




















































































To	Whom	It	May	Concern,	

	

I	write	to	support	and	oppose	requested	amendments	by	Harris	County	to	the	City	of	Houston’s	Major	
Freeway	and	Thoroughfare	Plan	(MFTP).	

Traffic	Calming	

Katy	 Prairie	 Conservancy	 opposes	 any	 designated	 major	 thoroughfare	 through	 its	 preserves	 and	
requests	 instead	 that	 any	 proposed	 roadway	 remaining	 after	 the	 deletion	 of	 multiple	 roads	 be	
downgraded	 to	 a	 minor	 collector	 to	 ensure	 slow	 speeds	 and	 minimal	 right-of-way	 requirements.		
Current	traffic	counts	as	well	as	traffic	counts	from	Harris	County’s	Draft	Study	support	this	downgrade	
request.	 	For	example,	 the	2011	24-hour	 traffic	count	on	Sharp	Road	within	our	preserves	collected	a	
total	of	10	cars	in	comparison	to	the	3000	to	5600	cars	found	approximately	3	miles	south	along	FM	529	
during	the	same	time	period.		This	example	showcases	how	the	placement	of	select	roads,	like	FM	529,	
can	provide	the	“thoroughfare”	and	“speed”	needs	 for	commuters	without	 forcing	those	cars	 through	
our	protected	lands.			

Park	Roads	Should	Be	Separately	Classified	

Katy	Prairie	Conservancy	asks	 that	 the	Planning	Commission,	 in	connection	with	 its	decision	regarding	
Harris	 County’s	 amendment	 requests	 to	 delete	 multiple	 roads,	 examine	 whether	 a	 new	 more	
appropriate	 classification	 can	 be	 adopted	 for	 park	 roads	 in	 line	 with	 the	 National	 Park	 Services	 Park	
Roads	standards	adopted	in	1984.		As	stipulated	for	our	national	parks:	

The	purpose	of	park	roads	remains	 in	sharp	contrast	to	that	of	the	Federal	and	State	Highway	
systems.	 	Park	roads	are	not	 intended	to	provide	 fast	and	convenient	 transportation;	 they	are	
intended	 to	 enhance	 visitor	 experience	while	 providing	 safe	 and	 efficient	 accommodations	 of	
park	 visitors	 and	 to	 serve	 essential	 management	 access	 needs.	 	 They	 are	 not,	 therefore,	
intended	nor	designed	as	continuations	of	the	State	and	Federal	highway	network.		Nor	should	
they	be	designed	or	designated	to	serve	as	connecting	links	to	those	systems.		And	within	parks,	
no	 road	or	other	 circulation	 system	should	be	planned	or	designed	merely	as	a	device	 to	 link	
points	of	interest.1			

By	recognizing	that	protected	lands—whether	they	be	our	conservation	easements,	John	Paul’s	Landing	
Park,	 or	 Addicks	 Reservoir—are	 designed	 to	 enhance	 the	 community	 in	 other	 ways	 than	 a	 planned	
roadway	 system,	 the	 Planning	 Commission	 will	 be	 better	 able	 to	 ensure	 its	 preserved	 roadway	
alignments	work	with	 existing	 quality	 of	 life	 improvements	 in	 the	 region.	 	 Indeed,	 this	 is	 particularly	
important	 as	 the	 Planning	 Commission	 should	 work	 in	 connection	 with	 Harris	 County	 Flood	 Control	
District	to	ensure	that	roadways	are	never	suggested	in	areas	where	major	detention	needs	are	outlined	
in	 existing	 plans.	 	 This	 is	 particularly	 true	 here	 as	Harris	 County’s	 study	 references	 the	 Cypress	 Creek	
Overflow	project	and	uses	stormwater	detention	needs	for	presumed	development	as	support	 for	the	
deletion	 of	 numerous	 roads.	 	 Our	 preserves	 enhance	 this	 region	 tremendously	 and	 provide	 real	
																																																													
1	Park	Road	Standards,	National	Park	Service	1984,	retrieved	from	
https://flh.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/design/library/park-road-std.pdf.	

	



economic	 value	 in	 the	 triple	 bottom	 line2	 by	 enhancing	 flood	 mitigation,	 providing	 recreation	 and	
natural	 areas,	 and	 preserving	 culturally	 significant	 agricultural	 lands.	 	 As	 the	 Planning	 Commission	
reviews	these	requests	to	delete	roads	in	and	around	natural	and	preserved	areas,	it	has	an	opportunity	
to	enhance	 the	 region’s	quality	of	 life.	 	A	new	classification	 for	 roads	 through	parks	and	conservation	
easements	would	allow	the	Commission	to	better	account	for	these	beneficial	uses.		

East-West	Mobility	

Currently,	the	Grand	Parkway	will	have	an	interchange	at	West	Road;	and	the	MFTP	shows	West	Road	
connecting	to	Katy	Hockley	Road	to	travel	north,	and	then	to	Sharp	Road	to	connect	further	west.	 	By	
making	this	connection,	including	the	turns,	the	City	of	Houston	provides	for	mobility	but	in	a	way	that	
enhances	traffic	calming	measures	(and	lower	speeds).		Katy	Prairie	Conservancy	supports	this	east-west	
connection.	

