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May 25, 2018 
  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Proposed Amendments to the 2017 Major Thoroughfare and Freeway Plan (MTFP) 
 
The City of Houston Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Thursday, July 26, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. 
in the City Hall Annex Chambers, Public Level, 900 Bagby Street, Houston, Texas, 77002.  The purpose of 
the Public Hearing is to allow interested citizens to be heard concerning proposed changes to the 2017 Major 
Thoroughfare and Freeway Plan (MTFP).  The MTFP identifies right-of-way needs and proposes roadway 
alignments within the city limits of Houston and its Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ).  The MTFP does not initiate 
the timing of right-of-way acquisition or construction activities related to the roadways. 
 
Information on each proposed amendment will be available for public review at an open house to be held on 
Wednesday, June 13, 2018 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the United Way Community Resource Center, 
50 Waugh Drive, Houston, Texas, 77007.  The applicants and Planning and Development Department (P&D) 
personnel will be available at the open house to answer questions.  
 
This notification package - which includes this letter, information about the specific amendments which may be 
of interest to the respective property owner, and some frequently asked questions - has been mailed to property 
owners and registered civic associations adjacent to roadways included in the amendment request.   
 
In addition to making comments at the Public Hearing, written comments may be submitted using the 
online comment form until the comment deadline of July 6, 2018.  All comments, whether written or in-
person, will be considered by the Planning Commission before a final decision is made on each amendment 
request.  Additionally, the Commission will weigh information provided by P&D and other government 
transportation agencies in the Houston region.   
 
Four weeks after the public hearing, on August 23, 2018, staff will present recommendations to the Planning 
Commission. The Planning Commission will vote on each amendment and forward its recommendations to City 
Council by September 1, 2018.  Once an ordinance for the amendments has been adopted by City Council, a 
new MTFP will be published by the City.   
 
More information about the MTFP and proposed amendments are available on the Major Thoroughfare and 
Freeway Plan webpage at www.houstonplanning.com. The information, as well as the online comment form, 
can be found http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/transportation/18_MTFPRequests.html. You may contact the 
Planning & Development Department at 832-393-6660 or email wu.ying@houstontx.gov.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.houstonplanning.com/
http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/transportation/18_MTFPRequests.html
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   2018 Major Thoroughfare and Freeway Plan (MTFP) Amendments 

Frequently Asked Questions 

  
 The City of Houston’s MTFP was first adopted by City Council in 1942. It is a long range plan that provides for a 

system of thoroughfares and collectors to support overall mobility. It does not deal with timing of right-of-way 
acquisition or road construction. The Plan is updated through an annual amendment process. Amendments generally 
delete, add or modify a portion of a planned Thoroughfare or Collector. The Plan will continue to be modified in order 
to meet Houston’s growing transportation needs. 

  
 When the City receives an application to amend the MTFP, staff evaluates the proposed request and studies the 

adjoining area’s major roadway network. The Planning Department (P&D) may identify and evaluate other options in 
the area, other than the one submitted by the applicant. Such options will be presented as alternatives at the Open 
House so that all interested parties are aware of options being considered by P&D and Planning Commission. 

  
 If you have received a notice in the mail from the City, it means that our records show you own property that may be 

located close to or that may be impacted by a proposed amendment to the MTFP. Please read the enclosed report to 
learn more about the proposed amendment that may impact you and your property.  

 
 The MTFP covers not just the major road network within the City limits, but also within the City’s Extra Territorial 

Jurisdiction (ETJ). This allows transportation needs to be addressed on a regional basis. 

  
 First, you can find out more about the amendment request in the following ways:  

• Read the report that was included in the mail out; see other helpful links on our website (see below) 

• Go online to review the application 

 www.houstontx.gov/planning/transportation/18_MTFPRequests.html 

• Attend the public open house to meet with the applicant, talk to City staff & fill out a comment form: 

 Wednesday, June 13th, 5:30-7:30 p.m., United Way Community Resource Center, 50 Waugh Drive, Houston, TX 77007 
(see map on reverse) 

• Contact the Planning Department staff and/or the applicant 
Then, if you would like to make your concerns known to the City you can: 

• Write an email, letter or fax to the City expressing your concerns 

• Attend the public hearing and speak directly to the Planning Commission 

 Thurs. July 26th, 2:30 p.m., City Hall Annex Chambers, 900 Bagby, Houston, TX 77002 (see map on reverse) 

  (see map on reverse) 

 There will be map displays and information about each amendment request.  You can walk around and view the 

information and learn more about the amendment requests that are of interest to you. You will also be able to have 
one-on-one conversation with the applicants and P&D staff. Also, you can learn more about what will happen at the 
public hearing and how you can best express your concerns to the Planning Commission. 

