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September 15, 2017

The Honorable Greg Abbott

1100 San Jacinto Street

Austin, Texas 78701
Dear Governor Abbott,

On Thursday, I named former Shell Oil Co. president Marvin Odum, a Houston native, to lead the City's efforts for recovery from Hurricane Harvey. Mr. Odum led the rebuilding of Shell's Gulf facilities after Hurricane Katrina and has worked with governments around the world and I fully expect you and your team will find him a terrific partner.

As I have previously written, we are no stranger to disasters and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) programs. However, this unprecedented event has put an extreme economic strain on the City and its residents. Mr. Odum has direct experience and subject matter expertise in disaster recovery efforts. 

As the fourth largest city in the United States and a primary economic engine for Texas and the nation, Houston must be allocated the tools needed for a swift and effective recovery. Mr. Odum will serve as my point person making sure Houston has what Houston needs.

As damage estimates continue, Hurricane Harvey (DR-4332-TX) we continue to seek a supplemental appropriation for Community Development Block Grant -Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) in the amount of $22 billion via direct allocation from the Department of Housing and Urban Development. Mr. Odum looks forward to working with your team and members of our Congressional Delegation on securing this critical disaster recovery allocation.

The City of Houston is facing a daunting task as we move into recovery and needs full support from our State and Federal partners. We are prepared to act swiftly in the best interest of our residents and continue to be good stewards of the federal funds allocated to the rebuilding

process. 

Your support and assistance will allow the City of Houston to immediately start the process of its long recovery.
Sincerely,

Sylvester Turner

Mayor, City of Houston
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