affirms that this program does not vacate or abandon or
permanently close any portion of Main Sfreet, and that participants acquire no expectation of
continued use of Main Street, and that the program may be terminated without notice should the
public necessity and convenience or public safety require it; and

WHEREAS, City Council finds that designating such closed street area for “reclaimed
pedestrian use” will make the area usable for eating and drinking, it is designed to comply with
TABC rules on issuance of alcohol permits, and allow the application of the City’s Sidewalk Café
Ordinance, Sec. 40-10.1 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Houston, to a broader area; and

WHEREAS, City Council recognizes that a variety of downtown businesses, in addition
to restaurants and bars, are also suffering the impact of economic downturn resulting from the

pandemic, for whom operating outdoors may be challenging or may not provide the benefit that



would make such operations financially rewarding, but will continue to study these and others if
this program is continued or expanded; and

WHEREAS, City Council finds that the purpose of this program is to assess the program,
determine what works and does not work, and better understand the level of community interest
in the program. Restaurants and bars fronting on Main Street, with clearly established seating
areas, socially distanced, and personal protective equipment guidelines, provide an excellent
opportunity to test this program; and

WHEREAS, thriving local businesses of all types are vital to Houston’s economic and
community well-being, and City Council is committed to seeking out and employing innovative
measures that increase resiliency for small business owners and their employees. As the More
Space: Main Street Program moves forward, City Council may consider expanding the types of
businesses that may participate in the pilot program; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON,
TEXAS:

Section 1. That the findings contained in the preamble of this Ordinance are determined

to be true and correct and are hereby adopted as part of this Ordinance.

Section 2. That this Ordinance hereby creates the More Space: Main Street Program
as set forth below, which will allow restaurants, and bars once authorized by the Governor, Harris
County Judge, or Mayor, to access certain portions of Main Street right-of-way being reclaimed
as pedestrian areas for serving food and beverages (serving only, not food preparation or storage),
provided that in the additional space of the reclaimed pedestrian area, all patrons, restaurant and
bar management and owners, and employees must comply with all other applicable laws,

regulations, permits, and orders of government officials, including the then-current COVID-19