  (see map on reverse) 
 The Planning Commission holds a public hearing to provide an opportunity for concerned citizens to make their views 

known publicly. Comments submitted by July 6th, using the online comment form on the website (refer to instructions 
above to locate the link on the website), will also be taken into account by the Planning Commission in making a 
decision on amendment requests.  Additionally, the Commission will weigh information provided by the P&D staff and 
other government agencies concerned about transportation in our region.  

  
 Four weeks after the public hearing, P&D will present its recommendations to the Planning Commission. The Planning 

Commission will vote on each amendment and forward its recommendations to City Council by September 1, 2018. 
Once an ordinance for the amendments has been adopted by City Council, a new MTFP will be published by the City 
and made available as a reference to other agencies and the public throughout the year. 

 

City of Houston - Planning & Development Department 
Mailing address:  P.O. Box 1562 Houston Texas, 77251-1562 

Physical address:  611 Walker, Houston Texas, 77002 
Phone:  832.393.6660 Fax:  832.393.6661 Email:  mobility.planning@houstontx.gov 

http://www.houstontx.gov
%09www.houstontx.gov/planning/transportation/18_MTFPRequests.html
%09www.houstontx.gov/planning/transportation/18_MTFPRequests.html
file://///Tc02ge2b5/pdgroups/PDDTRANS/MTFP/2014%20MTFPA/Notification_Report_ForPublic/amar.mohite@houstontx.gov


  



Map of Public Open House Location, 
Wednesday, June 13, 2018 (5:30 - 7:30 p.m.) 
 

 
 
Map of Public Hearing Location, 
Thursday, July 26, 2018 (2:30 p.m.) 
 

 
 



2018 Major Thoroughfare and Freeway Plan                                                                                                                               CITY OF HOUSTON  

Amendment Request                                                                                                                                                       PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

          PRELIMINARY REPORT 

 

F: Winfield Street 

APPLICANT: Vernon G. Henry and Associates, Inc. 

LAMBERT: 5663, 5763                                                           PRECINCT: Harris County Pct. 1 
JURISDICTION: Harris County                                               DISTRICT: N/A 
  
PROPOSAL:  
VHA is requesting to delete Major Thoroughfare Winfield Road (T-4-100) between Wilson Road and W. Lake 
Houston Parkway from the Major Thoroughfare and Freeway Plan (MTFP).  
 
APPLICANT’S JUSTIFICATION and HISTORY:   
VHA is requesting to delete Major Thoroughfare Winfield Road (T-4-100) between Wilson Road and W. Lake 
Houston Parkway.  This thoroughfare was added to MTFP in the 1950’s, before what is now known about 
changing conditions, climate changes, development restrictions and car ownership trends that now affect 
thoroughfare development.  

On the eastern end of the proposal, the present alignment of Winfield goes through an excavated sand pit. 
West of the sand pit, the alignment traverses the Apache property, which takes access from North Lake 
Houston Parkway and has no plans to dedicate or improve Winfield. West of Apache is the Union Pacific 
Railroad line and the wide flood plain and floodway of Greens Bayou. Both the rail line and the bayou/flood plain 
would need to be crossed by a single bridge.  This structure would be several hundred feet in length and is 
estimated to cost approximately $20 million 2014 dollars. This cost would have to be borne by a governmental 
agency. Given the many other needs for public transportation funds, it seems very unlikely that this segment 
would have a high enough prospective traffic volume to achieve funding. West of Greens Bayou, Winfield is a 
residential street where owners have expressed opposition to the extension because it would bring outside 
traffic into their quiet neighborhood. 

Recognizing the improbability of making the connection across the bayou and the rail line will provide incentive 
to assign traffic to other routes when assessing future needs. The Belt, Lake Houston Parkway, and Garret 
Road should be examined as the realistic alternatives for east/west traffic movements.  No reliance should be 
placed on Winfield since it has physical impediments and great governmental expense to be surmounted.  The 
prospect of increased flood frequency should lead to a re-examination of all unbuilt routes such a Winfield. 

East of North Lake Houston Parkway Winfield is called Generation Parkway. It continues to the east crossing 
Beltway 8 and extends only to Deussen Park, where it terminates.  All traffic on Generation Parkway is 
internally generated by the Generation Park development.  Generation Park is an approximately 4,000 acre 
project which spans Beltway 8 and is under active development now.  A large user has already purchased a 
parcel for a campus industrial use west of Beltway 8; others are presently considering smaller purchases. 
Because of known major difficulties in east/west circulation created by Greens Bayou and the County wetland 
mitigation bank in this area, McCord Development, the developer of Generation Park, has been working closely 
with Harris County to ensure adequate and immediate area circulation and are prepared to commit funds and 
land to make roadway improvements. These costs must be programmed now, prior to any additional sales or 
development. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 