Similarly,	the	Grand	Parkway	will	have	an	interchange	at	Tuckerton.		Katy	Prairie	Conservancy	opposes	
applicant	Bridgeland’s	request	to	realign	that	road	so	that	the	proposed	diagonal	realignment	across	our	
properties	would	have	been	 supported.	 	 At	 this	 time,	Harris	 County	has	 amended	 its	 request	 for	 this	
diagonal	 proposed	 roadway	 (and	 deleted	 its	 request	 for	 this	 realignment);	 regardless,	 Katy	 Prairie	
Conservancy	opposes	Bridgeland’s	proposed	 realignment	of	Tuckerton	 that	would	only	 force	different	
and	 detrimental	 mobility	 decisions	 onto	 our	 lands.	 	 Katy	 Prairie	 Conservancy	 supports,	 however,	
enhancing	 Katy-Hockley	 to	 provide	 for	 north-south	 traffic	 as	 envisioned;	 Katy	 Prairie	 Conservancy	
believes	by	enhancing	north-south	mobility	 the	City	and	County	could	still	meet	the	mobility	needs	of	
east-west	 travelers	 with	 existing	 roadways.	 	 This	 is	 demonstrated,	 for	 example,	 when	 Katy-Hockley	
connects	 to	 Jack	 Road	which	 then	 connects	 to	Warren	 Ranch	 Road,	 again	 providing	 a	 traffic	 calming	
measure	but	ensuring	mobility	for	those	that	need	to	get	east-west.		Once	on	Warren	Ranch	road,	traffic	
can	flow	to	Betka,	a	major	thoroughfare.			

In	particular,	Katy	Prairie	Conservancy	supports	deletion	of	 the	 following	 road	segments	 identified	by	
2016	IDs	from	the	County’s	draft	plan	for	deletion:	

New	2016	ID	 Street	 Street	Segment	
4	 Badtke	Rd	 FM	2920	to	Waller	County	line	
14	 Binford	Rd	 Mound	Rd	to	Jack	Rd/Waller	Rd	
15	 Kermier	Rd	 Mound	Rd	to	West	Rd	
16	 Smalley	Rd	 Binford	Rd	to	Kickapoo	Rd	
17	 Smalley	Rd	 Kickapoo	Rd	to	Warren	Ranch	Rd	
18	 Warren	Ranch	Rd/Pitts	Rd	 Jack	Rd	to	Longenbaugh	Rd	
20	 Badtke	Rd	 Mound	Rd	to	West	Rd	
21	 Louetta	Rd	 Badtke	Rd	to	Katy-Hockley	Rd	
24	 Unnamed	 Binford	Rd	to	Kermier	Rd	(deletion)	
26	 Hebert	Rd	 Hebert	Rd	to	Katy-Hockley	Rd	
27	 Sharp	Rd	 Tuckerton	Rd/Sharp	Rd	to	West	Rd	(see	50)	
48	 Schlipf	Rd	 Sharp	Rd	to	Hebert	Rd	
	

																																																													
2	The	triple	bottom	line	is	an	accounting	metric	that	includes	examination	of	social,	environmental,	and	financial	
metrics	to	create	greater	and	more	sustainable	financial	success.		A	definition	can	be	found	here:		
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triple_bottom_line.	



Katy	 Prairie	 Conservancy	 also	 opposes	 the	 following	 amendments	 because	 they	 would	 require	 a	
realignment	that	would	promote	increased	fragmentation	of	our	preserves:	

New	2016	ID	 Street	 Street	Segment	
23	 Jack	Rd	 Binford	Rd	to	Kermier	Rd	(realignment)	
25	 unnamed	road	 Kermier	Rd	to	Katy-Hockley	(realignment)		
29	 Jack	Rd	 Grand	 Parkway	 to	 Katy-Hockley	 Rd;	 (delete	 Jack	 Rd	 from	

Kermier	Rd	to	Waller	County	line)	
30		 Louetta	Rd	to	Jack	Rd	 	
	

Population	Estimates	to	Acreage	Estimates	Appear	Overestimated		

The	Harris	County	Draft	Study	may	overestimate	the	amount	of	acreage	available	for	development	but	
supports	 the	 Houston-Galveston	 Area	 Council’s	 (H-GAC)	 forecast	 that	 projects	 some	 of	 the	 slowest	
growth	in	this	region.3		

