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Council
members
meet four
times a year
with Chief
Hurtt to dis-
cuss current
problems facing
youth and how they relate to the
Houston Police Department’s poli-
cies and programs. The members
are responsible for polling their
peers before the meetings to gather
relevant questions and issues con-
ceming the youth.

meetings to peers
and schoolmates to encourage

communication of mutual concems
among the police department and

Violence
issues
(domestic,
school, dat-
ing)
Relational is-
sues (respect,
peer pressure, conflict resolution,
teen/adult relationships)

« Youth law issues (legal sys-
tem, consequences, arrests, wit-
ness, possession, gang involve-

To be considered for
Y-PAC a student must:

@ Be ahigh school student
@ Complete an application

@ Wiite an essay explaining the
desire to serve on the council

@ Get parental approval

@ Get school administration ap-
proval
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To open lines of
communication
between Hous-
ton’s youth and
the Chief of Po-
lice. Through lis-
tening to council
members, the Chief of
Police values the recom-
mendations of our youth
concerning policies and
procedures that affect
their lives. Furthermore,
to promote serious dia-
logue with area youth,
and increase the trust
and understanding of of-
ficers and police matters.

Youeh Polce Adviory Conel

The Youth Police Advisory
Council (Y-PAC) was cre-
ated in 1997 by former Chief

of Police, C.0. Bradford, who
recognized that teenagers are
often overlooked as a source of
insightful input regarding youth and
law enforcement issues. The first of its
kind in the nation, the primary function
of Y-PAC is to promote trust and ur-
derstanding between the Houston Po-
lice Department and youth. Y-PAC is
now being used as a model by other
police agencies

Thirty-six (36) diverse high school stu-
dents are selected from area schooks
each year to serve on the council,
along with adult mentors from each
school. These students and mentors
meet with the Chief of Police, other
police officials, and parents to discuss
current and relative issues of mutual
interest to them and the Chief
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