Katy	Prairie	Conservancy	asks	for	the	model	used	to	figure	the	“acres	available	for	development”	found	
at	page	15	of	the	report	be	disregarded	because	it	appears	to	use	inflated	population	projections	for	this	
quadrant	over	the	population	estimates	provided	in	the	H-GAC	regional	growth	forecast.	The	northwest	
quadrant,	 according	 to	 H-GAC,	 saw	 its	 largest	 growth	 from	 1980-1990	 and	 has	 since	 been	 on	 steady	
decline.	In	fact,	this	area	had	the	second	smallest	growth	rate	for	the	entire	region	from	2010	to	2020	
according	to	the	Regional	Growth	Forecast.4		This	is	in	part	affirmed	by	Harris	County’s	proposed	growth	
forecast	that	envisions	the	immediate	area	surrounding	the	Katy	Prairie	Conservancy	preserve	system	to	
have	the	 least	amount	of	acreage	available	for	development.	 	Yet,	 these	projections	for	 land	available	
still	 seem	 to	 assume	 higher	 population	 densities	 surrounding	 our	 property	 on	 all	 sides	 and	 thus,	 are	
purported	to	justify	the	County’s	request	for	additional	access	around	the	properties.		These	projections	
do	not	appear	substantiated	by	H-GAC’s	maps	showing	growth	in	the	region,	since	most	of	the	pressure	
on	our	preserve	system	is	coming	from	the	east	and	population	growth	north	of	the	290.			

Flooding	

This	 plan	 should	 take	 into	 consideration	 Houston’s	 major	 flooding	 problem,	 and	 how	 that	 problem	
increases	 as	 unwise	 development	 and	 inadequate	 mitigation	 is	 created	 by	 the	 patchwork	 of	
governmental	entities	charged	with	responsibility	for	small	pieces	of	the	overall	puzzle.		The	draft	study	
recognizes	the	area	of	concern	when	it	states:	

“Cypress	Creek	and	the	Cypress	Creek	Overflow	present	a	great	challenge	to	connectivity	due	to	
the	 cost	 associated	with	 bridge	 construction,	 which	would	 ultimately	 be	 the	 responsibility	 of	
Harris	County.”	

But	 it’s	 not	 just	 bridge	 construction.	 	 Cypress	 Creek’s	 flooding	 and	 the	 overflow	 from	 historical	
developments	will	continue	to	limit	development	in	this	region.		Katy	Prairie	Conservancy	lands	will	also	
limit	that	development.	

																																																													
3	H-GAC’s	summary	maps	for	its	regional	growth	forecasts	are	available	here:		http://www.h-
gac.com/community/socioeconomic/documents/Current_Maps_and_Tables.pdf			
4	Id.	at	page	3	of	21	showing	Household	Population	Growth	Rate	Percentage.	



This	 is	particularly	 important	as	 it	showcases	why	Jack	Road	west	should	not	be	preserved	but	 instead	
deleted	and	not	realigned	as	requested	by	Harris	County	(New	2016	ID	23).	First,	as	Harris	County’s	own	
study	shows,	the	current	alignment	has	major	physical	constraints	caused	by	the	floodway/floodplain	of	
Mound	Creek.	 	 Second,	 the	 continuation	of	 Jack	Road	west	 past	Warren	Ranch	Road	will	 impact	 two	
streams	 that	 were	 restored/improved	 as	 part	 of	 KPC's	 stream	 mitigation	 project.	 Building	 this	 road	
would	require	significant	replacement	of	mitigation	credits	and	construction	of	two	bridges	to	span	the	
stream—the	 very	 reason	 why	 Harris	 County	 has	 sought	 deletion	 of	 other	 roads	 in	 the	
floodplain/floodway.	 	 Likewise,	 as	 discussed,	 east-west	 mobility	 is	 preserved	 through	 the	 existing	
connections	 from	 Jack	 Road	 to	 Warren	 Ranch	 Road	 north	 to	 Betka,	 already	 designated	 a	 major	
thoroughfare.		If	mobility	is	driving	these	proposed	amendments,	then	the	Planning	Commission	should	
take	into	account	the	existing	physical	constraints	caused	by	flooding	in	this	area	and	ensure	east-west	
mobility	by	utilizing	existing	traffic	calming	“bends	and	turns”	through	our	preserves.			

Trails	

Katy	Prairie	Conservancy	appreciates	the	County’s	adoption	of	the	proposed	trail	system	envisioned	by	
the	West	Houston	Association;	but	this	proposed	system	has	no	connection	with	the	plan,	nor	has	the	
Katy	Prairie	Conservancy	been	approached	about	allowing	secondary	trails	through	our	lands.		Likewise,	
we	 strongly	 oppose	 any	 route	 –	 whether	 for	 cars,	 bikes	 or	 trucks	 --	 along	 the	 proposed	 but	 yet	
unstudied	or	approved	36A	in	Waller	County.		

Conclusion	

The	preservation	of	the	Katy	Prairie	is	critical	to	the	region	for	the	benefit	of	the	land’s	wildlife	and	for	
the	people	of	the	region	whose	lives	the	prairie	touches.	While	we	understand	the	need	to	ensure	east-
west	 and	north-south	mobility,	we	believe	 that	 the	 recommendations	we	have	made	 throughout	 this	
document	along	with	the	map	that	illustrates	our	recommendations	do	just	that	but	without	irreparably	
harming	the	conservation	values	of	one	of	the	most	extensive	aggregations	of	prairie	conservation	lands	
in	the	state.		
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